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They are not dead, not even broken 
Only their dust has gone back to the earth 

For they, the essential they, shall have rebirth 
Whenever a word of them is spoken.
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Foreword 
The young men who went to the First World War from this district were no different to those 
from the cities and towns from all over Australia and New Zealand who forged the name 
ANZAC.  This name will live forever, as will the names of those who paid the ultimate sacrifice 
in this war and every war and conflict since. 

The population of Australia in 1914 was mostly of European and British ancestry and had 
close ties with mother England.  When war was declared it was our duty to fight for our 
mother country.  There is not a town in this country that has not lost or been affected by the 
loss of some of its young men and women and our district is not exempt. 

Our young men and women quickly made the decision to enlist to support the cause.  Who 
really knows if it was the lure of excitement to travel to other countries, or a sense duty to 
suppress the invaders who threaten the freedom of other nations?  The answer to this 
question remains with each and every volunteer. 

Those who enlisted fought in the many theatres of that war including Egypt, Gallipoli, the 
eastern front and the western front.  Regardless of their battle ground, our young men and 
women did not realise that to go into battle was to bring them face to face with the horror of 
death and destruction – a destruction that took the lives of 60,000 young Australians during 
the First World War. 

Forest Range was cited in 1855 and Lenswood was named after the Battle of Lens that took 
part in France in 1917.  Many towns in our region gained their current names after significant 
battles or military men during the war.  Verdun and Birdwood are two other examples in the 
Adelaide Hills. 

Fifteen young men from this district paid the ultimate sacrifice but their names will forever be 
remembered as they are etched in stone on our local cenotaph.  Our tiny cenotaph is no less 
important than the any other memorial in the nation.  We need to take care to preserve the 
names and memories of our gallant young men.   

We hope and pray that this memorial is a reminder to us all of the value of freedom and 
peace for all Australians.  

 

Adrian Probert, Forest Range 
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Preface 

The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group is only a couple of years old, but in our short 
time we have investigated many topics and gathered many resources.  The Lenswood & 
Forest Range World War One memorial has been our project for the past year. 
 
The land on which the memorial is sited was, until the late 1970’s, owned by the community.  
At the end of the nineteenth century it was used as a sporting ground and many community 
events were held there.  One of the areas three cricket teams used the land as their home 
ground.  In the early part of the twentieth century a local farmer leased the land for farming 
but by the second half of the century the land was simply left vacant.  In the late 1970’s the 
trustees handed the land title and its management over to the Onkaparinga District Council, 
now the Adelaide Hills Council.   
 
Our project had four phases.   
 
Phase One - Over time pine trees had self-seeded and some were growing quite close to the 
memorial, shading it from view and dropping pine resin.  Part of our project was to remove the 
pines in the immediate area of the memorial.  This first activity made a huge difference to the 
ability to see the monument while driving past.   
 
Phase Two - Our second part of the project was to replace a white picket fence that had been 
on three sides of the cenotaph for many years.  White crushed marble has been placed inside 
this area.  Grass was seeded and native plants planted to hold the bank at the verge of the 
road. 
 
Phase Three - The services of a stone mason were contracted to undertake cleaning and 
minor repair to the cenotaph itself.   
 
Phase Four – The committee felt that it was important to investigate the lives, and deaths of 
the men commemorated on the memorial.  We wanted to place the men in the community, 
not just record their passing.  The effect of the war and the deaths of so many young men 
impacted wider than their immediate family and this book is an attempt to honour their lives.  
 
During our investigation we have located many who are related to the men.  We have talked 
with people in the district, around Australia and even overseas, gathering stories and 
information.  Many knew the story of their enlistment and death.  A few knew stories of their 
lives.   
 
The information we present is, to the best of our knowledge, correct.  There is of course much 
information we haven’t located.  There will inevitably be a few errors.  We look forward to 
corrections and additions, which we will enter into an updated version of this book.  We will 
load the book on our website for download.  Please let us know if you have feedback, 
additions or corrections.  We welcome your input. 
 
The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group - contact us via: 

• Email:  lfrlocalhistory@gmail.com     

• Anzac website: https://frlhganzac.wordpress.com/  

• Group website: http://historylfr.wordpress.com/  

• Follow us on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/LenswoodForestRangeLocalHistory  
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General 

In 1914, when World War One broke out, Forest Range had only been settled for just over 50 
years and many in the community were first-born Australians.  Ties to their ‘mother-land’ were 
strong and, although there were people of German descent, the majority were English.  
England was still the motherland.  George V of England was also King of Australia.  The 
Australian colonies had only come together under the label of “Australia” 14 years earlier and 
most people thought of themselves as British subjects.  So, when England declared war on 
Germany on 4 August 1914, most Australians were keen to support the war and many young 
men quickly enlisted.   

It hadn’t been very long since 16,000 men from the Colonies had joined with Britain to fight in 
the Boer War.  Over 600 Australian men died in that campaign, with around half of those not 
killed in action, but dying from disease.i   And yet, despite some being disquieted by war 
towards the end of the Boer War, young men across Australia were keen to fight with Britain 
in this new war.  Their families, on the whole, supported that choice.  The community around 
Forest Range was no different to the rest of the country.  

At the time Forest Range consisted of a region with market gardens, orchards, a recreation 
ground and a cricket ground.  There was no township called “Lenswood” and the one post 
office was called Forest Range.  The community had just built a stone church, the Anglican 
Mission Hall at the Ford, and the Primitive Methodist congregation still worshipped at their 
church on what is now known as Fry Lane.  Children attended school at Forest School, the 
new stone school on the hill above Jerry’s Flat, and the Forest Range Hotel provided a 
welcome rest spot for many a market gardener or orchardist to recuperate on their way home 
after market. 

The Australian War Memorial cites that “around 420,000 Australians enlisted for service in the 
First World War, representing 38.7 per cent of the male population aged between 18 and 44.ii  
34, 959 men from South Australia enlisted.iii  59 men from this district went to war and 15 of 
those men did not return.   

We salute all of the men who fought and their families.  Our focus here is on the 15 brave 
men who didn’t return to their families. 

 

 

 
                                                        
i Australia.gov.au, ‘The Boer War’, viewed 13 November 2014 http://australia.gov.au/about-
australia/australian-story/boer-war 
ii Enlistment statistics, First World War, ‘Australian War Memorial’ viewed 13 November 2014 
http://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/enlistment/ww1/ 
iii ibid 
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Come Peace 

(at Gallipoli) 
 

A gentle breeze in the pine trees 
Can be heard so softly sighing 

Echoing many mothers grieving  
For sons who lay there, dead or dying 

 
Almost a century now has passed 

As we gather at the dawn 
Remembering those who’d fallen 
Where the Anzac name was born. 

 
Who were the aggressors 

In this far distant land? 
Turks fought for their homeland, 
But we did not then understand. 

 
How many brave young lives 

In other nation’s wars are lost? 
Whole generations have gone. 
We can never count the cost. 

 
As gun-smoke and flames of battle 

Light up the dark night sky 
Like helpless lambs to the slaughter  

Where they fall…. that’s where they die. 
 

Trenches filled with the stench 
Of gangrene, fear, and mud 

Fallen mates lie there, drenched 
In the chill rain, and filth, and blood. 

 
In the harsh winter nights they froze 

As soft snow around them fell. 
With summer came the dread dysentery 

And heat, like the furnace of hell. 
 

In battle they fought, deadly enemies, 
Until the war came to an end. 

And then, when peace finally came,  
We found our foe had become our friend. 

 
Today rows of graves stand silent 

With some names etched into the stone 
But too many shelter fallen heroes 

Whose names are simply …Unknown. 
 

We’ll remember them in the morning 
And at each setting of the sun 

Wake not those sleeping brothers  
Who lie together, in death, as one. 

 
 

Written at Gallipoli, 2013 by Elizabeth Caldicott 
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Below is a list of the men from this district who enlisted in their order of enlistment, 
including their enlistment date and age at the time. 
 

 

NAME ENLISTED  AGED 

Reu/Roy Eric 19-Aug-14 27 

East, Walter Leonard 24-Aug-14 19 

Lawson, Thomas John Lacey 18-Sep-14 20 

Biggs, Arthur John Thomas 19-Oct-14 31 

Plummer, Charles Edward 12-Dec-14 27 

Gaunt,  Norman Hollins 04-Jan-15 26 

Stentiford, Ambrose Lee 14-Feb-15 19 

Mason, Charles Alfred Robe 22-Jun-15 20 

Mason, Ernest Seth William James 22-Jun-15 18 

Chapple, Douglas Leonard 29-Jun-15 19 

Mason, Levi Norman 12-Jul-15 18 

Eglinton, Clarence Roy 06-Aug-15 23 

Biggs,  Reginald Roy 06-Aug-15 18 

Dearman, Andrew James 06-Aug-15 19 

Witte, Frederick Reinhold 11-Aug-15 22 

Waters, Victor Clarence 21-Aug-15 22 

McDonald, Hugh Rennie 25-Aug-15 26 

Ralph, James Henry 25-Aug-15 18 

Croft, Alfred Ernest 29-Aug-15 27 

Green,  William Percival 31-Aug-15 19 

Eglinton, Wilfred Rowe 13-Sep-15 26 

Green, Ernest James 16-Sep-15 29 

Green, Leonard 16-Sep-15 25 

Brockhoff, Alexander Geoffrey 23-Sep-15 21 

McLaren, Stanley Roy 28-Sep-15 22 

Vickers,  Maxwell John 30-Sep-15 21 

Edwards, Ernest James 19-Oct-15 28 

East,  William Henry 20-Oct-15 19 

East, Herbert Edwin 01-Nov-15 42 

East, Albert Harold 11-Nov-15 24 

Green, James 20-Nov-15 30 
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Norton, Bert Henry 29-Nov-15 36 

Petersen, William Frederick 23-Dec-15 22 

Frost, Marcus Laurel 29-Dec-15 27 

Bishop, Albert Henry 31-Dec-15 28 

Edwards, Frederick Joseph 05-Jan-16 35 

Hefford, Alfred Francis 07-Feb-16 33 

Dolman,  Christopher Cameron 21-Feb-16 20 

Eglinton, Thomas William 29-Feb-16 30 

Stacey, Bertram George 14-Mar-16 21 

Eglinton, John Charles 06-Apr-16 34 

Eglinton, Laurence 06-Apr-16 21 

Caldicott, Henry Oswald 28-Apr-16 27 

Pollard, Oliver Stanley 28-Apr-16 30 

Hocking, Norman  09-May-16 23 

Richardson, John 14-May-16 35 

Norton, William Charles 25-May-16 19 

Green, Allan Elliot 15-Jun-16 21 

Brown, Frederick Paul 06-Aug-16 24 

Lawson, Henry Herbert 15-Aug-16 29 

Mason, Joseph James Otho 24-Aug-16 31 

Smith, Allan Charles 02-Sep-16 21 

Lawson, Arthur Walter Lacey 30-Sep-16 27 

Smith, William Woods 17-Oct-16 19 

Smith, Alfred Lowe 19-Oct-16 23 

Pollard, Walter James 02-Mar-17 21 

Hackett, Frank Morgan 12-Mar-17 41 

Tregenza, Thomas John Henry 04-Jun-17 16 

Fry,  John Brock 22-Jul-18 18 

Norton, Clarence John 21-Sep-18 19 
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Our ‘essential’ fifteen 
 

Below is the list of the men who we have investigated further - men who did not survive the 
war.  It is the story of the lives and deaths of these men that is the focus of this book. 

 

 

 

NAME  ENLISTED AGE DIED COUNTRY FINAL BN RANK 

Biggs, Arthur John Thomas 19-Oct-14 31 10-Jan-17 Egypt 10th light horse Temp Sergeant 

Brockhoff, Alexander Geoffrey 23-Sep-15 21 4-May-16 France 48th  Private 

East, Walter Leonard 24-Aug-14 19 15-May-15 Turkey 10th Private 

East,  William Henry 20-Oct-15 19 4-Sep-16 France 50th Private 

Eglinton, Clarence Roy 6-Aug-15 23 20-Sep-17 Belgium 27th Lance Corporal 

Eglinton, Laurence 06-Apr-16  21 2-Apr-17 France 50th Private 

Eglinton, Thomas William 29-Feb-16  30 9-May-18 France 50th Private 

Hocking, Norman  09-May-16 23 12-Dec-17 France 32nd Private 

Lawson, Arthur Walter Lacey 30-Sep-16 27 8-Aug-18 France 27th Private 

Mason, Charles Alfred Robe 22-Jun-15 20 3-Oct-18 France 27th Corporal 

McDonald, Hugh Rennie 25-Aug-15 26 5-May-18 France 32nd  Private 

Norton, Bert Henry 29-Nov-15 36 11-Dec-16 France 10th Private 

Norton, William Charles 25-May-16 19 25-Apr-18 France 50th Lance Corporal 

Plummer, Charles Edward 12-Dec-14 27 7-Aug-15 Turkey 2nd light horse Private 

Pollard, Oliver Stanley 28-Apr-16 30 10-Jun-17 Belgium 50th Lance Corporal 

Reu, Eric 19-Aug-14 27 17-Mar-15 Egypt 5th Private 

 

 
We recommend that readers who wish to read the war records of each of these men to take 
advantage of the records located at the following resources: 

 

• Australian War Memorial - http://www.awm.gov.au/ 
 

• National Archives of Australia, ‘Service records’  
http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/explore/defence/service-records/  

 

  



 

 

© 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc page | 9    

 

Figure 1  Lenswood & Forest Range World War One memorial – photographed November 2014 by 
Margaret Fry – The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group. 

 
Figure 2  Lenswood & Forest Range World War One memorial – photographed March 2015 by Jo Shaw 
– The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group.
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Community 

Despite the region being a primary production region and the need for men to stay working on 
farms for food production a high percent of local men enlisted.  As with all small isolated 
communities sport was a strong binding force.  This was very true in our community.  In the 
photograph below, taken in 1912 at the Forest Range oval, there are nine members of this 
football team who later enlisted to fight. 

 

Figure 3  Forest Range Football Club : 1912 (Presented by E.W. Dearman Esq.)  Photo from collection of 
Forest Range Hall 

Back L-R : Art Green, Jeff [Geof] Brockhoff, Claude Probert, Harold Copeland, Oliver Pollard, Bill Bishop, Sid 
Pollard, Hurtle Fox, Les Eglington [sic], Dick Wye, Tom Eglington [sic], Frank Green, Peter Edwards. 

Middle L-R : John Green, Albert Green, Os Caldicott, Sam Hunter, Bert Bishop, Ern Dearman, Mr [Walter] 
Tribe (President), Len Green, Allen Filsell, Max Vickers, [Thomas] Lacy [sic] Lawson, John Copeland, Harry 
Caldicott. 

Front L-R : Ern Copeland, Aetie Woith Jack Conlon, Pat Minogue (Umpire), Allan Green, Jim Edwards, Gil 
Green. 

 

The nine of these footballers who enlisted were;   

Geof Brockhoff, Oliver Pollard, Peter Edwards, Albert Green, Os Caldicott, Bert Bishop, 
Len Green, Max Vickers and Thomas Lacey Lawson. 

Two of the footballers never returned;  Geof Brockhoff and Oliver Pollard. 

Tom Eglinton (back row third from right) was the father of five soldiers, three of whom died.  Two 
of his nephews also died. 
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Soon after the start of the war most communities banded together to raise funds for solider-
support.  One of the organisations who supported fund raising was Red Cross and Forest Range, 
along with many other communities, formed a committee for fund raising.  The members threw 
themselves into activities to raise money.  This was before our first recruit left for war. 

FOREST RANGE, September 4 - A well attended and enthusiastic meeting was held 
here on Wednesday evening to form a local branch of the Red Cross Society. Cr. Rogers 
was elected Chairman, and Mr. Moss, Secretary, pro. tem.  It was pointed out that the 
Woodside branch had asked that Forest Range and the surrounding districts might work 
as subcommittees in connection with the branch, but owing to the distance it was 
decided, by an overwhelming majority, to form an independent local branch. Officers 
elected - President, Miss Vickers; Vice-President, Miss Brockhoff; Secretary and 
Treasurer, Mrs. F. Vickers; Committee, the above ladies, and Mesdames Arthur 
Copeland and H. Caldicott, and Misses Eva Townsend and Vera McLaren.  Mrs. 
Townsend, who had attended a committee meeting at Woodside was able to give many 
valuable suggestions as to what was required.  Four collectors, Misses Vickers, 
Brockhoff, Townsend, and Kummnick [sic], were appointed, and are making a house-to-
house canvas of the district, and they are meeting with ready response. Meetings are 
also being arranged for the purpose of making the many things necessary for the comfort 
of the soldiers. On Sunday a special war service was held by the Church, of England in 
the Anglican Mission Hall. There was a good attendance, and £3 was collected for the 
War Funds.i  

After 1916 a separate fundraising effort was called the “Australian Comforts Fund”.  They 
supplemented the soldier’s rations with tobacco, sugar, cakes, etc and also knitted socks.  In 
1916 alone they send 80,000 hand knitted socks to soldiers in the muddy trenches.  Women in 
this district knitted socks for the soldiers. ii    

Australia Day was celebrated at the end of July at that time.  It was already a popular reason to 
gather for celebration and sporting events, however during the wartime it took on a new meaning, 
that of fundraiser.  Below is a report of the Australia Day celebrations for July 1915. 

FOREST RANGE 

Australia Day was celebrated with great enthusiasm.  As a result of the fixture the 
Wounded Soldiers' Fund will benefit to the extent of £102. The proceedings-opened with 
a procession, consisting of the school drum and fife band, the members of the football 
club and others in fancy dress, and the school children. These were followed by 
decorated motor cars and a long line of other vehicles. A football match was the 
chief attraction of the afternoon; Most of the players appeared in costumes, supposed to 
represent different rulers and military leaders of the countries at war. Some excellent 
characterisations were exhibited. A prize for the best representation, decided by a ballot 
of the spectators, was won by Mr. E. Dearman, who cleverly impersonated the Emperor 
of Austria.  Most conspicuous of the other competitors were Mr. Max Vickers as the-
Kaiser, Mr. P. "Brown as the Czar, Mr. W. Bishop as the Crown Prince, Mr. G. Brockhoff, 
Lord Kitchener, and Mr. C. Probert General Joffre.  Mr. Rogers conducted an auction of 
several articles on the "Bugler" system, and by this means a large sum of money was 
raised. Art unions and guessing competitions were also carried out with satisfactory 
results. Afternoon tea was provided by the ladies, and splendid patronage was 
received. Thriving business was also done at the fruits and sweets stalls. In the evening a 
concert was given in the Mission Hall Mr. E. Green presided. The programme was a long 
and varied one, consisting of an overture by Mrs. Moss, a mandolin and violin duet by Mr. 
L. Bishop and Miss Gwennie Moss, quartet by the Bishop family, action songs by the 
school children, a monologue by Mr. A. Mason, recitations by Mr. Moss and Master J. 
Trevenen. Little Dulcie Moss sang, "Please give me a penny, sir," and in response to this 
touching £2 17/8 was subscribed. The concert was concluded with a farce, "The Darkey 
Photographer" which created much merriment. The parts were sustained by Messrs. W. 
Bishop, E. Dearman, and L. Bishop. A dance followed, the music for which was supplied 
by Mrs. Moss and Mr. C. Bishop.  Mr. A. Filsell made a capable M.C. Much of the 
success of the fixture is due to the untiring effort of the secretary, Mr. H. Moss, supported 
by an energetic committee.iii 
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From the description above we can see that the community embraced the celebration but also the 
opportunity to raise money.  £102 was a significant amount of money at the time.  Below is a 
photo of a fundraising parade marching south on Lobethal Road, Forest Range.  (If this is not the 
event detailed above it is one very like that event.) 

 

Figure 4  A fundraising parade, Lobethal Road, Forest Range  – Reproduced with permission Geoffrey and 
John Bishop.      

 

The following year the community again gathered to celebrate Australia Day and to raise funds.  
By this time forty men from the district had enlisted.  The celebration was used to bid farewell to 
the latest group: 

 

FOREST RANGE, July 30 — The Australia Day celebrations were a great success.  
Despite the inclement weather a large crowd gathered to watch proceedings.  An 
interesting procession was held.  A fancy dress football match between the “Mongolians” 
and the “Niggers” caused much amusement.  The game was won by the Mongolians by a 
margin of seven points.  A mock court was instituted, with Mr. J. Vickers as judge and Mr. 
E. Dearman as clerk of the court, and was responsible for much merriment.  One young 
man was charged with having had too long a courtship.  Another very shy young man 
was charged with breach of promise for failing to keep an appointment with a young lady.  
Mrs. R. Green and Mrs. Edwards had charge of Paddy's market,, and proved themselves 
to be splendid saleswomen, the sum of £18 6/9 being netted. Mr. Arthur Mason also 
caused much amusement with his side show, which raised £4 1/.  The sweets stall raised 
£10 12/S.  One of the residents presented a rooster, which Mr. H.E. Townsend sold 
under the Bugler system, which brought in the sum of 14/6. The following were the 
principal helpers — Messrs. L. Edwards (hon. secretary), F. Green, E. Dearman, W. 
Bishop, J. Vickers (judge), A. Mason, L. Caldicott, W. Maclaren.  The refreshment 
committee were as follow:— Messrs Vickers, Trevenen, A. Copeland, A. Green, H. 
Caldicott, R.E. Townsend, J. Green, A, Biggs, F. Petersen, T. Eglington [sic], and S. 
Mason; sweets and fancy stalls, Misses M. Vickers, Stella Copeland, Ina Green, V. 
Maclaren, M. Caldicott, L. Brockhoff, W. Vickers, D. Biggs, E. and H . Bishop. In the 
evening a concert wag held in the mission hall.  Mr. G. Rodgers presided.  The following 
contributed items:— Misses Thomson and J. King, Messrs. R. Campbell, W. Redpath, 
Frltz Klienschmidt, W. Bishop, C. Norton, and A. Morcombe.  A farce, entitled  “Sour 
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Grapes,” was given by Misses May and Myra and Edna Green and Messrs. F. Green and 
C. Probert.  Mr. O. Bishop supplied music for dancing, and Mr. E. Dearman acted as M.C. 
The Australia Day funds benefited by over £80.  Farewell was said to Privates A. Green 
and W.C. Norton.  This makes; a total of 40 recruits from here.  On behalf of the residents 
and others Mr. Vickers presented the recruits with gifts.iv  

 

Fund raising and support for the soldiers continued to take 
creative forms during the whole of the war period.  Forest 
Range held musical evenings, concerts, balls (including 
masked balls), socials, sports days and a range of other 
functions.  Buttons and badges were created and sold.  Goods 
were made and sold.  Events were planned and entry was 
charged.  All of these were fundraising events with funds going 
towards the services for the fighting men and their later return.   

Repatriation Day was a state-wide day of fundraising and 
buttons were sold as a method of both raising money and 
showing support.  The badge at right was made in 1917-1918. 

 

 

Figure 5  Fundraising badge : 
Repatriation Day, State War 
Council, South Australia.  Badge 
from collection of J Shaw.  

Fundraising also took the form of utilising left over local produce, in this region that of course 
meant making use of left over produce and drying apples as was reported in the article below 
from 1916: 

As is the case in so many other districts the ladies in this part are drying the surplus 
apples for patriotic purposes.  Some lady visitors from Adelaide formed the first apple 
drying party.  There is such an enormous quantity of apples this year that will go to waste 
if not utilised in this manner, that it is hoped that many more ladies will take up this good 
work.v 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
i 1914 'In the Country.', The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), 5 September, p. 17, viewed 25 
September, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59276207   
ii Australian Comforts Fund, World War I at Museum Victoria, viewed 14 November 2014 
http://museumvictoria.com.au/collections/themes/1848/australian-comforts-fund-world-war-i  
iii 1915 'AUSTRALIA DAY.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 4 August, p. 11, viewed 25 
September, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5476559 
iv 1916 'SPLENDID EFFORT IN THE COUNTRY.', Chronicle(Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), 5 August, p. 14, 
viewed 28 September, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article87311666 
v 1916 'THE SOUTHERN DISTRICTS. CLARENDON.', The Mount Barker Courier and Onkaparinga and 
Gumeracha Advertiser (SA : 1880 - 1954), 14 April, p. 3, viewed 25 September, 2014, 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article147695971 
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Citizen Forces 
Men from the community had, since 1911, served in various citizen militia forces (similar to the 
current Army Reserves).   

Training was compulsory, with boys as young as twelve commencing training in senior cadets.  At 
the age of eighteen they progressed to the citizen militia.  Many of these men went on to serve in 
World War One.  Those who didn’t leave for fighting were well skilled should the need arise for 
local forces. 

From 12 to 14 years of age, in the junior cadets from 14 to 18 years in the senior cadets; 
and from 18 to 26 years, in the citizen forces. During the last year spent in the citizen 
forces the soldier will not be called upon for active training "except in time of imminent 
danger of war." i 

 

Below is a photo of some of the men from Forest Range at a militia training camp in Gawler. 

 

Figure 6  Gawler militia camp - Reproduced with permission Ashley and Harleigh Mason 

 

At this time the political aspects of the war also looked towards the ongoing costs and how to 
ensure more men enlisted for the fight.  In general the pay, and pensions to widows and 
dependants, of Australian soldiers was higher than their counterparts in England.  

In Australia the pension is £52 per annum, and £13 allowance for each child.ii  
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By 1915, as local men enlisted, the community came together to farewell them.  An example of a 
farewell is detailed below.  One of the men farewelled at this event, Charles (Jack) Mason, did not 
return.  

FOREST RANGE July 12 -The members of the Forest Oak Tent of the United Ancient 
Order of Druids, No. 71, assembled at the recreation hall for the purpose of bidding 
farewell to Brothers E. and C. R. Mason, who have enlisted for the front. There were also 
present many other friends outside of the order.  The departing brothers were presented 
with silver acorns by Bro. F Filsell on behalf of the lodge. Speeches were delivered by 
Bros. J. R. Filsell and E. Green, both of whom referred in eulogistic terms to the many 
good qualities of the two young men, and wished them God speed and a safe return. 
Bros. Mason briefly returned thanks. Musical and elocutionary items were rendered.iii 

 

After enlistment in the AIF the soldiers trained in camps in Adelaide before shipping overseas.  
One of our local men sent the following photo as a postcard to his girlfriend while undergoing 
training. 

 

Figure 7  48th Battalion members at a training camp in Adelaide before leaving for war.  Os Caldicott was a 
local man who enlisted to fight.  He is top left.  Reproduced with permission Geoffrey and John Bishop. 

 

Troops left Adelaide via ship, travelling to other states to collect more soldiers before leaving.  
Large crowds gathered to farewell the soldiers as they left their training camps and subsequently 
as they sailed for war.   Many troop ships sailed to Egypt as a training ground although some 
travelled directly to England. 
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Figure 8  Troops preparing to board trains outside Mitcham Camp, 1915.  Reproduced with permission RSL 
virtual war memorial, viewed 8 January 2015 http://www.rslvirtualwarmemorial.org.au/explore/units/2  

 

The war impacted on everyone, young and old alike.  Family members were leaving to fight, fund 
raising events were planned and attended, families followed the war in the newspapers and 
everyone waited for news from the front.  An example of the involvement can be seen in this letter 
from a young Oliver Norton, written in 1914 to the Remus page in the Daily Herald.  He was about 
fifteen at the time: 

Oliver Norton writes from Forest Range 

“I am very glad to see by the paper that the allies are driving the Germans out of France.  
Really, Remus, I never thought a civilised race would do such horrible things as the 
Germans are doing. That is one reason why I want to see them beaten. I was in town 
when our soldiers marched the streets, and I think they were a fine body of men, and I 
think they will be able to do their duty with the best of soldiers.” iv  

Even before the advent of television, children followed the progress of the war along with their 
parents.  Irene Green also wrote in 1915: 

Irene Green writes from Forest  

“There will be many absent from home at Christmas this year on account of this dreadful, 
war. I do hope that Greece "Will go on the Allies' side. The number who volunteered from 
Forest Range is now 23. I think that is very good considering the small place it is.”v  
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i 1911 'AUSTRALIA'S NEW DEFENCE.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 30 June, p. 6, viewed 
9 January, 2015, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5294777 
ii 1915 'MILITARY PAY PENSIONS.', Border Watch (Mount Gambier, SA : 1861 - 1954), 16 June, p. 3, 
viewed 25 September, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article77775849    
iii 1915 'THE COUNTRY.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 14 July, p. 14, viewed 25 September, 
2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5474416 
iv 1914 'THE LETTER-BOX.', Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924), 7 November, p. 10, viewed 25 
September, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article105468618 
v 1915 'CHILDREN'S LETTERS.', Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924), 28 December, p. 2, viewed 25 
September, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article124897815 
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Enlistments 
As young men enlisted the community continued to honour their commitment with socials and 
presentations.  The delicate mortality of soldiers must have been strong in the minds of the 
families and friends of the men leaving to fight.   

We include below some newspaper articles of the time that reference the men who have enlisted 
and the social events held to honour them as they left for war.  In the articles below we note the 
use of the term ‘housewife’.  A ‘housewife’ was “a small canvas roll containing needle, thread, 
buttons etc, used for the personal maintenance of a soldier's kit.” i  It is pronounced “hussif”.   

 

FOREST RANGE, October 16.— The second of a series of socials tendered by the 
residents to local recruits was held in the mission hall last night.  As at the first social, 
there was a large attendance, including the following soldiers (as the guests of the 
evening) :— Ptes. C.R. Eglinton, W.R. Eglinton, V.C. Waters, H.R. McDonald. A.G. 
Brockhoff, E.J. Green, S. McLaren, and M. Vickers.  Pte. W.G. Smith was prevented from 
coming owing to illness.  Mr. F. Green (Chairman of the ' local committee) presided.  An 
excellent concert programme was submitted.  Contributors included Miss Ivy Fry, Mr. W. 
Bishop, Miss G. Moss, Mr. Les Bishop, Mr. A.W. Bourne, Mr. H. Willis, Miss King, 
Mr. Moss and Miss M. Caldicott.  The school children assisted.  Mr. J. Vickers, on behalf 
of the committee, presented each of the departing soldiers with a wristlet watch; on behalf 
of the local branch of the Red Cross Society, with a pair of knitted socks; and on behalf of 
the Townsend family, with a “housewife.”  Mr. J. Filsell (Secretary of the local branch of 
the Druids Lodge) presented Ptes. E.J. Green, C. R. Eglinton, and W. R. Eglinton with the 
silver, acorn, the Druids' emblem.  Mr. R. Hale (President of the local Rechabite Tent) 
handed to Pte. V.G. Waters, M. Vickers, and S. McLaren the silver medals emblematical 
of the Rechabite order. On behalf of the Forest Range Football Club, the President (Mr. 
Moss) presented Pte. Max Vickers with a money belt in recognition of his services as 
secretary for the past two seasons.  Mr. Moss also spoke on behalf of the residents 
generally, and the Rev. J.J. Emery, of Norton's Summit, for the Church of England.  The 
Chairman read a farewell message from Mr. W.V. Tribe (late schoolmaster here).  At the 
conclusion of the programme, the Chairman unveiled a large framed photograph of the 
late Pte. W.L. East.  At the bottom of the portrait is an inscription to the effect that he was 
killed at Gallipoli on May 10 last, and that he was the first to enlist from Forest Range, 
and the first to die for his country.  This photograph is to be hung in the public school, as 
a perpetual reminder to coming generations of the late soldier's heroic self sacrifice.  A 
supper and dance followed. The door receipts totalled. £11 10/.  This sum, with 
the balance from the first social, not only provides each recruit with a suitable present, but 
allows of £1 being given to the Wounded Soldiers' Fund, £3 to the local branch of the Red 
Cross Society, and £3 being retained as a balance towards the next social.ii  

 

Below is another report of the same evening. 

FOREST RANGE, October 18. The residents of Forest Range met in the Mission Hall on 
Friday, night last to say farewell to nine young men who have enlisted for active service 
from this locality.  The names of the recruits are Privates V. Waters. E. J. Green, C. 
Eglington [sic], W. Eglington [sic], W. Smith, and H. MacDonald.  Mr. F. Green presided 
over a large and enthusiastic meeting. The Chairman delivered a stirring address.  Mr. 
Moss pointed out the loss that these young men would be to the neighborhood.  An 
interesting address was also delivered by the Rev. J. Emery.  Mr Vickers, on behalf of the 
residents, presented each recruit with a wristlet watch, also a pair of sock from the local 
Red Cross Society. The Townsend Family gave a 'housewife' to each member.  Mr. 
R. Hale on behalf of the Star of the Forest Tank Rechabites, presented a silver medal 
to Privates Vickers, MacLaren, and Waters.  Mr. J. R.Filsell, secretary of the 
Druids' Lodge, presented to Privates E. J. Green and C. and W. Eglington [sic] on behalf 
of the members of that order silver acorns.  Mr. Moss, on behalf of the local football club, 
presented Private Vickers with a money belt in recognition of the able way he carried out 
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the secretarial duties.  An interesting programme was given by the school band (under 
the leadership of Master J. Trevenen), Misses Gwenie Moss, Ivy King, Messrs. Maughan, 
V. Bishop, and Willis, the Bishop Family, Mrs. Moss, and Misses M. Caldicott, Ivy Fry, Mr. 
W. Bishop, and the school choir.  The chairman unveiled an enlarged photograph of the 
late Private Walter East, who gave his life for his country in the landing of the 
famous 10th on Gallipoli.  It is the intention of the committee to hang the photograph in 
the local schoolroom, where Private East was educated.  Supper was provided by the 
ladies.  Mr. L. Green acted as M.C., and Mr. Fritz Klienschmidt supplied the music for a 
dance.iii    

 

Four months later another farewell event is recorded.  Note that in this article, as in some others, 
the spelling of Eglinton is incorrect. 

FOREST RANGE, February 5 - On Friday night last the Forest Range committee held a 
farewell social in honour of nine more recruits from this district. The weather was 
favourable, and a large crowd attended.  The names of the recruits are as follows:—W.H. 
East ,H. East, A. East, Ernest Edwards, Fred Edwards, M. Frost, W. F. Peterson, B.H. 
Norton, and Albert Bishop.   Mr. F. Green presided & gave an interesting address.  Mr. 
Trengove also delivered an able address.  It was mentioned that 27 men have enlisted 
from the Forest Range district. The roll of honour is as follows;— Ptes. R.R. Biggs, D.L. 
Chapell, W.L. East (killed in action in the landing at Gaba Tepe), W.H East, H. East, and 
A. East, Clarence Overall, Cpl. A. G. Brockhoff , Clarence Eglinton, W.R Eglington 
[sic]  L. J. Lawson, E.S.W.J. Mason, C.A.R. Mason, R.M. Hackett, V. C. Waters, Albert 
Bishop, M. Frost, W. F. Peterson, B. H. Norton, W. Smith, Max Vickers, E. Edwards, F. 
Edwards, Cpl. A. Dearman, Gnrs. Ernest J. Green, S. R. McLaren, and Sgnlr. W. P. 
Green.   The committee, which consists of Messrs. F. Peterson, F. Hackett, E. Rowley, F. 
Green, L. Edwards, C. Probert, E. Dearman, Mrs. R. Green, also the Misses. M. Green, 
L. Brockhoff and Miss Eva Townsend (Hon. Secretary), deserve credit for the able way in 
which these farewell gatherings are conducted.  Mr. J. Vickers presented a wristlet watch 
to each recruit.  Mr. Vickers gave the young men good advice, and wished them all 
godspeed and a safe return.  The recruits replied in turn, and expressed their 
appreciation of the gifts and the kind, words expressed. The volunteers also received a 
pair of knitted socks from the local Red Cross Society, and a "house-wife' from the 
Townsend family. The following items were much appreciated:— Overture, Mr. Fritz 
Kleinschmidt; recitations, Miss R. Townsend and Mr. W. Bishop; song, Mr. Fritz 
Kleinschmidt; selections, the school band. ' During the evening £9 16/-was collected.  A 
dance concluded the proceedings.  Mr. Fritz Kleinschmidt supplied the music, and Mr. L. 
Caldicott acted as M.C.  Supper was provided by the ladles.iv 

 

In April 1916 another event, for another group of soldiers, was held: 

On Tuesday night last the continuation of the Methodist Sunday School anniversary was 
held in the Mission Hall.  Notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather a large crowd 
attended… The farewell committee took this opportunity of saying goodbye on behalf of 
the residents to four more young men who are leaving shortly for the front.  The 
names are as follows:—C. Dollman, L. Green, B.V. Stacey, T.W. Eglington [sic] and 
A.F.G. Hefford … The following contributed items : — Song by Miss Ella Bungey, and a 
fife selection by school band, and Sunday school choir.  Recitations, Misses Milly 
Townsend, Edna Green, Rose Townsend, Gladice Percival and Mr. Campbell.  On behalf 
of the residents Mr Vickers presented to each of the recruits a wristlet, watch and, on 
behalf of the Townsend family, a very neat housewife, and a pair of knitted sox from the 
Red Cross Society.  Mr. Vickers gave a short but interesting address, and wished the 
members God-speed and a safe return.  Mr. McLaren on behalf of the Sunday School 
presented a New Testament to each of the recruits which was appreciated very highly. 
The recruits rose in turn and thanked the residents for their kind wishes and 
presentations.  The ladies provided supper.  Before the meeting closed Mr. F. Green 
drew attention to the great sacrifices the family of Mr. T. Eglington were making for 
King and Country, for out of a family of six boys two are in Egypt, one was being 
: farewelled, one had been rejected as medically unfit, and the two remaining were 
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enlisting the next day. This is a splendid record. Mr. Trengrove proposed a hearty and 
comprehensive vote of thanks to all who helped to make the affair a success.v 

 
It wasn’t very long before news of the first deaths filtered back to the Forest Range community.  
Below is a list of the death dates of our soldiers.  We will explore their stories: 

 

SURNAME FIRST NAMES DATE OF DEATH 
East, Walter Leonard 15-May-15 
Plummer, Charles Edward 7-Aug-15 
Brockhoff, Alexander Geoffrey 4-May-16 
East,  William Henry 4-Sep-16 
Norton, Bert Henry 11-Dec-16 
Biggs, Arthur John Thomas 10-Jan-17 
Eglinton, Laurence 2-Apr-17 
Pollard, Oliver Stanley 10-Jun-17 
Eglinton, Clarence Roy 20-Sep-17 
Hocking, Norman  12-Dec-17 
Norton, William Charles 25-Apr-18 
McDonald, Hugh Rennie 5-May-18 
Eglinton, Thomas William 9-May-18 
Lawson, Arthur Walter Lacey 8-Aug-18 
Mason, Charles Alfred Robe 3-Oct-18 

 

Walter East was the first who lived in the district who lost his life.  His story is shared later in this 
booklet.  He was killed on 15 May 1915 at Gallipoli.  Charles Plummer also died at Gallipoli a few 
months later and a number of other local men also fought there and with some being injured.  

 

At the time Oliver Norton, again, wrote to 
Remus, mentioning the death of Walter 
East. 

 

 

 

Figure 9  1915 'THE LETTER-BOX.', Daily 
Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924), 4 
September, p. 8, viewed 25 September, 2014, 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article105489215 
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i Paul Hinkley, ‘Battlefield colloquialisms of the Great War (WWI). Griffith University, viewed 10 January 2015 
http://www.ict.griffith.edu.au/~davidt/z_ww1_slang/index_bak.htm 
ii 1915 'THE COUNTRY.', The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), 19 October, p. 3, viewed 25 
September, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59625471 
iii 1915 'HONORING SOLDIERS.', Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), 23 October, p. 43, viewed 25 
September, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article87232141 
iv 1916 'THE COUNTRY.', The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), 8 February, p. 9, viewed 25 
September, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59803181 
v  1916 'THE SOUTHERN DISTRICTS. CLARENDON.', The Mount Barker Courier and Onkaparinga and 
Gumeracha Advertiser (SA : 1880 - 1954), 14 April, p. 3, viewed 25 September, 2014, 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article147695971 



 

 

page | 22 © 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc    

Conscription 
 

As the war dragged on, and more Australians died, the level of men volunteering to fight dropped. 
There were high numbers of men volunteering when the war first began.  They were eager to fight 
for King and Country, but were also eager for the adventure.  The reality of war, the hardships 
faced by the men fighting and the high mortality rate all affected the enrolments and by the end of 
1916 the Federal Government proposed conscription.  This raised significant discussion and 
splits in communities and ours was no different.  The following article details a meeting held to 
discuss the forthcoming vote in a referendum on conscription 

FOREST RANGE, October 26 - On Wednesday night a meeting favoring an affirmative 
vote on the referendum was held in the Mission Hall. The speakers were the Hon. H. 
Jackson and Captain Ritchie.  Although the weather was inclement a good crowd 
gathered.  Mr. J. Green presided. Instructive and stirring speeches were delivered.  Mr. J. 
Vickers moved "That, this meeting has every confidence in the Prime Minister."  This 
was seconded bv Mr. E. Rowley.  The Chairman then called on all in favor of conscription 
to raise their hands, and about one-third responded. The Chairman asked "all those in 
favor of Germany "to show hands, but not a hand was raised.i 

The implication was clearly that those who opposed to conscription were in favour of Germany.  
There were many local vocal opponents to conscription.  For example, S.G. Norton wrote many 
letters to newspapers opposing conscription. 

 

Welcome home 
By 1917 some of the soldiers were beginning to come home and again the community took the 
opportunity for celebration.  We have gathered below some of the newspaper reports of the 
celebrations. 

FOREST RANGE, November 2 - On Wednesday evening a welcome home banquet was 
tendered by the residents of Forest Range in the Mission Hall to Cpl. A. Dearman and 
Ptes’  W. Eglinton and R.R. Biggs, who have recently returned from the front.  The 
attendance was a record one.  The soldiers were escorted into the hall by three of the 
oldest residents of the district— Messrs. H.H. Waters, G. Rogers, and J. Vickers.  A 
guard of honour was formed by a band of young ladies. The programme began with the 
loyal toast.  The Chairman (Mr. F. Green) then asked the audience to stand for a few 
moments in silent sympathy for those who have paid the supreme sacrifice in the great 
war. The other toasts of the evening were “The army,” proposed by Mr. H.H., Waters, 
responded by Mr. W. McLaren; “The navy,” Mr. J. Vickers, Mr. G. Rogers; “The guests,” 
Mr. F. Green, Cpl Dearman; ‘Doctors, nurses, and chaplains,” Rev. J. J. Emery, Mr. 
E. Rowley.  There were musical and elocutionary items.  Those who assisted were :- 
Misses M. Hales, Stevens, E. Bishop, H. Bishop, Messrs. A.L. Green, W. Bishop, and 
Master Cliff Green. The pianist was Mr. Laurie Green.ii  

 

On July 11 the residents of Forest Range met in the mission hall to welcome home 
three gallant lads, who recently returned from France.  They were Lieutenant A. Bishop 
and Privates A. Green and Hifford [sic].  Mr. H.H. Waters presided.  Although the weather 
was very wet there was a large assembly.  The company rose and sang the National 
Anthem, after which 'Home, sweet home' was sung.  The audience then stood in silent 
sympathy for those who have fallen in the great conflict.  Addresses were delivered by the 
Revs. J. J. Emmery and the Rev. B. S. Howland, and by Mr G. Dunn.  The contributors 
to the programme were Mr. F. Kleinsmidt, Master Cliff Green, and the Misses G. Percival 
and K. Fisher.  Supper was provided and a dance followed.iii   
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FOREST RANGE, November 1 - Pte. Herb. Lawson, recently returned from the front.  
The youngest brother,  Pte. Lacey Lawson, is still on active service, having been the 
second to enlist from this district.  Another brother has made the supreme sacrifice.  The 
first volunteer, Pte. Walter East, was killed in action on Gallipoli.iv   

 

FOREST RANGE. February 25 - Friday evening, in the Forest Range Mission Hall, a 
welcome home social was tendered by the residents of Forest Range and Lenswood to 
Ptes. E.J. Edwards, MM. Alf Smith and W. Pether, who have recently returned from the 
front.  There was a splendid attendance, speeches of welcome were given by the 
Chairman (Mr. H.H.Waters) and the Rev. T.J. Emery (Norton's Summit) and Rev. B.S. 
Howland (Woodside). Pte. Edwards responded.   An overture was played by Miss 
Caldicott, and songs and elocutionary items were tendered by Mrs. Hanam and Misses 
Fisher and G. Percival.  A supper and dance followed.  Miss Hatchard supplied the music, 
and Mr. Roy Green was M.C.v 

 

FOREST RANGE. July 22 - On Friday evening last the residents of Forest Range and 
Lenswood tendered a welcome at the Mission Hall to Privates V. Waters, C. Dolman, 
Drivers, E. Green, S. McLaren, Signallers W.P. Green, and Lance Corporal H.O. 
Caldicott.  Mr H.H. Waters presided, and addresses were driven by Messrs. J. Green and 
J. Vickers.  Songs and recitations were given by Mrs. Edwards and Misses Batchelor, and 
G. Percival.vi 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
i 1916 'WATERSIDE WORKERS.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 28 October, p. 17, viewed 
28 September, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article6461665 
ii 1917 'THE COUNTRY.', The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), 5 November, p. 8, viewed 28 
September, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article58863248 
iii 1918 'HONORING SOLDIERS.', Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), 20 July, p. 39, viewed 28 
September, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article87550493 
iv 1918 'THE COUNTRY.', The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), 2 November, p. 9, viewed 28 
September, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60533364 
v 1919 'THE COUNTRY.', The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), 3 March, p. 3, viewed 28 September, 
2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60904594 
vi 1919 'THE COUNTRY.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 28 July, p. 10, viewed 30 September, 
2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5609287 
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Medals 

Despite most who enlisted naming their mothers as their next of kin on their attestation 
papers during enrolment, when it came to receiving the medals of soldiers who had died the 
medals had to pass to their fathers who were deemed ‘closer blood relatives’.   

1914-1915 Star 

 

The five-pointed bronze star was awarded to those who service between 5 
August 1914 and 31 December 1915.  It was an award of the British Empire. 

 

British War Medal 1914-1920 

 

King George V instituted this medal to mark the end of World 
War I and it was given to all who served between 5 August 1914 
and 11 November 1918 

 

  

 

 

 

Victory medal  

 

This medal commemorates Allied Forces victory.  Australian 
received the British Victory Medal while other countries issued 
their own medals. 

 

 

 

 

 
Images of medals above reproduced with permission Department of Defence: Defence 
honours and awards website.i 

Additionally the Military Medal was awarded to rank and file 
soldiers for acts of gallantry and devotion to duty under fire.  
CAR Mason received the Military Medal.  Recipients were 
entitled to use the letters MM after their name.ii 

 

Figure 10  Military Medal : image from World of Coins [website] 
http://www.worldofcoins.eu/forum/index.php?topic=14659.0 
viewed 9 January 2015 
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After the end of the war every child in Australia, aged up to 14 
years received a medal.  On 21 July 1919 Forest School students 
received their medals.  They were granted the rest of the day off. iii  

 

Figure 11  School Peace Medal 1919 – Adopt a digger [website], viewed 8 
January 2015 

http://www.adoptadigger.org/latest-news/115-school-peace-medal-1919 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
i Defence honours and awards [website], Department of Defence, Australian Government, viewed 9 
January 2015 http://www.defence.gov.au/Medals/Content/Imperial/WWI/1914-15-Star.asp 
ii Its an honour : Australia celebrating Australians {website] Australian Government, viewed 9 January 
2015   https://www.itsanhonour.gov.au/honours/awards/imperial.cfm#mm  
iii 1919 'PEACE CELEBRATIONS.', The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), 25 July, p. 8, viewed 30 
September, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article62315336 
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Our memorials 

Towns and regions around the nation erected memorials and honour rolls to honour those 
who fought and those who died in the “Great War”.  This district has a number of memorials 
and honour rolls.  

Our World War One memorial was built soon after the war and placed on the Central 
Recreation Ground.  We have not been able to locate the exact date of dedication, however 
Anna Pope states “It is a marble monument, being a Cenotaph flanked by two pencil 
pines.  The memorial was started in 1919 and opened in 1920 and is one of the state’s 
earliest World War I memorials.i   Gavin McEwin stated the opening was 1920 in his study of 
historical buildings of Forest Range and Lenswood. ii   We have not, however, found an 
original source for this date. 

The image below, and on the cover, is the earliest known images of the World War One 
memorial.  This was taken before the picket fence was built and was clearly at a very early 
celebration, perhaps even the dedication. 

 

Figure 12 Image of Lenswood & Forest Range World War One memorial – circa 1920.  Reproduced with 
permission John Stafford. 
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For many years students and community members gathered on the Central Recreation 
Ground for a range of community events.  Images below show the memorial with flowers and 
wreaths laid.  None of the images below are of the opening of the memorial.  The two oldest 
photographs at top show the picket fence and are taken in the 1930s, more than ten years 
after the memorial was erected. 

 

Figure 13  Images above and at right were 
taken by Elsie Green circa 1930.  Reproduced 
with permission Geoffrey and John Bishop. 

 

  

 

It should be noted that the name Eglinton 
is incorrectly spelled on the memorial.  
Members of the wider Eglinton family 
expressed a desire to have this corrected 
at the Centenary.  At this time we are not 
in a financial position to address that. As 
the costs are prohibitive.  Note also that 
the name Eglinton is found misspelled in 
many publications and newspaper articles 
of the time. 

 

In later years the community has not 
gathered at the memorial to commemorate 
Anzac Day or Remembrance Day, 
however flowers are placed on the 
cenotaph on both days. 

 

This year, on the anniversary of the Anzac 
landing, we hold the first service for many 
decades. 

 

Figure 14  Lenswood & Forest Range World War One 
memorial –April 2014.  Reproduced with permission 
Kyra Plummer.  

  



 

 

page | 28 © 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc    

By May 1916 the community had begun a Roll of Honour.  This was a cloth flag housed at the 
Mission Hall.   

FOREST RANGE, May 8.- On Sunday afternoon a large crowd gathered at the 
Forest Range Mission Hall to witness the unrolling of the local roll of honour.  The 
Rev. E. Trengrove presided and delivered a stirring address.  The impressive 
ceremony was performed by Mrs. Thomas Eglington [sic], who has five out of six 
sons in Egypt, or in training.  The following names appear on the roll, in the order in 
which they enlisted:— Ptes. W. East (killed), T.J.L. Lawson, C.A.R. Mason, C.E. 
Eglington [sic], R. R. Biggs, E.S.W.J. Mason, A.J. Dearman, R M. Hackett, W K. 
Green, V.C. Waters, E.J. Green, M.J. Vickers, A.G. Brockhoff, S.R. MacLaren [sic], 
W.R. Eglington [sic], H. McDonald, E.J. Edwards. W.H. East, H. East, B.H. Norton, 
W. Peterson, M.T. Frost. F.J. Edwards. A. East, A.H. Bishop, C.C. Dolman, L. Green. 
T. Eglington [sic], A.F.G. Hefford. B.C. Stacey, J.C. Eglington [sic], L. Ellington [sic], 
H.O. Caldicott, O.S. Pollard — a total no fewer than 35 from Forest Range.iii 

After some years this cloth honour roll began to deteriorate and in 1937 a wooden honour 
board replaced it.   

 

Figure 15  Forest Range & Lenswood WWI honour roll - originally displayed at the Church of England 
Mission Hall.  Displayed at Lenswood Primary School, photographed March 2015 by A Probert – Forest 
Range and Lenswood History Group.  
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An article in The Advertiser in 1937 details the new board.   

“Soon after the close of the Great War an Australian flag, with the names of those 
who enlisted from the neighborhood and those who fell inscribed upon it was hung on 
the wall of the Church of England Mission Hall at Forest Range.  After nearly, twenty 
years this flag was in tatters. In the presence of a large congregation, a substantial 
wooden honor roll, bearing the fifty names in gold leaf, was unveiled by Miss Mary 
Lyons, who had been instrumental in collecting the funds for its purchase, and 
dedicated in an impressive service by the Rev. T. P. Wood, chaplain to the forces.  
An address was given by Mr.Playford, M.P. himself a returned soldier.” iv  

 

Other community organisations also 
developed Honour Rolls.  An honour 
board was displayed at the Forest 
Range Hall.   

This board was created by the 
Forest Oak Lodge and names of 
Lodge members were inscribed on 
paper.  Unfortunately the paper is 
now significantly damaged by 
mildew and it is not likely that 
restoration is possible. 

This board has an interesting list of 
names and we will address one of 
these at the end of this book. 

 

 

Figure 16  Honour board of members of the Forest Oak Lodge - 
photographed November 2014 by Jo Shaw – Forest Range and 
Lenswood History Group 
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The board below was originally created for display at the Primitive Methodist Church which 
was located on what is now known as Fry Lane, Forest Range.  After a new church was built 
at Lenswood the board moved to the Methodist Church at Lenswood, then to the Lenswood 
Cold Stores and it is now housed at the Lenswood Primary School. 

 

Figure 17  WWI Roll of Honour originally from the Primitive Methodist Church at Forest Range.  
Displayed at Lenswood Primary School, photographed March 2015 by A Probert – Forest Range and 
Lenswood History Group. 
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The local council, at that time called Onkaparinga Council, also setup an honour roll.  They 
listed men from all townships in the council region, including our area. 

 

Figure 18  District Council of Onkaparinga Roll of Honour.  The board is currently displayed in the 
Woodside Institute.  Photographed January 2015 by Susette Peterson – Forest Range and Lenswood 
History Group.  
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In acknowledgement of the Eglinton family’s commitment to the war, with five sons enlisted, 
they asked Elizabeth Eglinton, from Forest Range, to unveil it. 

WOODSIDE, August 2 — On Sunday last a combined service was held in the 
Institute in connection with the unveiling of a roll of honor of all those who have 
enlisted from the district of Onkaparinga.  There was an attendance of about 500. 
The service was conducted by Chaplain Captain T. J. Riddle and the Rev. A. M. 
Trengove.  The roll of honor, which has been placed in the Institute by the district 
council, was unveiled by Mrs. Eglinton, of Forest Range, who has five sons with their 
names on the roll…A collection to the amount of £10 14/6 went towards the Soldiers' 
Fund.v  

 

Other memorials 
A number of our men are commemorated on memorials other than our cenotaph. 

 

 

Mt Barker 

  

Arthur Walter Lacey Lawson and Oliver Stanley Pollard 

 

 

Figure 19  Mt Barker Honour Board, Mt Barker Soldiers Memorial Hospital.  - photographed January 
2015 by Evelyn Golding – Forest Range and Lenswood History Group. 
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Lobethal 

 

 

Walter Leonard East, William Henry East, Hugh Rennie McDonald 

 

 

 

Figure 20  Lobethal War Memorial, Main Street Lobethal.  - photographed February 2015 by Susette 
Peterson – Forest Range and Lenswood History Group. 
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Basket Range 

 

 

Arthur John Thomas Biggs and Hugh Rennie McDonald 

 

 

 

Figure 21  Basket Range War Memorial, Lobethal Road, Basket Range.  - photographed February 2015 
by Susette Peterson – Forest Range and Lenswood History Group. 

 

 

1914-1918 or 1914-1919 
 

The dates on our stone cenotaph are 1914-1919.  Britain declared war on 4 August 1914 
however the date of the end of the war displayed on various memorials can be either 1918 or 
1919.  Why the variation?  Some memorials commemorate Armistice Day while others 
commemorate the signing of the Treaty of Versailles. 

1918 – Armistice Day is 11 November 1918.  Germany signed the armistice with Allies on this 
date and a ceasefire came into effect at 11:00 am.  This ended the war on the Western Front. 

1919 – The Treaty of Versailles was signed on 28 June and set the conditions of peace with 
Germany. 

The Australian War Memorial cites the dates as 1914-1918.vi  
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i Anna Pope Historical Consultant – Berchervaise & Associates ‘Onkaparinga Valley Heritage Survey’, 
June 2000 
ii Gavin McEwin, ‘Onkaparinga District Council. [Part 1], Forest Range and Lenswood search and 
history’ Woodside: 1991?. p24 
iii 1916 'THE COUNTRY.', The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), 11 May, p. 3, viewed 25 
September, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59814424 
iv 1937 'Home News For Country Readers.',The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 -1954), 14 September, 
p. 15, viewed 23 July, 2013, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article30777101 
v 1916 'ILLEGAL SHEEPKILLING.', Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), 12 August, p. 11, viewed 28 
September, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article87307562 
vi Australian War Memorial : First World War 1914-18 [website] viewed 9 January 2015 
http://www.awm.gov.au/atwar/ww1/  
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Our soldiers 

 

ARTHUR JOHN THOMAS BIGGS 

ALEXANDER GEOFFREY BROCKHOFF 

WALTER LEONARD EAST 

WILLIAM HENRY EAST 

CLARENCE ROY EGLINTON 

LAURENCE EGLINTON 

THOMAS WILLIAM EGLINTON 

NORMAN HOCKING 

ARTHUR WALTER LACEY LAWSON 

CHARLES ALFRED ROBE MASON MM 

HUGH RENNIE MCDONALD 

BERT HENRY NORTON 

WILLIAM CHARLES NORTON 

CHARLES EDWARD PLUMMER 

OLIVER STANLEY POLLARD 

 …  ERIC REU 
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Arthur John Thomas Biggs  
SERN 240 630 

 

Arthur John Thomas Biggs died on 10 January, 1917 from a gunshot wound to the abdomen, 
in the 3rd Light Horse Field Ambulance Hospital at El Ariah, Egypt.  He was 34 ½ years old 
when he died. 

Arthur was born at Norton Summit on 19 August 1883.  
His father was John Thomas Biggs and his mother was 
Margaret Davis.   

The Biggs family were one of the earliest settler families 
in South Australia.   John’s father, Arthur’s grandfather, 
was Caleb Biggs.  Caleb was born in Waddesdon in 
Buckingham England and Caleb, along with his parents 
and siblings, arrived in Adelaide aboard the British 
Sovereign on 17 July 1847.  His father William was 
listed as a sawyer in the 1841 England census and 
upon arrival the family settled at Tusmore.  Caleb 
married Elizabeth Dean in 1848i and he was first 
employed in farming.  By 1851 Caleb was granted a 
timber licence and worked, along with many other 
settlers of The Tiers, felling trees and clearing the land.  
He was working in the Tiers region and along with two 
other men he is credited with finding the first gold in the 
Forest Range region in 1854ii.   

 

Figure 22  Arthur’s grandfather, Caleb 
Biggs.  Rob Fleming, ‘Brook – Biggs 
family tree’.  Viewed 15 May 2014. 

http://www.ancestry.com.au 

Caleb Biggs purchased section 81, comprising 161 acres on “The Forrest Road” in Tiers 
(later to become Forest Range) in February 1857.  Biggs is best known for building the Forest 
Range Hotel.iii   Caleb and Elizabeth had twelve children, the last eight of whom were born at 
Forest Range.  Many of the children married into local families.  The oldest of their children 
was John Thomas, father of Arthur. 

John Thomas Biggs was born at Tusmore (registered Magill) on 9 December 1849.  He first 
worked as a sawyer.  On 28 October, 1874, he married Margaret Davis at St John’s Anglican 
Church, Norton Summit.  Margaret was born on 3 October 1849 to William Dean Davis (born 
in Wales) and Catherine Cameron (born Scotland).  Davis’s lived in the Sixth Creek area 
(Cherryville).iv 

In 1881 John Biggs leased the land at the top of the 
range,v on the Adelaide side (and technically in 
Basket Range).  Section 84 was a large block, but 
very hilly.  Even today this land is so steep that much 
is still scrubland, with apples planted on the top flat 
adjoining Mawson Road.  John built a stone home 
adjacent to the road to Adelaide on the side of a hill.  
The house is still inhabited and today is known 
locally as Bigg’s Cottage.  He purchased the land in 
December 1884,vi however it is not known where the 
family lived before 1881.  By 1881 John and 
Margaret had four surviving children (a fifth child, 
John, had died as an infant).  Four of these had been 
born at Forest Range.  Our soldier, Arthur John 
Thomas, the sixth child, was the first born whilst the 
family lived in the stone cottage, although he was 
actually born at Norton Summit on 19 August 1883.  
Another four children followed. 

 

Figure 23  Biggs Cottage – ‘Planning 
Bulletin, Heritage.’  Adelaide: Publishing 
and Promotions Unit Planning SA, October 
2001 



 

 

page | 38 © 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc    

 

Figure 24  Guide to original section numbers from Bishop, GC (1984) p12, Stringybarks to orchards. 

 

Figure 25  Biggs Cottage – Reproduced with permission John Abell, Forest Range 

  

Biggs cottage  
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John Thomas Biggs (1849-1917) and Margaret Davis (1849-1891) had the following 
children:   

1. Charlotte (born Forest Range, SA, 26 April 1876, died North Adelaide, SA, 2 July 
1938, married name Smith) 

2. William Henry (born Forest Range, SA, 14 August 1877, died Basket Range, SA, 29 
May 1896) 

3. Mary Emily (born Forest Range, SA, 12 December 1878, died Adelaide, SA, 2 August 
1964, married name Bell) 

4. John (born Forest Range, SA, 15 July 1880, died Forest Range, SA, 26 August 1890) 
5. Wilfred (born Norton Summit, SA, 21 December 1881, died Perth, WA, 1953) 
6. Arthur John Thomas (born Norton Summit, SA 19 August 1883, died Rafa, Egypt, 10 

January 1917) 
7. Ella Clara (born Norton Summit, SA, 9 July 1885, died Forest Range, SA, 10 March 

1906) 
8. Maud Agnes Davis (born Norton Summit, SA, 27 September 1887, died 1982, 

married name Meyers) 
9. Rennas Albert Gatwick (born Norton Summit, SA, 24 September 1889, died North 

Adelaide, SA, 14 October 1929)  

The Bishop family of Basket Range were neighbours of the Biggs family.  John Biggs and 
Charles Bishop were friends and the families played together.  John Bishop recounted a story 
he recalls from his great-aunt:   

Charl's next youngest brother Bert was enamoured of Maud.  He was showing off one 
day when the Biggs children were visiting. He was swinging on a willow or some 
other tree at the dam by the bridge, it gave way and he got a dunking, and lost face in 
the onlookers' eyes! I think that Maud wasn't as keen on him as vice versa. She 
married, later, Solomon Meyers.vii  

Arthur, along with at least some of his 
siblings, attended Basket Range School.  
This would have been a challenging walk to 
school, having to walk down to the valley 
between Forest Range and Basket Range 
before climbing up to the school, and then, 
at the end of the day, repeating the long, 
steep journey to home.  However, life for 
the family changed dramatically when, in 
1891, Margaret died, leaving John with 
eight young children to raise.  The children’s 
ages at the time ranged from 2 to 15 with 
Arthur being just eight years old.  In a letter 
written after Arthur’s death Charlotte, the 
eldest sibling, stated  

Our mother died when we were all 
children, it fell to my lot to rear my 
brothers and sisters.viii   

Tuberculosis (consumption) was a virulent 
killer in the late 19 century.  Many of the 
Biggs children died from tuberculosis as did 
their mother, Margaret.  It is thought that 
Ella, John and William also succumbed to 
the disease.   

We have not been able to locate images of 
John, however an image of his sister, 
Charlotte, has been located, at right.  

 

Figure 26  Charlotte (older sister to Arthur) c1918.  
Reproduced with permission Norma Smith. 
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Charl's 1st cousin Beatie Moulds was a Biggs friend, too, she was at Ella's death bed 
or visited not long before she died.  She said that Ella was like an angel, blonde, 
ethereal.ix 

John Thomas Biggs also contracted tuberculosis and this was the major cause of his leaving 
the Forest Range district and seeking a home where the climate was more helpful to his 
illnesses.  John moved to the Murray Mallee to farm around 1896, leasing the Forest Range 
land to Charles Norton.x  The Advertiser of 2 December 1907 carried an advertisement for 
selling the land.  

GARDEN PROPERTY, FOREST RANGE, 14 miles from Adelaide, on main road, 139 
acres, about 20 acres planted with various fruits in bearing; permanent water. GOOD 
GRAZING. House, 4 rooms, outbuildings, stables, yard, &, fenced, subdivided.- J. T. 
BIGGS, Forest Range.xi 

We assume that Arthur moved with his father, however by the age of 17 Arthur was living in 
New South Wales.  He enlisted to fight in the Boer War in Africa.  His service number was 
3239.  (Note that some ‘unofficial’ documents list his age as just 15, however he was born in 
1883 and enlisted in March 1901 – so he was clearly 17.)  Arthur listed his residence as New 
South Wales and his next of kin as being his father in Wilcannia.xii   This was incorrect and at 
this point, given later actions, we wonder if that reference was actually to his brother Wilfred, 
who was his next older brother.  Were they perhaps mining at Broken Hill area?  If Arthur was 
living in Wilcannia this might explain why he joined a NSW and not an SA contingent to the 
Boer War.  Note that his sister Charlotte had married while living in New South Wales in 1902 
and it is possible that Arthur moved to New South Wales with her.  Arthur sailed with the 2nd 
draft aboard the Ranee on 21 March 1901 and served for 20 months.  

3rd New South Wales Imperial Bushmen were horsemen so it is apparent that Arthur must 
have been a skilled horseman.   

  

Figure 27  In the NSW Imperial Bushmen camp, South Africa, 1900.  AWM A04298  
https://www.awm.gov.au/atwar/boer/ [public domanin] 
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After his return from the Boer War Arthur and his brother Wilfred (also known as Milfred) 
moved to Western Australia gold mining.  In 1910 Arthur is recorded on the Western 
Australian Electoral roll for the division of Coolgardie in the subdivision of Murchison.  He was 
working as a miner at Wiluna, which was the biggest gold mine in Australia when at its peak.   

Gold was discovered there in 1896.  Arthur’s brother Wilfred was not with Arthur in 1910.  
Wilfred had married in 1907 and was mining some four hours away at Vivian. xiii  

Arthur continued mining.  In the1916 Electoral Roll for the district of Dampier, sub-division of 
Greenoch he is listed as mining at the Narra Tarra Lead Mines, north-east of Geraldton.  By 
this time his brother Wilfred was living at Mt Magnet with his second wife.xiv  Despite Charlotte 
stating she did not know where Wilfred was in 1920, he was living in Western Australia and 
working in the timber industry.  Wilfred and his second wife, Elizabeth, had at least two sons, 
Arthur and Milfred.  Naming his first son Arthur implies that there may have been an ongoing 
relationship with his brother, Arthur.  Milford followed his father, becoming a timber 
worker/millworker like his father.  By 1943 Wilfred (Milfred) has been invalided.  He died in 
1953 and his death was registered in Perth.xv 

Arthur, meanwhile, did not marry.  After the outbreak of World War One Arthur quickly 
enlisted in the Army – SERN240.  His war records state that he enlisted at Guildford, a Perth 
suburb on 8 December 1914, however it seems this was a second, perhaps even third 
enlistment process as he had already enlisted at Kalgoorlie.xvi  Tim Cudini, War Museum 
Assistant at the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder stated: 

Following the declaration of war and the Australian government’s commitment of 
troops, Arthur presented himself to the Kalgoorlie Drill Hall on 16 August 1914; he 
passed the medical examination and the following day took the train to Blackboy Hill 
with the other volunteers.	  

Arthur was briefly a member of the 11th Battalion until the 10th Light Horse Regiment 
was formed at Guildford, Western Australia in October 1914. Previous experience as 
mounted infantry in the Boer War may have given Arthur an inclination to join the new 
unit and this he did on 19 October 1914.xvii 

The National Archives war records detail Arthur as enrolling, and undergoing medical 
examination, on 3 September 2014 at Helena Vale and again 8 December 1914 at Guildford.  
There are, however, pencil corrections on some records detailing 19 October 1914.  Various 
records list Arthur as having enlisted at Helena Vale, Guildford and Blackboy.  They are all in 
close proximity and may reflect a paper trail of his change from the 11th battalion to the newly 
formed 10th Light Horse.  The National Archives papers show his discharge and re-enlistment 
into the 10th Light Horse Regiment, B squadron.xviii   The army camp was at Blackboy and was 
here that 10th Light Horse Regiment trained.  Arthur’s horse skills and experience in the Boer 
War would have made him made him a perfect candidate for the Light Horsemen.  

 

Figure 28  Light Horseman camp at Guildford.  1914 'ILLUSTRATED SECTION.', Western Mail (Perth, 
WA : 1885 - 1954), 4 December, p. 23, viewed 31 October, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article44752064 
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The following document is a segment of Arthur’s enlistment in the 10th Light Horse in 
December 1914. 

 

Figure 29  Oath taken at Guildford, 8 December 1914.  National Archives of Australia : service records.  
NAA:B2455, Arthur John Thomas Biggs, p 9.  Reproduced with permission NAA.  

His physical description detailed in his enlistment papers was: 

 

Age 31 years 4 months 
Height 5 feet 7 inches 
Weight 161 lbs 
Chest measurement  36-38 inches 
Complexion Florid 
Eyes Grey 
Hair Dark with grey 
Religious denomination  C of Exix 
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Figure 30  Colour patch of the 10th Light Horse. RELAWM07941.012, viewed 7 February 2015,  
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/RELAWM07941.012/.  Reproduced with permission AWM.  

Arthur, along with his 10th Light Horse B Squadron comrades, sailed from Fremantle on 17 
February 1915 aboard the HMAT Mashobra.xx  They arrived in Egypt a month later where the 
10th Light Horse trained for some time until, on 16 May 1915, the brigade left their horses in 
Egypt and travelled from Alexandria to Gallipoli as reinforcements for the existing Anzacs.  
These soldiers, and those from the 8th Light Horse, joined the 3rd Light Horse and fought in 
the Battle for the Nek.xxi This was the battle dramatised in the 1981 Peter Weir film, Gallipoli.  
The Charge at the Nek is detailed on the Australian War Memorial website and we include 
that summary, in full, below: 

Charge at The Nek 

The Nek was a vitally important position on the northern end of the ANZAC front line 
and the scene of a tragic attack by the 3rd Light Horse Brigade at dawn on 7 August 
1915. It was a narrow bridge of land that stretched between Russell's Top and Baby 
700 across the top of Monash Valley. The Turkish trenches on the slopes of Baby 
700 allowed them to dominate the Australian positions below. 

As part of the diversionary effort for the August Offensive, the 3rd Light Horse was 
ordered to attack the Turkish trenches at the Nek at 4.30am on 7 August to support 
an attack on Baby 700 by New Zealand troops who were to have captured Chunuk 
Bair the previous evening. The attack commenced with a bombardment of the 
Turkish positions by a destroyer steaming offshore, but the bulk of the shells fell 
beyond their target and the bombardment ended seven minutes early. Instead of 
charging at this point, the officers of the light horse held their men back until the 
appointed time for the attack arrived. This gave the Turks time to man their positions, 
having sought shelter during the bombardment. 

The first wave of light horsemen from the 8th Light Horse Regiment were shot down 
by Turkish rifle and machine-gun fire. The second line, also from the 8th, scrambled 
over the dead and wounded of the first line to make their attack, and suffered the 
same fate. Cancellation of the attack was proposed, but was rejected by Major John 
Antill, who had taken over effective command of the 3rd Brigade. The third line of 
soldiers, from the 10th Light Horse, went over the top and were also shot down. 
Cancellation was again suggested, but before a decision was made, the right flank of 
the fourth line charged as a result of a misunderstanding, and the rest of the line 
followed. They too were mowed down by the Turkish fire. The 8th Light Horse 
suffered 234 casualties, 154 fatal; and the 10th, suffered 138 casualties, 80 fatal.xxii 

Although the casualties were high Arthur survived this battle.  His friend, Arthur Pitt, did not.   
Arthur Biggs sent a letter to Arthur Pitt’s parents, which was published in the Mount Alexander 
Mail.  The letter shows Arthur as a compassionate and caring man.  He shares his first hand 
account of that battle.   
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Trooper A. Biggs :- You "will have heard of the death of your son Arthur before this 
letter reaches you, and will understand how hard it is for me to have to write this letter 
to you. I wish you to know how he fell, and am sure your son would do also. On the 
morning of August 7th our regiment, 10th Light Horse, charged the Turkish trenches, 
opposite ours, and were badly cut up. Your son, Arthur, was right up among the 
leaders, and was shot within a few yards of the enemy's trenches.  It will be some 
consolation for you to know that he died instantly. He was shot quite dead, so 
therefore suffered no pain, though lying out between the trenches. It is a long time 
after the event I am writing. In explanation of not writing sooner I will tell you we were 
only relieved from the trenches yesterday, and, of course, we have not had 
much time to write while in the trenches. Arthur told me he had a cousin in, I think, 
the 12th Bat., but I don’t know his name, so therefore cannot inform him of the sad 
news. Your son and I have been in the troop and same section ever since he joined 
the regiment. So you can understand how much I felt -when he was killed. It will be 
a great, consolation for you to know that he was held in high esteem by all ranks in 
the regiment, and deservedly so. He died bravely, as brave as a man could die. All 
his old troop wish me to express their deepest sympathy for you in your great sorrow, 
and you will know how I feel about it, losing my best friend. I am enclosing 
under separate cover, a few small articles and a Bible which we found on Arthur after 
he was killed. xxiii  

Arthur was promoted to Lance Corporal on 19 August 1915.  It is unlikely that he was at the 
next major Gallipoli battle, the Battle of Hill 60 on 21 August as he was hospitalised with 
diarrhoea on 20 August and it appears he didn’t re-join his squadron until 4 September.  He 
was again hospitalised on 20 November 1915, this time with haemorrhoids, and transferred to 
Mudros on the Greek Island of Lemnos and on to the Canadian Hospital on that island.  It 
wasn’t until 27 December that Arthur finally re-joined his battalion, in Egypt.  He was charged 
with being absent without leave for three days on 16 January 1916 however no more is 
known about this episode.  He lost three days pay and any further leave was cancelled.  
Arthur’s health didn’t hold up long as he was hospitalised again that same day, 16 January 
1916, this time with mumps.  He returned to duty on 4 February 1916.xxiv  

Despite his illnesses and his AWOL charge Arthur was made Corporal on 8 June 1916.  The 
10th Light Horse were by this time again mounted and fighting battles through Egypt against 
the Ottoman army, driving the Turks back.  They were involved in the Battle of Romani, which 
was the first battle after Gallipoli that had the Light Horse brigade in mounted formation.  This 
battle was a clear victory for the allied forces.  On 5 August the 10th Light Horse joined the 9th 
Light Horse at Hill 70 at Nagid and attacked the Turks on the right flank and faced machine 
gun fire.  They continued in the Nagid for the rest of that battle.xxv  

The 10th Light Horse Regiment then took part in the Allied advance in the Sinai over the next 
few months.  These battles led to the fall of Bir el Mazar, El Arish, Bir el Magdhaba and Rafa.  
After this the Ottoman forces were expelled from the Sinai Peninsula.  On 11 October Arthur 
attained the rank of Lance Sergeant, and was promoted to temporary Sergeant on 12 
December. xxvi    This rise through the ranks must reflect his maturity and his skill level.  

On 9 January 1917 the 10th Light Horse division marched toward Rafa, which is on the 
border of what is now known as Israel.  This battle is called the Battle of Rafa and ended the 
Turkish Sinai campaign of 1916.  The War Diary record is detailed on the Australian Light 
Horse Studies Centre site and is included below: 

Rafa 9 January 1917 
0100  Division marched for Rafa 
0500  Arrived vicinity of cross roads 250 5 miles south of Rafa 
1110  Brigade received orders to attack C Group of trenches. Came under long 
range fire at 1140. 
1330  3rd Light Horse Brigade asked for and received covering fire. 8th and 10th 
Light Horse Regiments merged into one line 270 yards from enemy. Heavily shelled 
by enemy.  
1645  Enemy capitulated. Casualties 3 killed 20 wounded. Of the wounded 3 have 
since died.xxvii 
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Temporary Sergeant Arthur John Thomas Biggs was one of the three wounded who later 
died.  He received gun shot wounds to his stomach on 9 January.  He was sent to the 3rd 
Light Horse Field Ambulance Hospital, however his war records say that he died in transit on 
10 January.  He was buried that same day. xxviii    His death was reported in The Register, 29 
January 1917.xxix 

 

Figure 31  Google Map Data ©2015 viewed 7 Jan 2015 

  



 

 

page | 46 © 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc    

 

Figure 32  Field Service : report of death, AJT Biggs. NAA:B2455, Arthur John Thomas Biggs, p20.  
Reproduced with permission NAA. 

 

 

 

Arthur’s death was listed in a number 
of Australian papers including The 
Chronicle on 24 February, 1917. 

  

Figure 33  1917 'THE LATE SERGEANT A. J. H. 
BIGGS.', Chronicle(Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), 24 
February, p. 42, viewed 28 September, 2014, 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article87438312 

On his enlistment papers Arthur had listed his father as being of Forest Range, however John 
was not living at Forest Range when Arthur enlisted, nor when Arthur died.  John, who had 
been unwell for years, died just two months after Arthur’s death and Charlotte, the eldest 
sibling, took over contact with the AIF.  The AIF documents record Charlotte’s name in lieu of 
John’s as next of kin after advice from Charlotte of her father’s death in March, 1917.  Below 
is a letter from the AIF to Charlotte Smith [Biggs] in October 1917, regarding Arthur’s death.   
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Figure 34  Letter from AIF to Charlotte Smith providing details of Arthur’s death and burial.  NAA:B2455 
Arthur John Thomas Biggs, p22.  Reproduced with permission NAA. 

 

Arthur’s personal effects were returned to Charlotte in two packages.  The first included his 
pocket book, handkerchief, pocket knife & chain, photos, letters a note and some cash.  This 
was sent back in March 1917.  A second package was sent in July of the same year.  This 
contained the contents of his kit, including razors, wristwatch, notebook, postcards, knitted 
socks, handkerchief, comb, pipe, badges, South African ribbon, addresses list, a letter and 
his identity disc.xxx  

However, as was the practice of the time, a male family member was sought to receive his 
medals.  The youngest of the family, Rennas, was living at Jamestown at the time.  He had 
gone to Jamestown to work at the Railway Hotel where his uncle Albert Biggs held the 
licence.xxxi   Rennas claimed to be the last brother alive and Arthur’s war medals were sent to 
him, despite Charlotte, the oldest of the family, requesting them earlier.  It is possible that the 
family was not in contact with Wilfred at that time because he was alive and living in Western 
Australia. 

In December 1921 the remains of Arthur Biggs were exhumed and moved to a military 
cemetery.  They were re-interred at Kantara – Plot B, grave 169.   Kantara (Al Qantarah El 
Sharqiyya) War Memorial Cemetery has 1,562 graves of Commonwealth soldiers from the 
First World War.  It is 160 km north east of Cairo, on the Suez Canal. 
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Figure 35  Letter from Rennas, brother of Arthur, claiming war medals.  NAA:B2455 Arthur John 
Thomas Biggs, p46. 

 

Figure 36  Image H98.105/3285 Kantara War Memorial, the final resting place of Arthur John Thomas 
Biggs.  [War cemeteries in Syria, Damascus, Egypt, New Guinea, Tobruk and Bomana] [picture]   Argus 
Newspaper Collection of Photographs, State Library of Victoria viewed 12 February 2015, 
http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?vid=MAIN&reset_config=true&doc
Id=SLV_VOYAGER1725312 

  



 

 

© 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc page | 49    

 

Figure 37  Kantara War Memorial Cemetery.  Reproduced with permission The War Graves Photographic 
Project. 

  

Figure 38  Gravestone of Arthur John Thomas Biggs, Kantara War Memorial Cemetery.  Reproduced 
with permission The War Graves Photographic Project.  
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Commemorations 

• Adelaide War Memorial, North Terrace, Adelaide 
• Basket Range War Memorial 
• Commemorative Area, Australian War Museum, Canberra 
• District Council of Onkaparinga WWI Honour Board 
• Kantara War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt 
• Lenswood and Forest Range WWI memorial, Lobethal Road, Forest Range 
• Lenswood & Forest Range WWI Honour Board 
• Western Australian State War Memorial, Mt Eliza, Kings Park, Perth 

 

Medals received 

• 1914-1915 Star #25874 
• British War Medal #8722 
• Victory Medal #8679 
• Memorial Scroll - no scroll is listed on his record 
• Memorial Plaque #320033xxxii  

 
 
 
Notes 

 

1. We were not able to locate a photograph of Arthur during our research.  We would 
welcome one at any time and will update our documentation immediately one is 
supplied. 
 

2. We found numerous references to Arthur joining the Boer War at the age of 15.  This 
is incorrect.  He enlisted in 1901 (sailing in March) and was born in August 1883.  So 
he was 17 at the time on enlistment. 
 

3. A book published in 2004 presented an account of the battle at The Nek.  It has a 
paragraph, which we include below, that is incorrect.  Arthur John Thomas Biggs did 
not die at Gallipoli.  Arthur’s friend, Arthur Pitt did die, as previously discussed. 

Sergeant Arthur Biggs, a 33-year-old goldminer from Kalgoorlie, who had served with 
the New South Wales Bushmen in the Boer War (disguising his true age of fifteen), 
also fell beside him, dying of his wounds three days later.xxxiii 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
i Rob Fleming, ‘Brook – Biggs family tree’, viewed 15 May 2014  http://www.ancestry.com.au 
ii 1932 'Real Life Stories Of South Australia.', Chronicle(Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), 1 September, p. 
18, viewed 22 January, 2015, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article90633014 
iii Geoffrey Bishop, ‘Stringybarks to orchards : a history of Forest Range and Lenswood.’ Lenswood Cold 
Stores Co-operative Society, Hawthorndene, SA: 1984 p65 
iv Fleming, op cit 
v G Bishop, op cit, p67 
vi ibid, p67 
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vii John Bishop, email to J Shaw 20 May 2014   
viii NAA:B2455, Arthur John Thomas Biggs 
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x G Bishop, op cit 
xi 1907 'Advertising.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 2 December, p. 2, viewed 11 
January, 2015, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5110775 
xii Australians in the Boer War : Oz-Boer database project, viewed 11 January 2015, 
http://members.pcug.org.au/~croe/ozb/oz_boer_more.cgi?record=1597 
xiii Western Australia Electoral Roll - Ancestry.com. Australia, Electoral Rolls, 1903-1980 [database on-
line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2010.  Original data: Australian Electoral 
Commission. [Electoral roll] viewed 4 May 2014  
xiv ibid 
xv WA Registry of Births, deaths and marriages.  
xvi NAA:B2455, op cit 
xvii Tim Cudini, War Museum Assistant, City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, email to J Shaw 8 September 2014 
xviii NAA:B2455 op cit 
xix ibid 
xx AIF Project viewed 12 January 2015 https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=22426 
xxi 10th Light Horse Regiment ; Wikipedia.  Viewed 11 January 2015 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/10th_Light_Horse_Regiment_%28Australia%29 
xxii AWM : Charge at the Nek viewed 4 May 2014, http://www.awm.gov.au/military-event/E133/  
xxiii 1916 'KILLED IN ACTION.', Mount. Alexander Mail (Vic. : 1914 - 1917), 22 March, p. 2, viewed 18 
May, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article119618353 
xxiv NAA:B2455 op cit 
xxv Australian Light Horse Studies Centre [website]  http://alh-research.tripod.com/Light_Horse/  
xxvi NAA:B2455 op cit 
xxvii Australian Light Horse Studies Centre, op cit 
xxviii NAA:B2455 op cit 
xxix 1917 '267th CASUALTY LIST.', The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), 23 January, p. 5, viewed 
28 September, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59894795 
xxx NAA:B2455 op cit 
xxxi Kaye Bothall, Jamestown Local History Centre,9  February, 2015 
xxxii ibid 
xxxiii  John Hamilton, Goodbye cobber God bless you : the fatal charge of the Light Horse, Gallipoli, 
Sydney: Pan Macmillan Australia, 2004, p317 
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Alexander Geoffrey Brockhoff 
SERN 2270 

 

Alice Pruden Fry was born in 1863 at Jerry’s Flat, 
in fact where the Lenswood Cold Stores now stand.  
Her father was John Brock Fry and her mother 
Harriet Brown, two of the earliest settlers of the 
district.  Before her marriage Alice worked with her 
father at the Forest School, taking on the role of 
sewing mistress and monitor.   

She married a local stone mason, Alexander Carl 
Friedrich Brockhoff.  Alex was skilled as a 
stonemason as had been his father, Freidrich 
before him.  Alex worked on many prominent 
buildings in the hills including The Mission Hall at 
Forest Range (Lenswood).  Alice worked the 
orchard and market garden on land given to the 
family by her father JB Fry.  She was assisted by 
various workmen and as they grew older, by her 
sons. 

 

Figure 39  Alexander and Alice Brockhoff.  Reproduced 
with permission Geoffrey and John Bishop. 

 

Figure 40  Alexander Geoffrey Brockhoff.  
Reproduced with permission Kathleen 
Brockhoff. 

 

The couple had six children. 

1. Helena Anne  (born Forest Range, SA 3 May 1891, died Forest Range, SA 1 
September 1948, married name Filsell) 

2. Arthur Charles (born Forest Range, SA 18 January 1893, died Payneham, SA 13 
November 1967) 

3. Alexander Geoffrey (born Forest Range, SA 13 August 1894, died Pozières 
4. , France, 6 August 1916) 
5. Perry Albert  (born Forest Range, SA 19 February 1896, died 23 April 1940, changed 

surname to Brook) 
6. David Alfred (born Forest Range, SA 20 August 1899, died Morphett Vale, SA 11 

August 1970) 
7. Alice Pruden (born Forest Range, SA 16 March 1902, died Forest Range SA 24 

June 1902)  
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Figure 41  Guide to original section numbers from Bishop, GC (1984) p12, Stringybarks to orchards. 

 

Geof grew up in the family home on Section 5146 on Cold Store Road.  On 9 September 
1901, at the age of seven, Geof began his schooling at Lobethal School.  The enrolment 
records do not show that he had attended a school before this.  He stayed in the junior class 
at Lobethal School or just one year before leaving in September 1902.i  We assume that he 
subsequently attended Forest School where his grandfather John Brock Fry had been 
headmaster for thirty years and his mother had been a sewing mistress before her marriage.  
The records for Forest School (later known as Lenswood Primary School) before 1911 are 
not in the State Records collection.  

As a young man Geof was keen on sport as were most young me of the time.  He played 
tennis and was a strong footballer for the Forest Range team.  He was also a talented artist, 
his strength being water colour painting.ii   

  

The Pines, 
Brockhoff family 
property, Cold 

Store Road 

Swamp Road property 
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Figure 42  Brockhoff family home : The Pines, Cold Store Road, Lenswood (Jerry’s Flat).  Reproduced 
with permission Geoffrey and John Bishop. 

In 1915 Geof’s parents purchased a 148 acres of section 97 on Swamp Road for Geof to 
farm.  This was formerly owned by local identity Billy Pye and was purchased at auction after 
Pye’s death.iii   Geof was not a farmer for long as on 23 September 1915 he enlisted in the 
Army and was sent overseas to fight.  John Bishop commented that before he left for the war 
Geof planted Monkey Pine at The Pines (his family home on Cold Store Road).iv    

At the age of 17 Geof, along with others from the district, had enlisted in the 79th Bn of the 
Citizen Forces Militia.  Three years later, at the age of 21 he enlisted in the AIF.  He listed 
himself as a gardener.  His physical description detailed in his enlistment papers was: 

Age 21 years 1 month 
Height 5 feet 9 1/4 inches 
Weight 160 lbs 
Chest measurement  35-37 1/2 inches 
Complexion Fair 
Eyes Blue 
Hair Brown 
Religious denomination  C of Ev  

 

Upon enlistment Geof underwent training before being allocated to the 4th Reinforcements for 
the 32nd Battalion.  He embarked from Melbourne for Egypt on the HMAT Anchises on 30 
March 1916.  Just three months after his enlistment he was appointed as a provisional 
Corporal with the 16th infantry.  Geof was based at Serapeum, on the Suez Canal.  On 19 
April 1916 he was moved to the 48th Bn (from the 32nd Bn) and reverted to the rank of 
Private.   

The 48th Battalion had been formed in Egypt on 16 March 1916 and originally comprised men 
from Western Australia and South Australia.  It was part of the 12th brigade attached to the 
4th Australian Division. vi 
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Figure 43 Colour patch of 48th Battalion, AWM, RELAWM13307.113, viewed 7 February 2015, 
http://www.awm.gov.au/unit/U51488/, reproduced with permission AWM. 

 

 

Figure 44  Geof Brockhoff.  Reproduced with 
permission Ashley and Harleigh Mason 

 

Figure 45  Geof Brockhoff in uniform.  Reproduced 
with permission Geoffrey and John Bishop. 

 

Lt Colonel RL Leanes wrote about the conditions experienced by the soldiers in the 48th Bn 
War Diaries.  At one point he commented on the heat, stating that it was now too hot for 
bacon.  He also commented that he considered it a mistake to cut the food rations of the 
soldiers. vii   
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After preparation at Serapeum the 48th Bn moved to the Western front and fought in Pozières.  
Pozières is a small village on a ridge and is just 49 km from Lens.  The Battle of Pozières was 
critical to the control of this region.  This battle was the first of the wider Battle of the Somme 
for the Australian troops.  It was Geof’s first major battle and was a particularly costly battle 
for Australia.  Australian official historian Charles Bean wrote that the Pozières ridge "is more 
densely sown with Australian sacrifice than any other place on earth." viii 

Two other men from Forest Range, Jack Mason (27th Bn) and his cousin Clarence Eglinton 
(27th Bn) also fought in this battle.   

The Australian 1st Division opened the offensive on 1 July and the Germans responded 
strongly with many bombs.  By 27 July the 2nd Division was facing heavy bombing from the 
Germans and on the following two days the Division lost over 3,500 men however they 
managed to take Pozières ridge.  The Germans fought hard to recover this ridge and on 5 
August the Germans counter-attacked to recover Hill 160.  During extreme bombardment 
from the Germans the 4th Division (Geof’s Division) struggled to hold the ridge, however they 
finally gained the advantage on 7 August.  The 4th Division had lost over 1,000 men by this 
time.ix   

The image below shows soldiers returning from the trenches at Pozières however, Geof 
would never return.  On 6 August 1916 Geof Brockhoff had been reported missing in action. 

 

Figure 46  Australian machine gunners returning from the front line trenches to their billets, in France. 
(Original British Official Photographer caption.)  France 1916. AWM, EZ0079, viewed 29 December 
2014, http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/EZ0079/.  [public domain]  

 

The war diaries of this period are sobering and some quotes are included below: 

“The Battalion moved from Sausage Valley on August 5th to take over position OG1, 
OG2 Pozières.” 

“The Battalion suffered very heavy causalities during the night of 5th August and day 
of 6th, although constant efforts were made to dig trenches they were almost 
immediately blown up by enemy shell fire.”  
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 “The Battalion causalities August 5th to 7th inclusive were – 6 officers killed … 14 
officers wounded … 98 other ranks kills, 404 other ranks wounded, 76 other ranks 
missing.”x 

Private Alexander Geoffrey Brockhoff was one of those missing 76 men.  He is recorded as 
dying near Contaimaison, half a mile south of Pozières.   

Note that there was further fighting in the region (Mouquet Farm) in September.  According to 
the Australian War Memorial London “In less than seven weeks in the fighting at Pozières and 
Mouquet Farm three Australian divisions suffered 23,000 casualties.  Of these, 6,800 men 
were killed or died of wounds.  It was a loss comparable with the casualties sustained by the 
Australians over an eight month period at Gallipoli in 1915.” xi 

 

Google Map Data ©2015 viewed 5 Jan 2015 

 

The exact details of Geof’s death are varied according to a variety of sources. 

• Pte F Burgess stated “that on August 6/16 at Pozières he saw Brockhoff pass in the 
trench.  He was walking to the dressing station – his hand had been shattered.” 

• Cpl A Longson stated “A.G.Brockhoff in an attack made on enemy’s trench, at night, 
did not reach the trench and was probably killed” 

• Pte W Wood states “Brockhoff was wounded and came to a Hospt. in England” 
• Campbell 1872 stated “on a Sunday morning near Contaimaison Wood Brockhoff 

was taken by the Germans who occupied that part of the trench” 
• Pte AJ Hayes states “ I saw him killed at Pozières on the above date by a rifle 

bullet”xii  
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On 19 April 1917 Pte C.R. Overall wrote the following: 

Concerning A.G. Brockhoff I am sorry that I can do little to help you.  It is not known 
by any in this unit (for sure) whether he was killed or not, but there are men who saw 
him in a position of trench that was a few minutes after blown in by a shell and it is 
generally believed that he was still there when the explosion took place and was 
killed and buried by it.  He was about five fee ten, well built, fair hair, either blue or 
grey eyes.  He has no marks that I know of that you could identify him by.”xiii 

Kathleen Brockhoff shared a story that her father, Roger, told her.  After the war Max Vickers, 
a neighbour who had also been in the AIF, came to visit Roger’s father, Dave.  He said that 
he had seen Geof leaning against a tree, injured.  He waved Max and the other stretcher-
bearers on, saying that there were others who were hurt worse.  When they came back Max 
said the tree had been blown up and Geof was gone.  As events were both traumatic and 
confusing this may or may not be an accurate account of his death, however, on 25 May 1917 
the court of enquiry declared Geof had been “killed in action”.   

Alice Brockhoff signed for her son’s effects on 7 July 1917.  These effects comprised 3 
handkerchiefs, a spirit flask, cap, comforter, mittens, knife, fly veil, metal watch, 2 keys, 
Corporal chevrons, 5 pieces of shrapnel and a badge. 

 

Figure 47  NAA:B2455 Alexander Geoffrey Brockhoff, p13.  Reproduced with permission NAA. 

 

On 21 January 1918 more of his items were returned to his mother.  This time she received a 
bag handle, comb, scarfe, 3 prs mittens, brush and 2 military books.  On 13 November 1922 
his father, Alex, signed for his Victory Medal and his British War Medal along with a memorial 
plaque and later that year he signed for a memorial scroll. 

Geof has no known grave.  He is commemorated at the Australian National Memorial, Villers-
Bretonneux, France along with almost 11,000 other missing soldiers. xiv 
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Figure 48  Villers-Brettoneux – reproduced with permission The War Graves Photographic Project. 

 

In his will Geof left his property to his father.  That land is now worked by descendants of 
David, Geof’s brother.  The Brockhoff family have mounted Geof’s Memorial Plaque and it sits 
in the garden near the house. 

 

.  

Figure 49  Geof Brockhoff Memorial Plaque - 
photographed January 2015 by Jo Shaw – Forest 
Range and Lenswood History Group. 
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Commemorations 

• Adelaide War Memorial, North Terrace, Adelaide 
• Australian National Memorial – Villers‑Bretonneux  
• Commemorative Area, Australian War Museum, Canberra 
• District Council of Onkaparinga WWI Honour Board 
• Lenswood and Forest Range WWI memorial, Lobethal Road, Forest Range 
• Lenswood & Forest Range WWI Honour Board 

 

Medals received 

• British War Medal #33953 
• Victory Medal #33712 
• Memorial Scroll - no scroll is listed on his record 
• Memorial Plaque #324009xv 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
i Admission registers: 1875 - 1997, Lobethal Primary School, State Records of South Australia 
ii John Bishop, ‘Birds of the wilderness : a history of the descendants of Thomas and Anna Brown of 
Wiltshire and South Australia.’ Kent Town, SA: John M Bishop, 1987 p100  
iii Geoffrey Bishop, ‘Stringybarks to orchards : a history of Forest Range and Lenswood.’ Hawthorndene, 
SA: Lenswood Cold Stores Co-operative Society, 1984 p88    
iv John Bishop op cit p100 
v NAA:B2455, Alexander Geoffrey Brockhoff 
vi 48th Battaltion (Australia) [website] viewed 4 January 2015 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/48th_Battalion_(Australia) 
vii 48th Infantry Battalion.  Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries, 1914-1918 War, Infantry.  April 1916 
– Item 23/65/3, viewed 4 January 2015, 
http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/RCDIG1018612/?image=1&fullscreen=true#display-image  
viii Battle of Pozières [website] viewed 4 January 2015 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Pozi%C3%A8res    
ix ibid 
x 48th Infantry Battalion.  op cit Item 23/65/7  
xi AWM London, Pozières, the battle of the Somme, 1916 [webpage] viewed 4 January 2015  
http://www.awmlondon.gov.au/battles/Pozières 
xii 2270 Private Alexander Geoffrey Brockhoff, 48th Battalion.  Australian Red Cross Wounded and 
Missing Enquiry Bureau files, 1914-18 War – 1DRL/0428 viewed 4 January 2015 
http://static.awm.gov.au/images/collection/pdf/RCDIG1035245--1-.PDF 
xiii ibid 
xiv NAA:B2455, op cit 
xv ibid 
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Walter Leonard East  
SERN 474 

Walter Leonard East was killed in action on the Gallipoli Peninsula on 15 May 1915.  He was 
a Private A Company, 10th Battalion AIF.  He was 20 years and 8 months old when he died.i 

Walter Leonard was born in 1894 in the district of Adelaide to Charlotte Rann.  On his birth 
certificate, Walter had the surname of Rann, no father was recorded.ii   

Walter’s story starts on page 64. 

Will iam Henry East 
SERN 4761 

William Henry East was killed in action on 4 September, 1916, near Mouquet Farm, Pozières 
in France.  He was 20 years old when he died. 

William was born at Forest Range on 7 September 1896.  His father was Henry East and his 
mother was Charlotte Rann.iii    

William’s story starts on page 76. 

 

 

Charlotte Rann was born in the district of 
Adelaide on 23 May 1874 and her parents were 
Charles Rann and Elizabeth White of Carey 
Gully.  Charlotte had one brother and three 
sisters.  One of her sisters, Amy, married John 
Coulter of Forest Range.iv   

Henry East was born Forest Range in 1852.  His 
father, James East Senior and mother, Frances 
Anne came to South Australia in 1841 aboard the 
Lysander.  As early as 1845 James Senior held a 
Timber Licence enabling him to cut down timber 
on Crown land in the Forest Range area.v  
James’s children were also born in the Forest 
Range district as early as 1843 and in a 
newspaper article in 1860, it stated that James 
East was of ‘Flagstaff, Stony Creek Diggings’. 
James and Frances remained living on a 
government reserve in Forest Range until their 
deaths in the 1890’s.  Henry had lived with his 
parents on the government reserve / Crown lease 
Section 363 in the locality of Stringybark,Forest 
Range (presently Mawson Road).  Henry’s 
mother Frances Ann died in 1892, and his father 
died in 1895.vi  On their death, the lease was 
passed on to Henry.  The lease was named a 
Miscellaneous Leasevii with the purpose of 
grazing and cultivation. 

 

Figure 50  Charlotte East holding a bunch of 
‘Sweet William’.  Reproduced with permission 
Colleen Green and Kevin East. 
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In 1895, Henry East married Charlotte Rann of Carey Gully at the Primitive Methodist Church 
in Forest Range. viii   Henry was 43 years of age and Charlotte was 21 years old.  Charlotte 
already had a child at the time of her marriage, Walter Leonard Rann and another son born a 
year before Walter, Charlie, had died aged 3 weeks.  Walter became a beloved brother to the 
children later born to Charlotte and Henry:  

1. Walter Leonard (Rann) (born SA, 28 September 1894, died Gallipoli Peninsula, 
Turkey,15 May 1915) 

2. William Henry (born Forest Range, SA, 7 September 1896, died Pozières, France, 4 
September, 1916,) 

3. Edith Adelaide (born Forest Range, SA, 1898, married name Harding) 
4. Elizabeth Ann Charlotte (born Forest Range, SA, 1898, died 1967, married name 

Coulter) 
5. Thomas Edward (born Forest Range, SA, 1902) 
6. Florence Amy Eveline (born Lobethal, SA, 1905, married name Norton) 
7. Elsie May (born SA,1907, died 27 September 1995, married name Eastham) 
8. David (born SA,1909) 
9. John Richard (born SA,1912, died Woodside, SA) 
10. Frank (born SA, 1916, died SA, abt 2004) 
11. George (born SA, 1918) 

 

The arrow in the photo below indicates the approximate location of the house Charlotte and 
Henry East shared with their boys, William and Walter.  The deciduous trees, and jonquils, 
are remnants of Charlotte’s garden. 

 

Figure 51  The East Family Property- Lot 363, Mawson Road, Lenswood - photographed 2014 by Evelyn 
Hay – Forest Range and Lenswood History Group. 
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Figure 52  Guide to original section numbers from Bishop, GC (1984) p12, Stringybarks to orchards. 

 

 

  

Section 363 
East family 
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Walter Leonard East 

Walter grew up on the government lease known as 
Stringybark in Forest Range.  He attended the local 
school, Forest School.ix  After he completed his 
schooling, he took up gardening as is stated on his 
enlistment papers.x 

In 1912, Walter joined the 79th Infantry Citizens Forces 
in Lobethal.  When war was declared at the beginning 
of August, 1914, Walter did not waste much time 
before he enlisted.   

He went to Morphettville to enlist for service in the 
Australian Imperial Force on 24 August 1914.xi 

 

 

 

 

Figure 53 Walter in his Citizens Forces uniform prior to 
World War 1.  Note the 79th Infantry Badge on his hat. 
Reproduced with permission Colleen Green and Kevin East. 

 

The physical description of Walter on his enlistment paper is as follows: 

Age 19 years 11 months 
Height 5 feet 6 inches 
Weight 140 lbs 
Chest measurement  35 1/2 inches 
Complexion Fresh 
Eyes Blue 
Hair Fair 
Religious denomination  C of Exii 

 

Walter was placed in the F Company of the 10th Infantry Battalion, one of the first infantry 
units raised by the A.I.F. for the war.  The 10th Bn was recruited within South Australia. The 
10th Bn, with the 9th, 11th and 12th Battalions, became the 3rd Brigade in the A.I.F.  The Bn was 
also known as the Fighting 10th.xiii 
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Figure 54  27th Battalion colour patch, AWM, RELAWM13307.087, viewed 10 February 2015, 
https://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_11214.asp, reproduced with permission AWM. 

 

 

Figure 55  Walter East.  Reproduced with permission Colleen Green 

Walter remained at Morphettville with the Battalion undergoing training until mid-October 
1914.  The 10th Bn embarked on H.M.A.T. “Ascanius”, on the 20th of October 1914.  They 
left Adelaide’s Outer Harbour and headed for their next port of call, Fremantle, Western 
Australia.  Here the 11th Bn boarded the Ascanius and they proceeded to sail to Egypt.xiv   
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Figure 56  S.S. Ascanius, departing of the South Australian infantry of the first Australian expeditionary 
force. State Library of South Australia.  B 10303 

This voyage was quite adventurous for Walter and the 10th Bn.  Their ship joined the main 
convoy of ships heading to the Middle East on 4 November 1914.  En route, one of naval 
ships escorting the convoy, HMAS Sydney, received an SOS from the Communications 
Station at the Cocos Islands.  The German cruiser SMS Emden was nearby.  HMAS Sydney 
engaged the Emden in the Australian Navy’s first battle and was successful in destroying the 
Emden.  The Emden had captured and sunk many Allied vessels in the East Asian and 
Pacific regions.  The news of the demise of the Emden reached the convoy of ships at 11:15 
am.  The following message was read to the troops, “EMDEN BEACHED AND DONE FOR”. 
The 10th Bn war diary stated that “there was quite enthusiasm and cheering on board when 
this news was communicated to our troops.”xv  

The next eventful part of the sea voyage was when the “Ascanius” collided with the 
“Shropshire”.  It caused substantial damage to the Ascanius above the waterline of the ship. 
The Ascanius was able to keep on sailing, passing through Suez to Port Said, its final port on 
6 December 1914.  The 10th Bn disembarked and passed through Cairo and proceeded to the 
Mena Camp.xvi 

The Battalion remained at Mena Camp for nearly 3 months where it was involved in intensive 
training.  With no paperwork confirming this, we presume either during the training at the 
Mena Camp (or at Morphettville), that Walter was placed into “A” company, although at 
enlistment, he was placed into “F” Company.  Walter had the opportunity between training to 
do some sightseeing during the period that the 10th Bn trained at Mena.  He was able to visit 
the Sphinx and ride a camel as can be seen in the postcard below that he sent his brother, 
William.  The Australian soldiers must have marvelled at the Pyramids, the Sphinx and Cairo, 
in comparison to Forest Range. 
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Figure 57  Walter (left) on a camel in Egypt. This photo was sent as a postcard to his brother, William.  
Reproduced with permission Robert John Jarrad. 

 

 

Figure 58  Back of the post card addressed to William East from Walter.  Reproduced with permission 
Robert John Jarrad. 
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Figure 59  Walter Leonard East- Reproduced with permission Colleen Green and Kevin East 

On 28 February the 10th Bn left the Mena Camp and embarked together with the 9th Bn, onto 
the S.S. Lonian.  The ship arrived at Lemnos on 4 March 1915.  The 9th Bn disembarked at 
the island however the 10th Bn was to remain on board in the Mudros Harbour of Lemnos 
over the next 7 weeks.  When possible the 10th Bn did go to shore to train and practice 
landings and re-embarking.xvii  This was important as the 10th Bn was part of the 3rd Brigade 
and its role was to the lead the Anzac attack as the landing force. 

By 24 April 1915 the Battalion was ready for battle on Gallipoli Peninsula.  The Bn was split 
into two. ‘B’ and ‘D’ Company were under Major Oldham and Captain Jacob, and they were 
transferred to the HMS Prince of Wales. ‘A’ (Walter’s company) and ‘C’ company were placed 
under Major Beevor and Captain Herbert, and were transferred to the destroyers, HMS 
Foxhound and HMS Scourge.  In the early hours of 25 April 1915, B and D Companies of the 
10th Bn went ashore north of Gaba Tepe amongst a hail of bullets.  These companies 
managed to get ashore and charge up a hill held by the Turks.  Not long after this, Walter, in 
the combined A Company and C Company group, had reached the beach.  The companies 
met heavy shrapnel and machine-gun fire.  Walter and his companies pushed on, and joined 
the rest of the10th Bn in the general advance out of ANZAC Cove. xviii 

The postcard below was sent by 622 Private Herbert Vincent Reynolds.  The rear of the 
postcard is described:   
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This view shows Anzac Cove after a few weeks note the large stacks of stores. The 
pier has been constructed by our engrs & is a fairly solid one it was constructed by 
the aid of an 8.2 shell used as a pile driver it is known as Watsons pier. We landed 
along near the point of the hill. This view was taken from the track leading to a sap 
over the ridge into Shrapnell (sic) Gully. My first dugout was up on the side of the hill 
near the right of the view where the dot of ink is the hospital was on the beach just 
below the notice board but later on it was shifted along to the middle of the stores. 
This set of views was taken by a NZ chap & the other 4 are views that I am not 
familiar with being taken from the left flank while I was only working on the right 
flank.xix 

 

Figure 60  AWM.  P09114.030  Beach scene where the "Anzacs" landed (Dardanelles). Viewed 15 
January 2015 http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/P09114.030/ [public domain] 

 

The 10th Bn War diary in its own words describes what happens next to Walter and his Bn: 

By about 8.30 we were about a mile inland and were holding a hill and ridge in front 
of it. We then pushed onto Shrapnel Hill and I reported to Brigadier, Col MacLagan. 
He was anxious for us to push on to the next ridge but as the enemy just then 
developed a strong counter-attack he decided that we should ‘dig-in ‘on the forward 
the slopes of Shrapnel Ridge. We, Battalion Headquarters, did our best to re-
organise the companies in the following order: D Coy on left, C next facing same 
direction and portions of A and B facing NE and other portions of A and B further 
around to south and in advance of section of defence held by 1st Brigade. The line 
held at this time was the forward edge of Plateau Wheat Field now known as 
‘Pimple’. 

A section of defence from about 100 yards W ahead of Shrapnel Gully to 50 yards E, 
thence about 100 yards SE was reorganised and orders issued to ‘dig in’ FOR ALL 
YOU ARE WORTH. At this time men of all Battalions in Brigade being mixed up. D 
Coy was on the left, C Coy centre, A and B on right- our machine-gun section was in 
the firing line in a position which enfiladed the Gully.xx 

It was a long night for Walter and his Bn.  The men were digging all night only to be 
interrupted to beat back enemy attack.  By nightfall on 26 April they had consolidated their 
position.  Two days later the Bn was relieved and marched to ‘Shell Green’ where they were 
stationed in a small gully.  At the landing of Anzac Cove, the 10th Bn consisted of 950 men.  
After 5 days of battle 466 men were killed, wounded or missing.xxi  Walter had made it through 
that battle.    
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The Bn rested until 1 May when it relieved the 9th Bn and the 11th Bn on the 5th of May.  The 
Battalion’s diary states that artillery fire was constant and fighting was continuous over the 
next three weeks.  Over the 9-10 May the Bn went against the enemy’s position at Quinn’s 
Post.  Limb’s records state it “was captured at the point of the bayonet, but during the next 
day, during counter-attack, had to be evacuated.” xxii   

Quinn’s Post had the reputation of being one of the most dangerous places in Gallipoli and it 
was here that Charles Plummer would die in August.  Private Walter Leonard East was killed 
in action on 15 May 1915 on the Gallipoli Peninsula.  No other information was recorded.  The 
official Report of Death of a Soldier was issued on 26 August 1915.xxiii   

The 10th Bn diary does not give any detail about events that were occurring on 15 May.  
Arthur Blackburn VC, who was in Walter’s battalion, stated that on 4 May, the 10th Bn was 
“shifted up the line to trenches at the head of Victoria Gully, opposite southern slope of the 
Lone Pine Plateau”.xxiv  Walter’s records state that he was buried at Victoria Gully, which is ½ 
mile SE of Anzac Cove.  Another record stated that he was buried towards the head of gully, 
by Rev. McPhee.  Yet another document states that Walter is buried at Brown’s Dip.xxv  These 
locations are in the same area on the Gallipoli peninsula, as Browns Dip is a depression 
behind the Australian trenches opposite Lone Pine.  The lower part of Brown’s Dip was 
known as Victoria Gully. 

  

Figure 61  Casualty Form – Active Serivce of Walter Leonard East.  NAA:B2455, Walter Leonard East, 
p10.  Reproduced with permission NAA. 
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Figure 62  Google Map Data ©2015 viewed 5 Jan 2015 

 

There is an interesting entry in Andrew Faulkner’s book on Arthur Blackburn V.C.: 

Private Walter Leonard East of A Company died on Second Ridge on 15 May.  Leon 
Gellert wrote a poem about his mate’s burial: 

That paybook?  Take it from him.  Ours a debt 
No gold can ever pay.  That cross of wood 
About his neck?  Than must remain, and yet, 
He needs it not, because his heart was good. 
We’ll house him ‘neath these broken shrubs; dug deep 
He’s tired, God knows, and needs a little sleep.xxvi 

 

Walter was killed on Second Ridge.  From this entry, we believe Blackburn knew Walter as he 
recorded his death in his diary.  He also acknowledged the mateship between Walter and 
fellow soldier, Leon Gellert, and noted the poem written about his mate. Leon Gellert is now 
acknowledged as one of Australia’s greatest war poets.  One of his poems on Anzac Cove is 
known as one of the most evocative descriptions of the area.xxvii   Leon went on to write 
numerous poems on the war, gave up his career as a teacher and became a journalist, then 
editor with the Sydney Morning Herald.  He was also a subject of a portrait by Australian 
artist, Norman Lindsay who did the illustrations for Gellert’s book, Songs of a Campaign.xxviii   
Is it Leon Gellert standing behind Walter’s grave at Gallipoli in the image below?  
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Figure 63  Photo of Walter East’s grave at Victoria Gully, 
Gallipoli.  Reproduced with permission Colleen Green and 
Kevin East  

 

Figure 64  Walter Leonard East’s grave, Gallipoli.  
Reproduced with permission Evelyn Hay. 

 

On 14 July 1915 the following notice appeared in the Daily Herald: 

Private W. L. East, who was killed inaction in the Dardanelles, was the eldest son of 
Mr. and Mrs. H. East, of Forest.Range, South. Australia.  He was 20 years and 9 
months old. He was one of the first to enlist from this town.  He enlisted shortly after 
the war broke out and with the 10th Battalion of the first expeditionary force.  He was 
a bright and manly young fellow, and was greatly respected by all who knew him. 

… PRIVATE W. L. EAST, Who was killed in an action on the Gallipoli Peninsula.xxix   

Just three months later, on October 18 1915, a portrait of Walter was unveiled at the Mission 
Hall.  The photograph was to hang in the Forest School , where Walter had been a student.xxx 

Two parcels of Walter’s personal effects were received by the family in March and June, 1916 
respectively.   
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In following years the family posted a number of memorial notices in newspapers for Walter.  
The following were included in the Chronicle on 18 May 1918. 

EAST — In loving memory of my dear son, Walter Leonard East, who was killed at 
Gallipoli May 15, 1915.  

Sunshine passes, shadows fall, 
Love's remembrance outlasts all. 
From memory's page time cannot blot 
Three little words, forget me not. 
-Inserted by his loving father, mother, brothers and sisters, Forest Range. 

EAST.— In loving memory of our dear brother, Walter Leonard East, who was killed 
at Gallipoli, May 15, 1916. 

Three years to-day he passed away 
From those who loved him dear; 
Still memory lasts the same to-day 
As though he still were here. 
-Inserted by his loving sisters, Edith, Florrie, Elsie, and Elizzie, Forest Range.xxxi 

 

It was not until June 1920 that Walter’s mother had correspondence from Base Records 
requesting information of the next of kin, and asking if Walter’s father was still alive.  Walter’s 
mother Charlotte promptly responded with a letter stating Walter’s father Henry was still alive 
and listed all of Walter’s siblings.  As a result of this correspondence, Walter’s father received 
Walters’s medals, memorial plaques and King’s Messages. xxxii  

 

Figure 65  Letter from Charlotte East confirming that Walter’s father was alive and listing his siblings.  
NAA:B2455, Walter Leonard East, p40.  Reproduced with permission Kevin East. 
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Walter’s family last correspondence from Base records was a letter stating that his remains 
were exhumed and re-interred in the presence of a Chaplain at Lone Pine Cemetery, Anzac 
Cove, - Plot 2, Row A, Grave 17.  The photograph below depicts Walter’s headstone at Lone 
Pine Cemetery: 

 

Figure 66  Memorial to Walter East, Lone Pine, Gallipoli.  Reproduced with permission Michael Ball 

 

Commemorations 

• Adelaide War Memorial, North Terrace, Adelaide 
• Commemorative Area, Australian War Museum, Canberra 
• District Council of Onkaparinga WWI Honour Board 
• Forest Oak Lodge Honour Board 
• Lenswood and Forest Range WWI memorial, Lobethal Road, Forest Range 
• Lenswood & Forest Range WWI Honour Board 
• Lobethal War Memorial, Main Road, Lobethal 
• Lone Pine Cemetery, Gallipoli Peninsula, Turkey 

 

Medals received 

• 1914-15 Star #4141 
• British War Medal #4599 
• Victory Medal #4598 
• Memorial Scroll #305786 
• Memorial Plaque #305785 

 

 

 

  



 

 

© 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc page | 75    

 

The Burial 

(In memory of W.L.E.) 

What task is this that so unnerves me now? 

When pity should be dead, and has been dead. 

Unloose that sheet from round the pierced brow; 

What matter blood is seen, for blood is red, 

And red’s the colour of the clammy earth. 

Be not so solemn,-There’s no need to pray; 

But rather smile,-yea, laugh! If pure, thy mirth 

Is right. He laughed himself but yesterday. 

That pay-book? Take it from him. Ours a debt 

No gold can ever pay. That cross of wood 

About his neck? That must remain, and yet 

He needs it not, because his heart was good. 

We’ll house him ‘neath these broken shrubs; dig deep. 

He’s tired, God knows, and needs a little sleep. 

 
Leon Maxwell Gellert, The Burial from Songs of a Campaignxxxiii 
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William Henry East 

William Henry East was born on the 7 September 189, at Forest Range.  William, fondly 
known as Willie by his mother, grew up on a Government Lease on Lot 363.  He attended the 
Forest School with his brother, Walter.  When William finished school, he became a gardener, 
once again, like his brother Walter.  Based on later correspondence with the Department of 
Repatriation it appears both Walter and William were employed elsewhere and contributing to 
the family income.  They apparently did not live permanently with the family.  We do know 
that they both planted a couple of apple trees by their parents’ home and that their mother 
looked after these trees and later refused to allow anyone to remove them as “her boys had 
planted them”.xxxiv   

Prior to enlisting to go to war, William 
was a member of the Senior Cadets at 
Lobethal for four years.  He was also a 
member of the Citizen Forces at 
Lobethal for 3 months.xxxv  

In September 1914, William’s brother, 
Walter, enlisted for the ward just a month 
after the declaration of war.  Walter had 
left Adelaide on the 20 October 191 and 
seven months later he was killed in 
action at Gallipoli. xxxvi  Walter’s story has 
told elsewhere in this document. 

Upon hearing this news of his brother’s 
death the family folklore says that 
William “wanted to go overseas and get 
the bastards who killed his brother”.xxxvii  

Not long after he enlisted in Adelaide on 
20 October 1915.  This was exactly a 
year to the day after his brother left 
Adelaide.  Although his mother Charlotte 
had recently lost her eldest son, she 
gave her consent for William “to go do 
his duty for his King and Country”.xxxviii  

 

Figure 67  William East – Reproduced with permission 
Colleen Green. 

 

Figure 68  NAA:B2455, William Henry East, Mother’s consent to enlist, p39.  Reproduced with 
permission Kevin East. 
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William’s enlistment paper lists his mother, Charlotte, as his next of kin, and his trade being 
as a gardener. 

Age 19 years 1 month 
Height 5 feet 6 inches 
Weight 135 lbs 
Chest measurement  33 -36 inches 
Complexion Fair 
Eyes Hazel 
Hair L Brown 
Religious denomination  C of Exxxix  

 

Figure 69 NAA:B2455, William Henry East, Attestation paper, p1.  Reproduced with permission NAA.   
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William became a Private in 10th Bn.  In November Private Albert Harold East, SERN 4760, 
enlisted and joined in the same battalion as William.xl  He was William’s second cousin.  After 
initial training they both boarded the ship RMS “Mongolia” bound for Alexandria in Egypt on 9 
March 1916 as the15th Reinforcements. 

 

Figure 70 RMS Mongolia - Desert Column [website], Australian Light Horse Studies Centre, 
[from Clydebuilt Ships Database] viewed 4 February 2015 http://alh-research.tripod.com/ships_lh.htm 
William and Albert (known as Harry) were trained at Tel-el Kebir, Egypt.  Like all soldiers 
based in Egypt, the East Boys would have the opportunity to have some time to relax and get 
to see some of the wonders of the Middle East.  William’s records indicate that he had some 
extra time in Cairo.  After being absent without leave on 15 April, William received 3 days of 
punishment of camp confinement for his absence in Cairo. 

… while he was on active service, he was charged with being absent from … at Roll 
Call at 9.30pm until apprehended by Picquet in Cairo about 2am 16/4/1916 (14 hours 
and 30 minutes)xli  

On 20 May 1916, William and Albert were re-allocated from the 10th Bn to become 
reinforcements for the 50th Bn.  This was the Bn that Oliver Pollard had joined just a month 
earlier (died 10 June 1917) and William Norton joined that same month (died 10 June 1917).  
The inaugural Commanding Officer for the 50th Bn was Lt.Col. Frederick Hurcombe and the 
Bn was dubbed Hurcombe’s Half Hundred.xlii  

 

Figure 71  50th Battalion Colour Patch, AWM, RELAWM13307.116, viewed 4 February 2015 
https://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_11237.asp, reproduced with permission AWM. 
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In June 1916 the 50th Bn, along with William and Albert, relocated to the Western Front in 
France.  They embarked on the “Huntspill” on 7 June and arrived at Marseilles on 14 June 
1916.  In July, William was based in Etaples, a staging place for many soldiers.   He was 
again absent from the 6am parade on the 26 July and received 1 day’s punishment of camp 
confinement.xliii 

The first major battle for William and the 50th Bn was fought In August 1916 at Mouquet Farm.  
The 50th Bn diary states that it was on the front line from 12 August, until the 4th Bn relieved it 
on the 16 August. This battle cost the Bn heavily.  The Diary stated that 414 soldiers and 
Officers were wounded, killed or were missing.  The 50th Bn was then billeted in the village of 
Warloy (Warloy-Baillon). xliv  On 1 September the 50th Bn received orders to go to the frontline.  
Operational orders stated that the 50th Bn was in reserve at Park Lane and Tom’s Cut, with 
the purpose of improving Park Lane without delay.  A party of soldiers from the 50th Bn was 
also to take over Post 77 at Mouquet Farm under the arrangement with the 51st Bn.  Other 
battalions, such as the 51st, were to be the attacking force at Mouquet Farm.xlv 

An excerpt from the summary of the Operation at Mouquet Farm is as follows: 

When assaulting Battalions commenced the attack on MOUQUET FARM, and 
Eastwards at 5.10a.m. on 4th Sept our support trenches were heavily shelled by the 
enemy.  Though this moderated an hour later it did not at all cease the whole day.xlvi 

 

Figure 72  Australian Imperial Force war diaries, 1914-18 War : Infantry, Item number 23/67/2 – 50th 
Infantry Battalion, August 1916 viewed 4 February 2015 
http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/AWM4/23/67/AWM4 
 

On 4 September,1916, Private William Henry East was killed in action at Mouquet Farm.  The 
following year, the details of William’s death were recorded by his cousin, Albert: 
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Figure 73  Red Cross Wounded and Missing Enquiry Bureau File 1914-1918 - 1DRL/0428 : 4761, William 
Henry East, 50th Battalion, p2, viewed 12 February 2015, 
http://static.awm.gov.au/images/collection/pdf/RCDIG1036621--1-.PDF 

 

The letter shows Albert’s affection for his cousin William, and refers to him as his brother.  
Albert also refers to other men being buried as a result of the shelling.  One of these men 
may also have been their cousin, Private Herbert Edwin East 3805.  Herbert was also in the 
50th Bn, and was “buried in a trench for about an hour, then dug-out”.  When Herbert finally 
got to hospital, he was experiencing back pain that radiated up to his neck, and was also 
getting a gunshot wound treated.xlvii  Was Herbert with William and Albert?  Coincidentally, 
William’s mother, Charlotte, wrote an emotional letter to the A.I.F. asking if William had been 
killed in action.  The letter is dated 3 September 1916.xlviii  This is the day before William was 
killed.  Did Charlotte have a premonition? 
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Figure 74  The letter from William’s mother, Charlotte, asking if he was killed in action.  NAA: B2455, 
William Henry East, p38.  Reproduced with permission Kevin East. 

 

Base Records responded to Charlotte promptly, sending a letter stating that ‘no report to any 
effect has been received at this office concerning your son’.   

Charlotte actually learned of William’s death when the minister visited her and informed her of 
his death.  Now Charlotte had lost her second son to the war.  In her owns words – “2 of my 
boys are dead - the oldest and the next one”.xlix  Charlotte made further enquiries with Base 
Records asking for any further information of the circumstances of William’s death.  
Unfortunately, Base Records again responded stating that it does not have any more 
information, but will inform her when they receive any at a later date.  Perhaps Albert might 
later inform William’s parents of the circumstances of his death?  This information would have 
been valuable for his parents as William was killed in action; his body had not been 
recovered.  William was buried somewhere in a field in France.  
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Figure 75  Charlotte’s letter asking for more information about William’ death.  NAA: B2455, William 
Henry East, p35.  Reproduced with permission Kevin East. 
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Figure 76  Google Map Data ©2015 viewed 5 Jan 2015 

 

The family placed notices in the Advertiser in September 1917. 

EAST- In loving memory of our dear cousin, Private William H. East, 50th Battalion, 
who was killed in France, September 4, 1916. 
Far away in France he is sleeping, 
A noble hero, true and brave, 
None knew him but to love him, 
None mentioned his name but in praise, 
His duty nobly done. 
Inserted by his loving auntie and uncle and cousins, Florrie, Daisy, and Dave, 
Forest Range.l 
 
 
EAST - In loving memory of my dear son, William H. East, who was killed in action in 
France, September 4, 1916. 
No one knows how much I miss you, 
Friends may think the wound is healed, 
But they little know the sorrow 
Deep within our hearts concealed. 
Not gone from memory, not gone from love, 
But gone to our Father's home above; 
Rest in the Saviour, sweetly rest, 
They miss you most who loved you best. 
- Inserted by his loving father, mother, brothers, and sisters, Forest Range.li 
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Prior to his death, William sent a postcard to his father, Henry, and said I hope to see you at 
Christmas. William was also philosophical about the war and whatever happens, ‘God knows 
best.’ 

 

Figure 77  The front of the postcard that William 
sent his father in 1916.  Reproduced with 
permission Robert John Jarrad 

 

Figure 78  William’s last postcard to his father – 
1916.  Reproduced with permission Robert John 
Jarrad 

 

The East family also placed memorial notices in newspapers in the few years following his 
death.  This notice in the September 1919 Advertiser. 

EAST – In loving memory of my dear son, William H. East, who was killed in action in 
France, September 4, 1916   
Fond memories of 'dear Willie, 
His good kind, loving way 
Will remain with us forever, 
And cheer our darkest days 
Not dead, no, only gone before, 
To a beautiful land of rest, 
Where the restless pain shall disturb no more 
Tho calm of his peaceful breast 
- Inserted by his loving mother and father, sister and brothers, Forest Range.lii  

 

After waiting nearly two years since William’s death Charlotte had still not received any 
personal effects of William’s.  She had received items after the death of her other son Walter.  
She sent another letter to the AIF, asking why nothing had been returned.  Base Records 
promptly replied that they had not received any articles, but would endeavour to do so if they 
were received.liii  William’s father, Henry, received William’s Memorial Scroll, Plaque, and 
Victory medal between 1921 and 1922, 

The loss of William and his brother Walter had an immense impact on the East family, an 
impact that would continue for generations to come.  As Charlotte had lost two of her eldest 
sons to the war, she was desperate not to lose anymore.  She believed that if she didn’t send 
her other boys to school to learn to read and write that they would not be sent to war.  Her 
grandson still recalls stories that when the authorities came looking for the boys, Charlotte 
would send them down the back of the property at a locality known as Stone Hut to hide for a 
while.  Three of these boys did not marry.liv   
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In October 1937, twenty-one years after the death of William, Charlotte received a letter that 
must have been a huge shock.  William’s remains were found north east of Pozières .  His 
remains were to be re-interred to the London Cemetery Extension, High Wood, Longueval, 
France.  Several days later, another letter was received advising the East family that William’s 
identity disc and wrist-watch were discovered and were being sent to the next of kin.  In 
response to the two letters Charlotte wrote a final letter thanking them for sending William’s 
watch and his identity disc.  Finding William’s remains offered some closure for his mother. 
Charlotte stated in her letter how glad that she is that they found him. She also relays the fact 
that Henry, William’s father, had been dead 8 years. It is sad that she was unable to share 
this news with William’s father.lv 

 

Figure 79  Private William Henry East’s grave in France, 2007.  Reproduced with permission Evelyn Hay. 

 

Commemorations 

• Adelaide War Memorial, North Terrace, Adelaide 
• Commemorative Area, Australian War Museum, Canberra 
• District Council of Onkaparinga WWI Honour Board 
• Lenswood and Forest Range WWI memorial, Lobethal Road, Forest Range 
• Lenswood & Forest Range WWI Honour Board 
• Lobethal War Memorial, Main Road, Lobethal  
• London Cemetery and Extension, Longueval, France 

 

Medals received 

• British War Medal #33281 
• Victory Medal #33059? 
• Memorial Scroll #317020 
• Memorial Plaque #317020lvi      
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Notes 

In December 1920 Charlotte East, who by then was 46, was considered for an extension of a 
living allowance that she was receiving from the Department of Repatriation.  The documents 
note that she was then receiving 77 shillings per fortnight.  The papers detail each family 
member and their current contribution to the household.  Comment was made on Walter and 
William, stating: 

Both lived at home intermittently and were employed as gardeners, earning 20/- p.w. 
and keep, out of which they each contributed 10-/- p.w. … Mrs East and family are 
living in a shed on a property rented from the Tweedvale District Council for which 
she pays 52/- per annum.lvii   
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Clarence Roy Eglinton 
SERN 3104 

 

Laurence Eglinton 
SERN 2106 

 

Thomas Will iam Eglinton 
SERN 1672 

 

The story of the Eglinton boys is told below.  In this section we also include the story of their 
two brothers who were also fighting. 

Elizabeth Isabelle Rowe recited her marriage vows 
without knowing how the brutal forces of history 
would shape her family.  As the new bride emerged 
from the church in Kooringai, Burra with her 
husband Thomas Eglinton on 31 December 1878 
the telephone was not yet in use in Australia and 
electricity was just a concept.  The South Australian 
colony was debating the possibility of joining a 
colonial federation that would become the 
Commonwealth of Australia in 23 years.  The first 
aeroplane flight was still more than two decades 
away and the main source of power in agriculture 
was the draught horse.  The prospect of her yet to 
be born sons serving under the Australian flag far 
away in a world war would have been the furthest 
thought from her mind on that happy day. 

The Eglinton couple moved between Stony Creek 
(now Forest Range) and the SA Mid North as 
Thomas followed his work as a farmer.  Their 
children were born variously at Stony Creek and 
the Canowie, Gumbowie and Munjibbie sheep 
stations near Terowie.   

 

Figure 80  Elizabeth and Thomas Eglinton, 
parents to the Eglinton soldiers.  
Reproduced with permission Pat Eglinton. 

During the final decades of the 19th century, the couple were blessed with eight children: 

1. Elizabeth Mary (born Canowie SA, 3 October 1879, died 5 August 1928. Meribah, 
SA, married name Pavy) 

2. John Charles (born Gumbowie SA, 6 January 1882, died, Beverley SA, 23 March 
1944)  

3. James Leslie (born Stony Creek SA, 23 April 1884, died 1952) 
4. Thomas William (born Stony Creek SA, 1 September 1885, died Moneint Wood, 

Villers-Bretonneux, France, 9 May 1918) 
5. Wilfrid Rowe (born Munjibbie SA, 6 February 1889, died Swan Reach, SA, 12 April 

1970) 
6. Clarence Roy (born Munjibbie SA,18 November 1891, died Polygon Wood, Belgium, 

20 September, 1917) 
7. Laurence (born Munjibbie SA, 11 November 1894, died Noreuil, France, 2 April 1917) 
8. Violet (born Munjibbie SA 10 September 1897, died Swan Reach SA, 17 October 

1979, married name Cook)  
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Thomas had been born at Fifth Creek in the Adelaide Hills on 3 Oct 1854ii, not far from 
Elizabeth’s birthplace of Gumeracha (1857).   Charles Robe Eglinton, Thomas’s father, was a 
shepherd on Castambul, a property in the River Torrens catchment and purchased land at 
Stony Creek in 1876.  He built a house of local stone quarried on his property.  That stone 
home that still exists in relatively unchanged formiii. 

 

Figure 81 The Eglinton soldiers’ grandfather's home at Stony Creek, Forest Range, in 2013 

Thomas may have met Elizabeth whilst working in the Mid North where she may have been 
accompanying her father in his job as auctioneeriv.  At the time of their wedding the Burra 
Mine was closing and the Kooringa township would have been a community facing great 
uncertainty.  The Eglinton boys grew up in the Mid North where sheep farming was the major 
agricultural activity.  In about 1905 the family moved south to Forest Range although at least 
the eldest son John stayed behind, eventually marrying and living at Clements Gap near Port 
Pirie.   

Forest Range in the 1900s was an area that was still being cleared for agriculture.  Forestry 
was an important sector of the economy and much of the food supply for Adelaide was 
derived from the Hills districts.  The roads were poor and in one recorded incident Laurence 
was concussed in a cycling accident.  The Chronicle recorded in November 1910 that he: 

lost control of his machine, which collided violently with the bank on the side of the 
road, and he was thrown heavily.  Dr Souter, of Uraidla, attended the sufferer and 
found that he had sustained slight concussion of the brain.v    

The danger of life in the country at that time is emphasised by other stories in the same 
edition that record a logging accident, separate gorings by a bullock and a cow, lacerations 
whilst shoeing a draught horse, and three accidents at the Wallaroo mines.  Shooting clubs 
were a popular social activity. 

The Eglinton family had close connections with Swan Reach.  Thomas’s father,vi Charles 
Robe Eglinton took up a parcel of 1000 acres in 1895vii after leaving Stony Creek.  Wilfred is 
recorded as being there for a social in 1910.viii 
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Figure 82  Guide to original section numbers from Bishop, GC (1984) p12, Stringybarks to orchards. 

 

The outbreak of war was greeted with nationalist fervour and seen as an opportunity for 
adventure by nearly all young men.  By 1914 Thomas Eglinton Senior was 60 years old and 
was reported as “crippled by rheumatism”ix, a likely outcome from a life of hard labouring.  
Elizabeth was certainly seen as the dominant person in the home as all four younger sons 
gave her name as the next of kin on their Attestation Forms.  (John was already married so 
his wife was listed as his next of kin). 

Clarence was the first to enlist on 6 August 1915 during the height of the Dardanelles 
campaign, giving his occupation as labourer.  The Bns that landed in April 1915 were 
entrenched on the heights above ANZAC Cove and there was an urgent need for more 
soldiers.  Clarence was allocated to the 7th Reinforcements for the 27th Bn with Regimental 
Number 3104.  On that same day the ANZACs at Gallipoli charged Lone Pine.  

 

  

Eglinton home  
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Age 23 years 8 months 
Height 5 feet 7 inches 
Weight 137 lbs 
Chest measurement  34-37 inches 
Complexion Medium 
Eyes Hazel 
Hair Dark 
Religious denomination  C of Ex 

 

Figure 83 Clarence Eglinton.  Reproduced with permission Pat Eglinton. 
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Figure 84  27th Battalion colour patch, AWM, RELAWM13307.087, viewed 10 February 2015, 
https://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_11214.asp, reproduced with permission AWM. 

 

Clarence sent a postcard home with a photo showing him and others as they sailed off to war. 

 

Figure 85  Clarence (back right) sailing to World War One.  Reproduced with permission Pat Eglinton. 

 

No doubt inspired by the heroic tales of the ANZAC August offensive and his younger 
brother’s enlistment, Wilfred was the next to join.  By now the Army recruiters had become 
more organised and Wilfred signed his Attestation Form, had his medical examination and 
took his Oath all on the same day – 13 September 1915.  For Clarence, this had taken a 
week!  Wilfred was given Regimental Number 2023 and allocated to the newly formed 32nd 
Bn as part of its 3rd Reinforcements.xi  The 32 Bn was raised at Mitcham on 9 August 1915 
with two South Australian companies and two companies from Western Australia that joined 
in late Septemberxii.    
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Age 26 years 7 months 
Height 5 feet 6 inches 
Weight 148 lbs 
Chest measurement  34-36 inches 
Complexion Dark 
Eyes Brown 
Hair Dark 
Religious denomination  C of Exiii 

 

 

Figure 86  32nd Battalion colour patch, 
AWM, REL.13307.130, viewed 7 February 
2015, 
https://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_11219.
asp, reproduced with permission AWM. Figure 87  Wilfred Eglinton.  Reproduced with 

permission Pat Eglinton and Marlene Hellmans. 

 

In the image below Wilfred Eglinton is pictured with Reg Biggs in their uniforms.  Reg Biggs 
was the cousin of Arthur Biggs who, unbeknown to these men, was already in the war zone.  
Reg Biggs was the son of Bert Biggs, Arthur’s uncle, who was licensee at the Forest Range 
Hotel. 
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Figure 88  Wilfred Rowe Eglinton (standing) and Reg Biggs (seated) in their uniforms.  Reproduced with 
permission Pat Eglinton.  

 

Thomas was the third brother to enlist on 29 February 1916 with Regimental Number 1672.  
He was allocated to the 2nd Reinforcements for the 50th Bn.  Perhaps Thomas’s decision was 
influenced by pressure from his local community.  The Register newspaper of 8 February 
1916xiv reported a farewell social held at Forest Range on the 4 February where the “Forest 
Range Committee” honoured nine more recruits from the district, including the East brothers 
and Ernest (Pete) Edwards.  Thomas’s two younger brothers were also mentioned as being 
among the 27 “on the Roll of Honour” of those already enlisted.  This peer pressure would 
have been hard to resist for the 30 year old.  At 5’ 5” Thomas was the shortest of all the 
brothers.  He gave his occupation as gardener.xv  

Age 30 years 5 months 
Height 5 feet 5 1/4 inches 
Weight 137 lbs 
Chest measurement  32 1/2-36 inches 
Complexion Medium 
Eyes Blue 
Hair Dark 
Religious denomination  C of Exvi 
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Figure 89   Thomas Eglinton.   Reproduced with permission Marlene Hellmans. 

  

 

Figure 90  50th Battalion Colour Patch, AWM, RELAWM13307.116, viewed 4 February 2015 
https://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_11237.asp, reproduced with permission AWM. 
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Two more brothers, John and Laurence, both enlisted on the same day, 6 April 1916.  By this 
time the evacuation from the Dardanelles had been completed for several months and the 1st 
Australian Imperial Force had yet to experience being deployed in France.  Whilst the 
Dardanelles experience had changed Australia the unrelenting suffering of the Western Front 
had not yet been materialised for the community.  John and Laurence probably still felt that 
they were missing out on a great adventure. 

John was the eldest brother, being 34 years old at the time of enlistment and well established 
as a farmer.  He was the only one of the five brothers to be married on enlistment and left 
behind his wife Ada Phylis Eglinton and four children at Clements Gap, near Port Pirie.  There 
may have been some comfort for Thomas Snr and Elizabeth in their older son joining with the 
youngest son, 12 years his junior.  John was allocated Regimental Number 2105 and joined 
the 5th Reinforcements to the 5th Pioneer Battalion. xvii 

Age 34 years 3 months 
Height 5 feet 7 1/2 inches 
Weight 141 lbs 
Chest measurement  35 1/2-37 inches 
Complexion Dark 
Eyes Hazel 
Hair Dark going bald 
Religious denomination  C of Exviii 

 

 

Figure 91  John Eglinton.  Reproduced with 
permission Pat Eglinton. 

 

Figure 92  John Eglinton.  Reproduced with 
permission Marlene Hellmans. 
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Figure 93  John Eglinton, standing, sent this postcard home, stating it was him with Walter.  
Reproduced with permission Pat Eglinton.  
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Laurence was given the next consecutive Regimental Number 2106 and also joined the 5th 
Pnr Bn.xix   

Age 21 years 5 months 
Height 5 feet 8 1/2 inches 
Weight 138 lbs 
Chest measurement  34-37 inches 
Complexion Medium 
Eyes Grey 
Hair Brown 
Religious denomination  C of Exx 

 

 

Figure 94  Laurence Eglinton.  Reproduced with permission 
Marlene Hellmanns. 

 

Figure 95  5th Pioneer Battalion colour patch, 
AWM, RELAWM13307.063 viewed 7 February 
2015, 
http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/RELAWM13
307.063/, reproduced with permission AWM. 
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Figure 96 Laurence Eglinton.  Reproduced with permission Pat Eglinton. 

 

Along with the Eglinton brothers another key person in the Eglinton story joined the colours.  
Eighteen year old Thomas John Henry Tregenza from Naracoote enlisted on 4 June 1917 
and was posted into the 10th Reinforcements, 50th Bn. 

Only one Eglinton brother did not fight, James Leslie (known as Leslie).  The family think that 
it is possible that he did not enlist with his brothers due to medical reasons.xxi   
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Clarence and Wilfred, 1916 and the Somme 

After five months of training based at Mitcham Campxxii  Clarence sailed from Adelaide on His 
Majesty Australian Troopship Medic on 12 January 1916.  The officers and men of the 7th 
Reinforcements would have been reflecting on the successful evacuation of ANZAC forces 
from Gallipoli in December, including their parent 27th Bn, and wondering what came next.   

After two months en route Clarence arrived in Alexandria in Egypt.  The 7th Reinforcements 
still didn’t join the 27th Bn however since it had already sailed just ahead of them for 
Francexxiii .  After another voyage of just six days on board the HMT Oriana, Clarence was in 
Marseilles, France and finally was taken on the 27th Bn strength on 6 July 1916.xxiv  At that 
time the 27th Bn was in the process of moving from Armentieres towards the Battle of the 
Somme. 

Wilfred, meanwhile, was not far behind Clarence, embarking on 7 February 1916 and arriving 
in Suez on 21 March 1916 – the same day that Clarence left Egypt for France.  Wilfred was 
taken onto the strength of the 32nd Bn at the “Duntroon Plateau”, the nickname for a defensive 
position on the Suez Canal, and spent several months training in Egypt.  The 32nd Bn 
proceeded to France with Wilfred landing in Marseilles on the 23 June 1916 – right on the eve 
of the Battle of the Somme.xxv 

The first two Eglinton brothers were on the cusp of a momentous struggle. 

Clarence’s first experience on the front line was at Pozières when the 27th Bn supported an 
attack by the other three Bns of 7th Brigade on 28 July.  The attack was unsuccessful but the 
27th Bn only suffered light casualties and withdrew to occupy the hamlet of La Boiselle.  But it 
was not to be long before Clarence and the 27th Bn were involved in successful phase of the 
battle of Pozières from 4-8 August, initially under the orders shown below. 

 

Figure 97 Extract from 7th Brigade Orders for the Attack at Pozières.  W Dollman, The Blue and Brown 
Diamond: a history of the 27th Bn, [electronic resource] viewed 25 September 2014 
http://www.nla.gov.au/apps/doview/nla.aus-vn4972106-p.pdf   
 

The 27th Bn suffered significant casualties (41 Killed in Action, 296 Wounded in Action, 69 
missingxxvi ) during the battle and was withdrawn to rest afterwards.   
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Figure 98  Unidentified soldiers at the old windmill of Pozières after its recapture.  AWM E03375.  
http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/E03375/.  Reproduced with permission AWM. 

Over the next few months Clarence and the 27th Bn recovered and moved to several 
locations including Ypres before again moving into the Somme for the Battle of Flers.  On 5 
November 1916 the 27th Bn was heavily involved suffering 77 killed, 141 wounded and 75 
missing.  During the reorganisation after this battle, on 11 November 1916, Clarence was 
promoted to Lance Corporal.  At the same time, “a medical inspection revealed the fact that 
90 per cent of the men were suffering from cramp and trench feet”.xxvii   The 27th Bn then 
entered a period of alternating rest and front line duties around Amiens and the northern side 
of the Somme Valley.  The conditions were intensely cold and many were evacuated with 
illnesses.  The extract below describes the conditions.xxviii  

 

Wilfred’s battalion, the 32nd, arrived in Marseilles only days before the Battle of the Somme 
opened on 1 July.  It took several weeks to travel to northern France, and they entered the 
front line on 16 July 1916.  The 32nd fought its first action only days later in the Battle of 
Fromelles.  The action at Fromelles was an unsuccessful diversionary attack intended to 
relieve the pressure on the attacks in the Somme.  However the attack front was very narrow, 
the German defences stronger than expected and the troops generally inexperienced with the 
conditions.  The 32nd Bn was on the eastern flank and suffered heavy losses from artillery in 
their assembly area before their attack even commenced.  After advancing they encountered 
a strongpoint in the ruins of Delanges Farmxxix.    
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Around 90% of the battalion’s fighting strength became casualties, 718 in all.  Wilfred was 
amongst them.  On the 19 July he was declared wounded in action and evacuated to England 
with “shell shock, severe” after just 3 days on the front line.  Wilfred was sent to recuperate in 
1st Southern General Hospital at Edgbaston, Birmingham and didn’t return to the 32nd Bn in 
France until 25 October 1916.  At that stage the battalion was rotating through front line 
duties but took no major offensive roles.  Wilfred would have experienced the same terrible 
winter weather conditions as Clarence during December and was no doubt greatly pleased to 
be detached back to England on New Year’s Eve 1916 to the 1st ANZAC Bomb School for 
grenade training. 

 

Thomas, Laurence and John, 1916 

After Thomas enlisted in February 1916 he was allocated to the 50th Bn.  The 50th was raised 
in Egypt after the Dardanelles campaign and consisted of equal proportions of experienced 
men and new recruits from Australia.  Thomas’s 2nd Reinforcements trained at Mitcham until 
being granted some pre-embarkation leave on 1 April 1916.  Thomas must have been looking 
forward to this time with great anticipation and he took the opportunity to marry Forest Range 
girl Florence Marion Edwards on 3 April.   

 

Figure 99  Marriage of Florence Edwards and Thomas Eglinton.  Reproduced with permission P Eglinton. 

Thomas embarked on SS Aeneas on 11 April 16 so their time together as a married couple 
was very short.  Florence Marion Edwards was the eighth child of the Edwards family who 
also resided at Forest Range.  Her older brother Ernest James (Pete) Edwards had already 
enlisted in October 1915.     
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Thomas must have had an unpleasant voyage because he disembarked in Suez and was 
admitted to the Government Hospital with measles on 14 May 1916 where he stayed until 
discharged on 17 June.xxx   Measles was a serious disease for an adult at that time.  
Afterwards he travelled on to England where he underwent further training before embarking 
for France on the SS Prince (sic) Henrietta at Folkestone on 2 November 1916.  The 50th Bn 
took him on strength on 18 November 1916.  At that time the 50th was also undertaking an 
unremarkable series of rotations through front line duty, training and resting on the northern 
side of the Somme Valley.  Thus Thomas was experiencing the same harsh winter conditions 
as Clarence and Wilfred.  It didn’t take long for the conditions to take their toll on his health 
and he succumbed to influenza.  He was returned to England to recuperate at the Volunteer 
Aid Detachment at Tankerton on 6 December 1916. 

John and Laurence had enlisted together and both were allocated to the 5th Pioneer Bn.  
However, they did not stay together for very long.  Laurence embarked on HMAT Seeang 
Bee in Adelaide on 13 July 1916.   

 

Figure 100  Laurence’s troopship postcard.  Reproduced with permission P Eglinton. 

 

John was delayed for unknown reasons and he did not leave Australia until 21 September 
1916 by which time Laurence was already in England.  Any reassurance that Elizabeth may 
have gained from the elder brother looking after the youngest had been quickly lost! 

Laurence disembarked in Devonport on 9 September 1916 and after six weeks of training 
was sent on to France.  During this time in England his original allocation to the 5th Pnr Bn 
was changed to the 50th Bn.  Both Laurence and Thomas sailed from Folkestone on 2 
November 1916 in the 50th Bn but on different ships.  However being in the same battalion it 
seems certain that they were each aware of the other’s presence and probably had been able 
to spend time together as they both trained.  This may even have been the motivation for 
Laurence to leave the 5th Pioneers.  Laurence was comparatively lucky in the winter 
conditions as he remained in the 5th Australian Base Depot rather than joining his unit on the 
front line.  The final brother to arrive in the theatre of war was John, who landed in Devonport 
on 14 Nov 1916. 

So as the dawn rose on New Year’s Day 1917, the five Eglinton brothers were deployed as 
follows: 

• Clarence, battle hardened at Pozières and Flers and promoted to Lance Corporal 
was in the trenches with the 27th Bn in the Somme Valley.  

• Wilfred had recovered from shell shock after Fromelles and was en route for training 
at the 1st ANZAC Bomb School in England.   
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• Thomas was yet to experience a significant battle but had succumbed to influenza in 
the trenches in the Somme Valley with the 50th Bn and been sent to England to 
recover.  

• Laurence was in a base depot in Etaples, France waiting to join the 50th Bn.  
• John had recently arrived in England and was still waiting to be taken on the strength 

with the 5th Pnr Bn. 

1917 

The year 1917 began very badly for Wilfred.  During bombing training (grenade throwing) on 
5 Jan 1917, to quote Second Lieutenant H.V. Wortley, “I saw Pte Eglington (sic) throw his first 
bomb which exploded the instant it left his hand.”xxxi   Wilfred and three others were seriously 
injured.  He was admitted to the Middlesex War Hospital with “general shrapnel wounds, right 
arm, mild,” where he remained until granted furlough from 7 to 22 February to convalesce. 

 

Figure 101  Wilfred Eglinton, back right, pictured with his fellow soldiers.  Reproduced with permission 
Pat Eglinton. 

 

In time Wilfred was declared medically unfit and his return to Australia was authorised.  He 
left England on 25 August 1917 on the HMAT Benalla and arrived in Melbourne on 24 
October with his condition being described as “vomiting on exertion and TB lungs”.  He 
travelled overland to Adelaide and was discharged at Keswick Barracks on 28 Dec 1917.xxxii  

Clarence began 1917 in the trenches but on 25 January 1917 he succumbed to illness and 
was evacuated to Rouen with boils to his neck.  He was sent on to hospital in Dartford, 
London by 29 January where he recovered well and went on furlough on 5th March.  Clarence 
greatly enjoyed his time off and his first experience of the delights of London but regrettably 
contracted gonorrhoea that saw him admitted to the 1st Australian Division Hospital at Bulford.  
At this time his cousin, Jack Mason, and William Norton were also both at this same hospital 
and it is possible that they saw each other.  The Army viewed acquiring a venereal disease 
very seriously as it was considered a form of evading duty and the 52 days that it took him to 
recover were specifically recorded in his service record.  Generally soldiers were not paid 
during their time in hospital with venereal disease. 
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Whilst Clarence was in hospital Laurence moved forward from the base depot at Etaples and 
was taken on strength by the 50th Bn on 14 February 1917.  Not long afterwards he was 
joined by Thomas, returning from England on 20 March 1917 after recovering from his bout of 
influenza.  At this time the 50th Bn along with the rest of the 1 ANZAC Corps had been 
following up the German strategic withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line.  The 13th Brigade, of 
which the 50th was part, had largely avoided fighting during the advance but in late March it 
relieved the 7th Brigade in the vanguard.xxxiii  

On 2 April 1917 the 13th Brigade was ordered to capture the “outpost village” of Noreuil as 
part of the final approach to the Hindenburg Line.  The 50th Bn attacked from the south 
flanked by the 51st Bn on its left and the 52nd Bn on its right.  The attack was downhill into 
Noreuil village across open grassy land very different to the trenches and mud of the Somme.  
There were several sunken roads and low embankments separated the fields.  The attack 
opened at 0515 hr just as dark began to turn to daylight.  As the 50th Bn advanced towards 
the village some companies were checked by strong points that had not been suppressed by 
the light artillery barrage.  Most of the line swept past these enemy groups but a confused day 
of fighting followed between pockets of Germans and Australians.  Deadly struggles occurred 
as the fighting parties were outflanked, surprised, relieved and outflanked again.  Eventually 
the 13th Brigade occupied Noreuil but Laurence was included amongst the almost 100 
soldiers of the 50th Bn killed in action.  Thomas was severely wounded with gunshots to his 
right thigh. 

Private Laurence Eglinton’s body was recovered from the battlefield and buried in the Noreuil 
Australian Cemetery.  Regrettably the actual location of the grave was lost during the 
constant German shelling this area received during the First and Second Battles of Bullecourt 
that followed soon afterwards. 

 

 

Figure 102  Noreuil Cemetery lies just outside the village.  The 50th Bn attacked down this slope across 
the land where the cemetery is now located.  Reproduced with permission The War Graves 
Photographic Project. 
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Figure 103  Gravestone of Laurence Eglinton, Noreuil Australian Cemetery.  Reproduced with permission 
The War Graves Photographic Project. 

  

Figure 104  British Military Medal and Victory Medal of Laurence Eglinton.  Collection of P Eglinton, 
photographed March 2015 by J Shaw – Forest Range and Lenswood History Group. 
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Figure 105  Google Map Data ©2015 viewed 5 Jan 2015 

 

Thomas was evacuated from the front line through Boulogne to the Kitchener Military Hospital 
in Brighton.  Over the next five months he recovered in various levels of medical care at 
Southall, Weymouth and Codford before being posted to the Australian Overseas Training 
Brigade at Perham Down on the Salisbury Plain in southern England.  Here he probably 
completed some refresher training before re-joining the 50th Bn in France on 6 October 1917.  
During this break in England it is possible that Thomas would have been able to see John, 
Clarence and Wilfred as they were all in the same general area of England during the middle 
months of 1917, as was also their cousin John.  For example, on 4 July 1917 Thomas, John, 
Clarence and cousin John were at Perham Down, Codford and Bulford within 15 km of each 
other and Wilfred was only 80 km away at Wareham.  On the 5 July, Clarence left Perham 
Downs to rejoin the 27th Bn in northern France facing the Ypres Salient.xxxiv  

The 1st Anzac Corps attacked at Polygon Wood in September.  Clarence Eglinton, his cousin 
Norman Hocking, and William Norton fought at Polygon Wood.  This was part of the broad 
offensive around the Ypres salient known as the Third Battle of Ypresxxxv .  Clarence’s 27th Bn 
was the second wave in the 7th Brigade attackxxxvi  on 20 September 1917 and had the 
objective of reaching the “Blue Line” including the German positions known as the Albert and 
Iron Cross Redoubts.   
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At 0540 hr the artillery and machine gun barrage began and the 25th, 27th and 28th Bns 
advanced.  The attack was successful with the 25th Bn objective captured by 0625 hr.  The 
27th Bn then passed through the 25th Bn and attacked their objective reaching the Blue Line 
by 0730 hr.  The 28th Bn then passed through and achieved the Brigade objectives by 1000 
hr.  Whilst the attack was very successful, one of the thirty-three 27th Bn soldiers killed in 
action was Clarence.    

 
Figure 106 - The 7th Brigade battle map, 20 Sep 1917.  The 27th Bn attacked from the west to the east.  
W Dollman, The Blue and Brown Diamond: a history of the 27th Bn, [electronic resource] viewed 25 
September 2014 http://www.nla.gov.au/apps/doview/nla.aus-vn4972106-p.pdf   

 

Figure 107 - "Following the Barrage, 20th September 1917" – this hand coloured photo shows the 
attack at Polygon Wood in which Clarence was killed.  Artist unknown, P05380.006, 
http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/P05380.006/, reproduced with permission AWM.  
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Figure 108  Google Map Data ©2015 viewed 5 Jan 2015 

 

Lance Corporal Clarence Roy Eglinton has no known grave.  He is commemorated in the 
Menin Gate along with 54,000 others whose final resting places are unknown. 

 

 

Figure 109 - Clarence's name on the memorial inside the Menin Gate, Ypres.  Reproduced with 
permission Johan Moors, 2014 
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Figure 110  Clarence Eglinton, Menin Gate.  Photo with permission The War Graves Photographic 
Project. 

 

 

Figure 111  Condolence card of Clarence 
Eglinton. Collection of P Eglinton, 
photographed March 2015 by J Shaw – 
Forest Range and Lenswood History 
Group. 
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Figure 112  Clarence Eglinton, photo, medals and condolence card.  Reproduced with permission 
Marlene Hellmans. 

 

When Thomas rejoined the 50th Bn it was recovering in the Ypres sector in Belgium after 
being involved in the Battle of Polygon Wood in one of the phases a few days after Clarence’s 
deathxxxvii .  As the end of 1917 approached the Bn was withdrawn to reserves and marched to 
Meneslies on the Channel coast for a rest in November before returning to another winter of 
trench routine. 
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In late November John Eglinton finally left England after a year of training and carpentering to 
join the 5th Pnr Bn in France, being taken on strength on 30 November 1917.  At that time the 
5th Pnr were in a quiet sector having just spent three months supporting the battles around 
Ypres, including the battle in September when Clarence was killed in action.  John’s good 
fortune continued with the 5th Pnr Bn being withdrawn for rest near Boulogne-sur-Mer, on the 
coast, on 13 December 1917 where they stayed until the end of January 1918xxxviii  through the 
worst of winter. 

By Christmas 1917 the Eglinton family were mourning the loss of Laurence and Clarence.  No 
doubt they were grateful for Wilfred’s return although his physical injuries and undoubted 
mental trauma must have been the cause for significant concern and re-adjustment.   

Thomas was deployed with the 50th Bn at Moislainsxxxix  in the Somme Valley and John was 
with the 5th Pnr Bn on the French Channel coast. 

 

1917-18, Thomas and John 

After three years of war the ANZACs had learnt a lot about trench warfare and maintaining 
health and comfort so the month of January 1918 that Thomas spent in the front line “SE of 
Ypres” would have been nowhere near his worst.  The 50th Bn was in the line from 19 
January until 8 February 1918 but subject to only occasional harassing artillery fire.xl  During 
this period in the front line some of the 10th Reinforcements arrived, including Thomas John 
Henry Tregenza, aged 17 and 3 months, from Naracoote.   

While it is impossible to know for sure, it is plausible that Thomas Eglinton, now 32 and a 
veteran of 2 years standing with the 50th, may have supported the young Thomas Tregenza 
on the front line.  Young Thomas had lied about his age to join and added two full years 
stating that he was 18 and 7 months when in fact he was only 16 and a half.  After six weeks 
on the front line Thomas Tregenza was taken ill and sent to hospital on 27 March 1918.xli  
Often very young Australian soldiers were protected by this ruse.  

After being relieved, the 50th Bn spent the rest of February and March alternately training, 
improving defences and providing work parties for other general duties.  Hard work and 
boredom would have been welcomed over the prospect of participating in major battles! 

John’s first experience in the 5th Pioneers was at Wytechaete, south of Ypres in Belgium.  For 
two months they provided field engineering support services to improve the war fighting 
infrastructure and defences.  The sector was quiet, with only three 5th Pioneers soldiers killed 
in action in Marchxlii.  From there he proceeded south to the Somme Valley in March 1918 
where the 5th Pioneers were supporting the Brigades that recaptured Villers-Bretonneux on 
ANZAC Day.  In early May, John’s D Company was sent forward to Vaux-sur-Somme to 
improve communication trenches.   On the 17th they “dug in near VAUX to escape gas attack 
in the village”.xliii 

During this time John was petitioning to be allowed to return to Australia.  His first application 
pointed out that Clarence and Laurence had been killed in action and Wilfred had been 
severely injured.  He further points out that his father is crippled with rheumatism, and 
(falsely) claims that his true age is 42, not 37.  The first application was supported by 
Thomas, but rejected on 22 February 1918 by the Division Adjutant General, Colonel TH 
Dodds because “it has been necessary to refuse many applications made under similar 
circumstances by men who left Australia in 1914, whereas PTE Eglinton, although he enlisted 
in April 1916, only joined up with his unit as recently as three months ago.”xliv 

Meanwhile, Thomas and the 50th Bn had also been moved from the Ypres area south to the 
Somme Valley to resist the German 1918 Spring Offensive.  Through most of April they were 
near Corbie, until a major German attack occurred on 24 April.  On the evening of 24 April the 
50th Bn received orders to counter attack Villers-Bretonneux.  The 50th Bn were heavily 
involved over the next three days in what has become one of the more significant battles for 
Australian troops.  They suffered 261 casualties before being relieved by the 45th Bn. 
Thomas’s brother in law Pete Edwards was awarded the Military Medal for actions recovering 
wounded mates during this battle.xlv     
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In early May the 50th Bn was reorganising at Blangy-Tronville, between Villers-Bretonneux 
and the strategic centre of Amiens.  Very early in the morning of 4 May 1918, the 50th Bn 
relieved the 45th Bn in the front line.  Weakened by battle the 50th Bn had reorganised around 
just three companies with a combined A&D Company deployed in the supporting position 
behind B and C Companies.  They were deployed close enough to see Villers-Bretonneux 
burning in the aftermath of being recaptured and their role was to stabilise the line against 
further enemy attacks.  By the 8th the War Diary reports “casualties during the day NIL”xlvi.  
Unfortunately these conditions may have lulled Thomas into a false sense of security since on 
the evening of the very next day, 9 May 1918, which was reported as “very quiet on Bn front”, 
Thomas was shot and killed by a sniper.  Later that evening the 50th Bn was relieved on the 
front line by the 52nd. 

 

Figure 113  Google Map Data ©2015 viewed 5 Jan 2015 

Private Thomas William Eglinton was initially buried in a small cemetery outside Villers-
Bretonneux, probably either in the Chalk Lane Cemetery or the Embankment Cemeteryxlvii.  In 
the post war consolidation his body was moved to the Adelaide Cemetery Villers-Bretonneux 
where he now lies in Plot III. G. 27.  In 1993, the Adelaide Cemetery was the location of the 
grave from which Australia’s Unknown Soldier was chosen to be repatriated to Canberra.   
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Figure 114  Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery – 
Reproduced with permission The War Graves Photographic 
project. 

 

Figure 115 Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery – 
Reproduced with permission The War Graves 
Photographic project. 

 

Figure 116 Thomas's grave at the Adelaide Cemetery, Villers-Bretonnuex.  Reproduced with permission 
Anne Vanpé, October 2014 

  



 

 

© 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc page | 115    

 

Figure 117 Thoma Eglinton's grave lies at the end of a row of ANZAC mates in Adelaide Cemetery, 
Villers-Bretonneux.  Reproduced with permission Amandine Philippe, October 2014. 

 

Figure 118  Condolence card of Thomas 
Eglinton. Collection of P Eglinton, 
photographed March 2015 by J Shaw – 
Forest Range and Lenswood History 
Group. 
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Thomas Tregenza was again in hospital during this period, re-joining the 50th Bn as they left 
the front line.xlviii 

 

The death of Thomas Eglinton provided more support to 
his brother John’s petition to be allowed to return to 
Australia.  John resubmitted his application on 29 May and 
this time it was approved on 4 June 1918.  By 10 June 18 
he had disembarked in Folkestone and he left England on 
24 August 1918 aboard the HMAT City of Karachi.  John 
was discharged on 8 November 1918 in Adelaide.xlix  

Only two of the Eglinton brothers who enlisted had 
survived the War.  

 

 

Figure 119  John Eglinton.  
Reproduced with permission P 
Eglinton. 

 

Figure 120  Wilfred Eglinton and Reg Biggs pictured after their return from war.  Reproduced with 
permission P Eglinton. 
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Figure 121  Group photo of the Eglinton brothers in uniform – collage of individual photos.   

Back L-R:  John Charles (known as Jack), Wilfred Rowe (know as Boss), Thomas William (known as 
Ton), Laurence (known as Don), Clarence Roy (known as Duke).  Order as per back of photo owned by 
Pat Eglinton and reproduced with her permission.  

 

Aftermath 

Elizabeth was told of the death of her youngest son Laurence first.  By 1917 a telegram from 
the Defence Department was cause for great concern, often foreshadowing the worst.  
Laurence had enlisted last, yet died first.   Over the next few years the loss would have been 
painful as she was reminded of her son as she struggled through the bureaucracy and 
administration.  First she needed to request a death certificate in July 1917.  By February 
1918 the meagre parcel of Laurence’s personal effects arrived back in Australia on SS 
Marathon – just his “disc, letters, cards, wallet and mirror”.  In June 1922 she received a 
Memorial Scroll, in August 1922 a Memorial Plaque, in 1923 his Victory Medal, 1914/1915 
Star and British War Medal.  The administration finally ended in formal notification that a 
special collective memorial had been erected in the Noreuil Australian Cemetery.l 

Almost as soon as she received the death certificate recording the loss of her youngest, 
Elizabeth was again buffeted by the arrival of the telegram stating that Clarence had been 
killed at Polygon Wood.  The routine now would have been depressingly familiar.  She knew 
to write directly to Base Records in Melbourne, bypassing 4MD at Keswick Barracks in 
Adelaide.  On 8 May 1918 she received Clarence’s personal kit – “cards, letters, unit colors, 
note book, disc, halfpenny, 3 badges, pair scissors”.  As she signed the receipt, Elizabeth had 
no idea that Thomas was to die the next day at Villers Bretonnuex.li 

She was awarded a pension of 20/- per fortnight for the loss of each of her two sons. 

Both Elizabeth and his young widow, Florence, mourned the death of Thomas.  The young 
couple had only been married for eight days before Thomas embarked.  Florence’s first brush 
with a Defence Department letter was in May 1916, when she was advised Thomas had been 
“admitted to hospital, Suez, ... suffering from measles, mild”.  In April 1917 she was advised 
he had been wounded in action and evacuated to England.  But by July 1918 she too was 
writing to Base Records in Melbourne requesting his death certificate.  Thomas’s effects 
returned on the SS Australcrag – just “notebook, card”.    
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Florence’s older brother, Pete,lii passed more 
of Thomas’s belongings directly to John 
Eglinton in Franceliii as is stated in John’s 
revised petition for discharge.  On 2 May 1919 
Florence received formal notification of his 
burial location, in the first isolated gravesite.  
By December that year she was told he had 
been re-interred in his current grave in the 
Adelaide British Cemetery. liv 

In 1922 Florence received her dead husband’s 
Memorial Scroll and Memorial Plaque.  
Thomas’s medals arrived in 1923 and the final 
Defence Department communication to 
Florence was advice of the renumbering of 
Thomas’s grave in October 1924. 

 

 

Figure 122  Florence Eglinton (nee Edwards) with 
her brother Pete (Ernest James).  Reproduced 
with permission P Eglinton. 

 

Laurence Commemorations 

• Adelaide War Memorial, North Terrace, Adelaide 
• Commemorative Area, Australian War Museum, Canberra 
• District Council of Onkaparinga WWI Honour Board 
• Forest Oak Lodge Honour Board  
• Lenswood and Forest Range WWI memorial, Lobethal Road, Forest Range 
• Lenswood & Forest Range WWI Honour Board 
• Noreuil Cemetery 

Laurence Medals received 

• British War Medal #43071 
• Victory Medal #12599 
• Memorial Scroll #396891 
• Memorial Plaque #316891 

 

Clarence Commemorations 

• Adelaide War Memorial, North Terrace, Adelaide 
• Commemorative Area, Australian War Museum, Canberra 
• District Council of Onkaparinga WWI Honour Board 
• Forest Oak Lodge Honour Board 
• Lenswood and Forest Range WWI memorial, Lobethal Road, Forest Range 
• Lenswood & Forest Range WWI Honour Board 
• Menin Gate 
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Clarence Medals received 

• British War Medal #29916 
• Victory Medal #29734 
• Memorial Scroll #331256 
• Memorial Plaque #331256 

 

Thomas Commemorations 

• Adelaide War Memorial, North Terrace, Adelaide 
• Commemorative Area, Australian War Museum, Canberra 
• District Council of Onkaparinga WWI Honour Board 
• Forest Oak Lodge Honour Board  
• Lenswood and Forest Range WWI memorial, Lobethal Road, Forest Range 
• Lenswood & Forest Range WWI Honour Board 
• Villers-Bretonnuex Military Cemetery 

Thomas Medals received 

• British War Medal #37745 
• Victory Medal #37438 
• Memorial Scroll #345581 
• Memorial Plaque #345581 

 

 

Getting on With Life 

Thomas Tregenza shared the front lines with Thomas Eglinton for just a few weeks in 1918.  
Although from Naracoote, he perhaps visited Forest Range whilst awaiting discharge, or 
contacted Florence to pass on belongings or souvenirs.  However it was that they met, they 
married on 12 March 1921 and remained living in Forest Range.  They had three sons. 
Thomas Tregenza was a bit of a rebel, putting up his age to enlist.  He was charged twice 
while in the Army.  The first time it was for being absent without leave and the second time for 
losing his “housewife” (sewing kit).lv  Between the wars he was mentioned for being the driver 
in a truck accidentlvi and was fined for disobeying traffic signals in 1937lvii.   As well as truck 
driving, Thomas worked as a box maker during the fruit season at the Forest Range 
Fruitgrowers Cooperative on Swamp Road.lviii   This shed was managed by another WWI 
veteran, Ern Mason. 

Soon after World War II was declared Thomas enlisted again, on 26 June 1940.  This time he 
was given duties in Australia as a “motor driver” and in due course he was promoted to 
Sergeant.  His rebel nature was still evident though, again being charged for absence without 
leave.lix  Unfortunately his misfortune with driving also continued.  On 10 May 1943 he was 
heading towards Woodside Barracks with passengers early in the morning when his vehicle 
and a motorcycle had a head on collision on the Mt Barker Road near the Devil’s Elbow.  The 
motor cycle struck Thomas causing head injuries from which he died later that day.lx  
Florence had been widowed again.  Thomas John Henry Tregenza is remembered as one of 
three Lenswood and Forest Range servicemen to die in WWII and his name is inscribed on 
our World War Two memorial at The Ford, Forest Range. 

Florence died in 1945, still at Forest Range, aged just 51.lxi 

Thomas Senior and Elizabeth moved to Swan Reach in 1922.  Wilfred took up land at Swan 
Reach 1924 and married his cousin Vera Mary Eglintonlxii.  In their advanced years Thomas 
and Elizabeth lived with Wilfred and his wife Vera.  They died in 1934 and 1941 
respectively.lxiii   
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Figure 123 Lesley, John, Wilfred, their mother and sister Vi.  Photo taken at Forest Range.  Reproduced 
with permission Pat Eglinton. 

Wilfred struggled for some time after his return from the war.  His family recalls that during 
thunder storms Wilfred would be found hiding under his bed, reliving the bombing of the war 
zone.  Eventually he had three sons.  He and Vera adopted a niece to complete their family.  
As they grew older they left Swan Reach, moving first to Kapunda where Wilfred died in 1970.  
Vera later moved to Maitland with one of her sons and it was there she died in 1978.  

 

Figure 124 Wilfred's Grave at Swan Reach, Reproduced with permission Doug Gillott 2014 

 

John Charles died on 23 March 1944 having moved to Beverly, in Adelaide, having had 
seven children with his wife Ada Phyllislxiv.  He is buried in the Cheltenham Cemetery with 
Ada, who died in 1964. 
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Notes 

As well as the five sons of Thomas and Elizabeth there was another Eglinton that served with 
distinction.  John Charles Eglinton, Regimental No 2363 was a cousinlxv to the five brothers, 
and confusingly for historians his mother, who was nominated as his next of kin, was also 
named Elizabeth.  JC Eglinton Regt No 2363 was born at Houghton SA, joined on 30 March 
1915 and served at Gallipoli and in France in the 10th Bn.  He was promoted to sergeant 
before being severely wounded in both legs in April 1917.  He was then returned to Australia 
and discharged.lxvi    Some records have this John and the John from Forest Range confused.  
John from Forest Range was Regimental No 2105. 

Two Eglinton first cousins, CAR Mason and N Hocking, also died on active service and their 
stories are described in other chapters. 
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Norman Hocking 
SERN 3564 

 

Norman Hocking and his twin brother Gilbert, were born at Forest Range on 5 March, 1893.  
Gilbert was less than two weeks old when he died.  Norm was 24 years old when he died. 

Their father, Richard Hocking, was a stonemason born in Cornwall, as was his uncle.  In 1855 
Richard came to South Australia aboard the Victoria Regia.  The ship left Plymouth on 25 July 
and arrived at Port Adelaide on 13 November.  Richard was just eight and travelled with his 
father William, mother Elizabeth, 3 brothers and 1 sister.  Three sisters had died in Cornwall. 

 

Figure 125  Richard and Betsie Hocking, parents of 
Normal Hocking (Hockings Family Tree – emailed 
Chezmuzz as it was originally on Jean’s Tree) 

Norm’s mother, Elizabeth Eglinton, was 
known as Betsie.  She was the daughter 
of Charles Robe Eglinton and Anna Daw 
Coon.  Bessie was born at Fifth Creek 
but her father, who was a shepherd at 
Castambul, subsequently purchased 
land at Forest Range.  Charles Eglinton 
built the stone home that still stands on 
Fry Lane (later the home of JB Fry II).   
The name Eglinton appears multiple 
times in our document of WWI deaths 
and we document elsewhere all of the 
relationships.  Richard Hocking and 
Bessie Eglinton married on 22 April 
1874, some two years before the 
Eglintons purchased the land at Forest 
Range.  

The Hockings moved to Forest Range and had the following children: 

1. Charles William (born Fifth Creek, SA, 9 August 1874, died Swan Reach, SA, 29 
September 1944) 

2. Edward James (born Tiers, SA 2 May 1877, died SA, 27 March 1960) 
3. Elizabeth Ann (born Forest Range, SA, 26 March 1880, died Forest Range, SA, 2 

November 1962, married name East) 
4. Alfred (born Tiers, SA, 26 October 1882, died Merbein, Vic, 26 July 1965)  
5. Anna (born Stony Creek, SA, 24 September 1885, died Stony Creek, SA, 17 October 

1885) 
6. Robert (born Stony Creek, SA, 24 September 1885, died Keith, SA, 3 August 1959) 
7. Florence Jane (born Forest Range, SA, 25 June 1889, died Victor Harbor, SA, 29 

September 1975, married name Wilson)  
8. Gilbert (born Forest Range, SA, 5 March 1893, died Forest Range, SA, 18 March 

1893) 
9. Norman (born Forest Range, SA, 5 March 1893, died Belgium 1917)  

 

Their first child was born at Fifth Creek, however later children are listed as Tiers, Stony 
Creek and Forest Range which were all names for the Forest Range region. 
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The Hocking family lived in a mud and timber house at the bottom of the gully half way down 
Leslie Road (on the right) on section 89, which was owned by James Gillett Collins.i  This 
land was later divided and George East (who married Elizabeth, Norman’s sister) purchased 
part of the land.  Norm’s father, Richard worked at Bird in the Hand mine near Woodside and 
then as labourer for S Collins for 35 years. ii 

 

Figure 126  Guide to original section numbers from Bishop, GC (1984) p12, Stringybarks to orchards. 

 

Norm attended Forest School.  In 1906 he is recorded as the winner of a reading prize 
awarded by the local literary society.iii  Prizes were awarded to students at the end of year.  It 
is not certain if Norm played sport, however it is likely and his brother Robert was a strong 
cricketer, winning the trophy for the best batting average for The Forresters in 1914.iv 

On 9 May 1916 Norm Hocking went to Adelaide and enlisted in the 32nd Bn AIF.  At the time 
he listed his occupation at a labourer.  His physical description detailed in his enlistment 
papers was: v   

  

Hocking 
home  
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Age 23 years 2 months 
Height 5 feet 6 3/4 inches 
Weight 128 lbs 
Chest measurement  33 1/2-36 inches 
Complexion Medium 
Eyes Brown 
Hair Lt Brown 
Religious denomination  Methvi 

 

Figure 127  32nd Battalion colour patch, AWM, RELAWM13307.130, viewed 7 February 2015, 
https://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_11219.asp, reproduced with permission AWM. 

  

 

The Forest Range community held a farewell celebration for Norm and 5 other soldiers 
leaving for the front 16 May 1916.  Only one of this group returned from the war, O Caldicott.  
Two of the men, Laurence and Thomas Eglinton, were cousins of Norm. 

FOREST RANGE, May 16. On Saturday night last the residents of Forest Range met 
in the mission hall to say farewell to six more young men who have enlisted from 
here.  A collection £6/10 was taken at the door.  Mr. F. Green presided, and delivered 
a stirring address.  The names of the recruits are as follows- Privates H. O. Caldicott, 
O S Pollard. L. Eglington [sic], T. viiEglington [sic], N. Hocking, and B. Norton.   All 
together 36 men have enlisted from here.  The Rev. J. J. Emery also spoke. Mr J 
Vickers, on behalf of the residents, presented each recruit with a wrist watch and a 
pair of socks from the Red Cross Society.  Mr C Bishop supplied, music for a dance, 
and Mr. E. Doorman acted as M.C. 
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Figure 128  Studio portrait of 3567 Private (Pte) Norman Hocking, 32nd Battalion : P09291.197 c1916 
Australian War Memorial viewed 11 November 2014, http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/P09291.197 
[public domain]  

 

The 32nd Bn was formed from South Australian and Western Australian men.  Norm 
embarked from Adelaide on the troopship Ballarat on 12 August 1916.  They left for England, 
disembarking at Devonport (Plymouth) on 30 September for further training.   
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Figure 129.  Ballarat III [picture] Allan C. Green 1878-1954 photographer.   ca. 1900-ca. 1954 viewed 
29 May 2014  
http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?vid=MAIN&reset_config=true&doc
Id=SLV_VOYAGER1647125, reproduced with permission State Library of Victoria. 

 

Training was conducted at Codford, Wiltshire, where tens of thousands of Anzac troops were 
trained before travelling to the Western Front.  After a couple of brief illnesses, such as 
influenza, he joined his unit near Albert in France on 11 February 1917.viii  In March the 32nd 
Bn fought at Trones Wood. However for most of the first half of 1917 the battalion pushed the 
Germans towards the Hindenberg line.ix   Norm was not the only Forest Range solider fighting 
at Trones Wood.  As will be discussed later Hugh McDonald was seriously wounded at 
Trones Wood on 6 March.   

At the end of September 1917 the 32nd Bn fought in the Battle of Polygon Wood.  This battle, 
near Ypres in Belgium was fought on land that had changed hands many times during the 
war.  December saw the battalion holding the front line at Messines.  Messines Ridge is 10 
km from Ypres in Belgium.  This is the region called Flanders and is where Oliver Stanley 
Pollard had died six months earlier.  The war diaries note that the weather was cold but dry.  
They were relieved by the 29th Bn on the night of 8-9 December and marched back behind 
the front.  The men spent the next few days resting and carrying supplies to the soldiers at 
the front.   

There is no mention of the 32nd being in battle on 12 December.  Private Norman Hocking 
died that day.  As the role of the 32nd at that time was supply we must assume that Norm was 
killed while moving materials to the front line.  Just two days later the battalion prepared to 
leave the battlefield and move into reserves at Boulogne.x   
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Figure 130  Google Map Data ©2015 viewed 5 Jan 2015 

 

Norm was buried at Kandahar Farm, Heuvelland, West Flanders Belgium - Plot: I. D. 7.  
There are 186 Australians buried here.  Plot I is on the right of this view of Kanhahar Farm 
Cemetery.    

In January 1918 Norman’s parents placed the following notice in the Advertiser: 

HOCKING - Killed in action in France, December 12, 1917, Private Norman Hocking, 
32nd Battalion, dearly beloved youngest son of R. and  E. Hocking, Forest Range, 
aged 24 years 9 months.     

He was only a brave lad in khaki,One of Australia's pride. 
Fighting for sunny Australia, 
And like a hero died.   We pictured your safe returning, 
And longed to clasp your hand, 
But God has postponed our meeting, dear Norm,     
It will be in a better land.xi 
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Figure 131  Kandahar Farm, Heuvelland, West Flanders Belgium.  Reproduced with permission The War 
Graves Photographic Project. 

 
Figure 132  Gravestone of Norman Hocking, Kandahar Farm - Plot: I. D.  Reproduced with permission 
The War Graves Photographic Project. 
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In February the article at right regarding 
his death appeared in the Daily Herald 

 

 

Figure 133  1918 'LATE PRIVATE N. 
HOCKING.', Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 
1910 - 1924), 5 February, p. 2, viewed 26 
May, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article105453294  

On the first anniversary of his death his uncle and aunt, Tom and Elizabeth Eglinton, posted 
this entry in The Advertiser.   Tom and Elizabeth Eglinton lost three sons and two nephews in 
the war. 

HOCKING - In loving memory of our dear nephew, Private N. Hocking, who was 
killed in action on December 12, 1917 at Messines. 

We cannot clasp your hand, dear Norman, 
Your face we cannot see; 
But let this little token tell 
We still remember thee. 
Inserted by his loving uncle and aunt, T. and E Eglinton, Forest Range.xii 

 

Norman’s mother received his Memorial Scroll in May 1922 and in October that year his 
Plaque.  Contrary to the legal requirement at the time his mother was sent his Victory and 
British War Medals after claiming ‘next of kin’.  She was granted 20/- per fortnight as a 
pension.  

 

Figure 134  NAA: B2455, Norman Hocking, p20.  Reproduced with permission Olive Hutchins. 
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Commemorations 

• Adelaide War Memorial, North Terrace, Adelaide 
• Commemorative Area, Australian War Museum, Canberra 
• District Council of Onkaparinga WWI Honour Board 
• Kandahar Farm Cemetery, Belgium    
• Lenswood and Forest Range WWI memorial, Lobethal Road, Forest Range 
• Lenswood & Forest Range WWI Honour Board 

 

Medals received 

• British War Medal #44967 
• Victory Medal #44454 
• Memorial Scroll #339863 
• Memorial Plaque #339863xiii 

 

 

 

   

                                                        
i East Family History Paper, Author Unknown, Courtesy of Kevin East and Colleen Green 
ii 1921 'TWEEDVALE.', The Mount Barker Courier and Onkaparinga and Gumeracha Advertiser (SA : 
1880 - 1954), 6 May, p. 3, viewed 24 June, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article146431172 
iii 1906 ‘COUNTRY.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 22 December, p. 12, viewed 26 May, 
2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5121584 
iv 1914 'FORRESTER CRICKET CLUB.', Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), 1 August, p. 25, 
viewed 29 May, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article88841047  Viewed 29 May 2014 
v NAA: B2455, Norman Hocking 
vi ibid 
vii 1916 'HONORING SOLDIERS.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 19 May, p. 8, viewed 26 
May, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article6479419 
viii NAA: B2455, op cit 
ix Wikipedia contributors. "32nd Battalion (Australia)." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The 
Free Encyclopedia, 8 Jan. 2015, viewed 15 February 15, 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/32nd_Battalion_%28Australia%29 
x Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries, 1914-18 War : Infantry.   32nd Infantry Battalion.  Item 
number: 23/49/29 http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/AWM4/23/49/ viewed 7 January 2015. 
xi 1918 'Family Notices.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 18 January, p. 4, viewed 7 
January, 2015, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5589211 
xii 1918 'Family Notices.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 12 December, p. 6, viewed 26 
May, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5613325 
xiii NAA: B2455 
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Arthur Walter Lacey Lawson 
SERN 6587 

 

Arthur Walter Lacey Lawson was the son of 
James Lacey Lawson, born on 15 June 1859 in 
the Barossa and Louisa Gangell, born 10 June 
1857 at Victor Harbor.   

James’ father was Thomas Lacey Lawson who 
owned significant land in the Barossa area.  He 
and his wife Kitty (Catherine Constant) are buried 
at Willaston.  Thomas and Kitty had married in 
New Zealand and by 1844 were in South 
Australia and soon purchased significant land 
holdings and undertook gold mining at Tanunda 
Creek. i 

James Lacey Lawson was one of seven children.  
He and Louisa Gangell were married 6 August 
1879 at Magill and had the following eight 
childrenii:   

  

Figure 135 Art Lawson.  Reproduced with 
permission Ivan Probert 

1. Catherine Mina (born Cockatoo Valley, SA 17 April 1880, died 10 May 1966 Croydon, 
Vic, married name Young) 

2. James Lacey (born Cockatoo Valley, SA 28 April 1882) 
3. George Albert (born Barossa, SA 15 January 1885, died 1886)  
4. Herbert Henry Lacey (born Barossa, SA 22 November 1886, died Barossa, SA 5 

September 1960) 
5. Arthur Walter Lacey (born Barossa, SA 20 April 1889, died France, 8 August 1818) 
6. Ann Louisa Lacey (born Monarto, SA 10 November 1891, married name Norton) 
7. Thomas John Lacey (born Monarto, SA 11 July 1894) – known as Lacey 
8. Jane Lydia Lacey (born Monarto, SA 14 July 1897, died 2 September 1965, married 

name Leonard) 

The couple had moved around before settling in Forest Range.  It is likely that James was 
mining as the couple lived at the Barossa diggings and later at Callington (Monarto), both 
mining regions.  Arthur (Art as he was known) was born on 20 April 1889 at the Barossa 
diggings.  It is not known for certain when James and Lousia moved their family to the Forest 
Range area.  The East Torrens rate assessment books show J Lacey Lawson as owning 
sections 297 and 298 and sited the western side of Mawson Road in 1913 and 1924, 
however not in 1904. This land, of just 25 ha, is the former section 262, which was split into 
smaller blocks for closer farming.  These formed part of the 33 Marble Hills blocks, which was 
a total area of 298 ha divided for closer settlement.  The owners were known as blockers” and 
they eked out a living on that tough hilly land west of Mawson Road. iii 

James planted a young orchard on his hilly blocks and it is known that there was a house and 
some outbuildings.  He was in a high-risk fire region and was burned out in a couple of 
summer fires.  Records on the February 1915 fire cite:  
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Great difficulty was experienced in saving the house, which was completely 
surrounded by the flames. A pig in its sty was roasted alive. Mr. Lawson lost his 
fencing and between 150 and 200 young fruit trees. He was among those who were 
burned out last summer, and these trees had been planted with the assistance he 
had received from the Hills Fire Relief Fund. The residents consider that Sun day's 
fire was the biggest; ever experienced in the district, but for the most part it was kept 
to the scrub land, where it could do little damage. iv  

 

A second article about the first paints a picture of the risk of living in this region that the 
Lawson family, and many others, faced: 

THE BUSH FIRES. Our Forest Range correspondent supplies some, interesting 
additional particulars concerning the recent bush fires an that district:- We have again 
been visited by that enemy - the bush fire. One started on Friday afternoon in the 
vicinity of the mining block, through Mason's up to Lawson's, and the houses were in 
danger. The flames, however, were soon under control for that afternoon. At night the 
conflagration was again raging, and local residents battled with it all night. It died 
down, only to start afresh about 11 o'clock on Saturday morning. By 1 o'clock it was 
raging, the wind carrying it at a terrific pace towards the Forest Range Hotel. By this 
time there was a gang burning tracks, but all their attempts were useless. The fire 
was so fierce, it crossed and went on its way. However, they got the best of it before 
it reached the hotel .as the wind changed and took it in the other direction toward the 
hall, which was next in danger. The fire passed on its way towards the ford. On 
Friday a fire broke out in Dollman's, and swept through their garden. While they were 
saving some slabs, a spark from a tree set the fowlhouses alight, and burnt about 45 
fowls. While a few residents were talking, together on Sunday morning about the fire 
the previous day, smoke was noticed in the gully, and they set to work then to make 
tracks round Mr. James Filsell’s boundary. Within an hour the fire was raging over 
Pound Range and up Lawson's Gully, their house being in danger again, 'from the 
back' this time. Early in the morning they had worked in' the gully to try and save the 
feed, for the cattle, but the fire came at such a pace that they had to run from it to 
save themselves. Mrs. Lawson tried to save the pig, but the sty and all went like 
paper. She rushed inside to get a few papers, and could, not get out for some 
minutes, as by this time the flames were leaping all round the house.  Messrs. Syd. 
and Dave Norton managed to get her out. She and her daughter had been working at 
the fires since Friday. About 100 trees were burnt. These had replaced trees that 
were destroyed, in the same way three years ago. After leaving Lawson's, the flames 
came on toward Filsell's, where the people' say they could hear it like thunder an 
hour before it reached them. It swept up the gully, and the flames were meeting over 
the tops of the trees from, one side to the other in a Iittle cherry patch on the side of a 
hill. Mr. Filsell's household had an anxious time for an hour or so, and thought the 
home would go, but a gang of firefighters managed to save that and the garden. The 
loss here is an acre of wattle, 400 fruit trees (some of which replaced trees burnt 
three years ago), fencing, and 20 tons of firewood. All the feed in the district for miles 
round was burnt. Owing to the price of feed this is a great loss, and means that some 
of the residents will have to sell their cows. v 

Art went to school at Monarto and was a young adult when his family moved to Mawson’s 
Road so it is not known how long Art himself lived at the Forest Range property.  
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Figure 136  Guide to original section numbers from Bishop, GC (1984) p12, Stringybarks to orchards. 

In 1912 Art was married to Johanna Louisa Liebelt on 22 
June at St Paul's Church, Hahndorf. 

Johannah was Ivan and Adrian Probert’s grandfather's 
sister and was known to the family as Jon or Hannah. The 
couple lived at “Kia-Ora” 38 Everard Avenue, 
Keswickvi and had one son, Cyril Arthur who was born on 
23 May 1913 at Mt Barker.  Cyril is the only descendant of 
our fifteen soldiers.  Cyril Arthur who was just 3 ½ years 
old when his father enlisted. 

 

 

Figure 137  1912 'WEDDINGS.', The Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 
1954), 13 July, p. 3 Section: THIRD SECTION., viewed 5 
November, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article58185589 

 

  

Lawson 
home  
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The copy of Cyril’s birth certificate below was provided by another relative, Eva Hannam, nee 
Norton. 

 

Figure 138  Birth certificate of Cyril Arthur Lawson.  Reproduced with permission Eva Hannam 

 

Art was a railway porter in the SA Railways and was transferred to work at Mt Barker, where 
he subsequently enlisted in the 27th Bn on 30 September 1916.  His residential address was 
listed as Keswick.  He was passed fit for service, however this was a portent of things to 
come.vii  Art was the third brother to join the colours and likely must have felt significant peer 
pressure to do so. Thomas John Lacey Lawson, his younger brother, and Henry Herbert 
Lawson, his older brothers were both already fighting.  

Age 27 years 4 months 
Height 5 feet 9 inches 
Weight 158 lbs 
Chest measurement  37-40 inches 
Complexion Medium 
Eyes Grey 
Hair Dark 
Religious denomination  Presbynviii 

  



 

 

page | 136 © 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc    

Pte Lawson left Adelaide for Devonport on 24 January 1917 and thence travelled on to 
England.  He left behind a 3 ½ year old child and young wife. 

 

Figure 139  Arthur Walter Lacey Lawson, with his wife Johanna Louisa Liebelt and son Cyril Arthur 
Lawson.  Reproduced with permission Ivan Probert. 

 

Figure 140  27th Battalion colour patch, AWM, RELAWM13307.087, viewed 10 February 2015, 
https://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_11214.asp, reproduced with permission AWM. 
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Many, if not all, soldiers were ill during their war period.  Bronchitis, influenza, mumps, 
gonorrhoea and syphilis were rife.  Art was very unhealthy after his arrival in England.  This 
continued when he was in Europe.   

He suffered bronchitis and influenza while in England and had a few relapses requiring short 
stays in hospital however he finally left for France on 25 September 1917.  On 13 October Art 
joined his battalion in Belgium, however his medical records show that he was again sick just 
a few days later, this time with mumps.  On 24 November he re-joined his unit.  He was again 
hospitalised in France with Bronchitis on 28 May 1918.  It wasn’t until 17 July that he again 
re-joined his battalion. The 27th Bn was in the first wave of the Battle at Amiens that heralded 
the start of the Hundred Days Offensive and the end of WWI, breaking through near Villers-
Bretonneux.  This is some 78 km from Lens. 

On the night of 7 August 1918, Gunner J.R. Armitage, of the 27th Bn lay in readiness for the 
attack the next day. In his diary, he wrote: 

It was utterly still. Vehicles made no sound on the marshy ground ... The silence 
played on our nerves a bit. As we got our guns into position you could hear drivers 
whispering to their horses and men muttering curses under their breath, and still the 
silence persisted, broken only by the whine of a stray rifle bullet or a long range shell 
passing high overhead ... we could feel that hundreds of groups of men were doing 
the same thing - preparing for the heaviest barrage ever launched.ix 

 

The war diaries of the 27th Bn detail the preparation for attack on the eighth as fine but cold.  
The battalion arrived in position at 12.30 am and were ready to attack by 3.30 am.  The 
soldiers attacked, taking ‘green line’ by 6.30 am.  The ground mist lifted at 7 am and by 8.20 
am the 27th Bn advance was checked to allow the 5th Aust Division to pass through and 
continue the attack against the Germans who were pulling back.  The diaries record a hot 
meal at 5 pm and that the day had remained clear.x  The combined forces were led by 
Australians and Canadians but included English and French and took just over 3 hours to 
overrun the enemy's front line.  29,144 prisoners were captured and 116 towns and villages 
were liberated.  It was a very successful battle and is claimed as a turning point in the war on 
the Western Front, however at great cost.  Some 21,243 allied soldiers were injured with a 
quarter of those dying. xi   

Private Arthur Walter Lacey Lawson was one of the dead – he was killed in action on 8 
August 1818. xii  In fact Between August 7-14 1918, the 5 Australian Divisions suffered a total 
of 6,491 casualties, which represented 20% of their strength upon entering the battle.xiii   
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Figure 141 Google Map Data ©2015 viewed 5 Jan 2015 
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Figure 142  18 pounder guns of the 6th Battery of Australian Field Artillery in action near Villers-
Bretonneux, on the morning of the offensive. Note the motor ambulance in the field in the background. 
AWM, E02926 viewed 6 November 2014, http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/E02926/ [public domain] 

 

Art was re-buried at Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, (plot 12, row B, grave no. 8), Fouilloy, 
France.   This is 16km east of Amiens. 

 

Figure 143 Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery – Reproduced with permission The War Graves 
Photographic project. 
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Figure 144  Gravestone of AWL Lawson, Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery – Reproduced with 
permission The War Graves Photographic Project. 

 

Notices placed in the papers by his family at the time show their grief: 

LAWSON. - In loving memory of our dear brother, 6587, Private A. W. L. Lawson. 
27th   Battalion, killed in action in France. August 8 

One of the heroes, a faithful brother. 
One of the best that God could send; Loved and respected by all around. 
But the hardest part is yet to come, When the heroes all return. 
And we miss among the cheering throng The face of a brother we loved so well. 
His duty, was well done. 
 
Inserted by his loving brother. Lacey, on active Service, and sisters and brothers-in 
law, Annie and Jane, Sid and Arthur. 
 

LAWSON - Killed in action in France. August 8, 6587. Private A. W. L. Lawson, 27th 
Battalion, Fourth dearly loved son of Mr. and Mrs. J. L.  Lawson, Forest Range 

He will answer no more the roll call. 
Nor rush at the bugle's sound. 
But Lord when the roll is called in heaven, 
Let his name in Thy book's be found. We cannot Lord. Thy purpose see. 
But all is well that's done by Thee. 
 

Inserted by his sorrowing father and mother.xiv    
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Figure 145  Arthur Walter Lacey Lawson - ref 1918 'SOCIAL AND PERSONAL.', Bunyip (Gawler, SA : 
1863 - 1954), 27 September, p. 2, viewed 4 May, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article100419874 

 

Figure 146 1918 'AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS.', Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), 5 October, p. 39, 
viewed 5 November, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article87551519 
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Figure 147  1918 'FOR KING AND COUNTRY.', The Mount Barker Courier and Onkaparinga and 
Gumeracha Advertiser (SA : 1880 - 1954), 23 August, p. 3, viewed 5 November, 2014, 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article147708100 

His will left all of his belongings to Hannah and on 14 April 1919 Hannah received a package 
containing a wallet, photos, cards, letter, note book and coin.  xv 

 

Figure 148  NAA: B2455, Arthur Walter Lacey Lawson, p20.  Reproduced with permission NAA. 

 

Hannah signed for the Memorial Plaque on 8 February 1923 and the Victory Medal on 17 
May 1923.   By this time she had remarried. xvi      
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Figure 149  Victory Medal of Art Lawson.  Reproduced with 
permission Daryl Lawson. 

 

 

Commemorations 

• Adelaide War Memorial, North Terrace, Adelaide 
• Commemorative Area, Australian War Museum, Canberra 
• District Council of Onkaparinga WWI Honour Board 
• Forest Oak Lodge Honour Board  
• Lenswood and Forest Range WWI memorial, Lobethal Road, Forest Range 
• Lenswood & Forest Range WWI Honour Board 
• Mt Barker Honour Board (Mt Barker Soldiers Memorial Hospital) 
• Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery 

 

Medals received 

• British War Medal #5546 
• Victory Medal #54624 
• Memorial Scroll not listed 
• Memorial Plaque not listedxvii 
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Lawson family 

Thomas John Lacey Lawson (SN 1113) enlisted at Morphettville on 18 September 1914 at 
the age of 20. He was known as Lacey.  He is listed as a labourer and weighed 12 stone with 
his height listed as 5 feet 7 ¾ inches.  He had fair hair with blue eyes.  He enlisted in the 12th 
Bn AIF (3rd Brigade) and embarked from Australia on 22 December 1914 on the 
Themistocles. Thomas’s battalion was first ashore at the Gallipoli on 25 April 1915.  He was 
wounded in the face with dangerous nose and eye gun shot wounds on 8 May 1915.  Thomas 
was hospitalised at the Convalescent Hospital Mustapha in Egypt and his mother was 
advised on 20 May 1915 that Thomas was dangerously ill.  He survived that wound although 
after return to his unit he returned to hospital numerous times with the injury as well as with 
scabies and mumps.  In March 1916 he transferred to the newly formed 52nd Bn. This Bn was 
formed in Egypt and moved to France where they suffered 50% casualtiesxviii in the Battle of 
Mouquet Farm (part of the larger Battle for the Somme).  He was later transferred to the 
Provost Corps in 1917.  This was more of a policing role and was responsible for security 
duties, prisoner of war handling and running military prisons.  Thomas suffered facial scarring 
for the rest of his life.  He left for Australia on 8 October 1918 and was discharged on was 
discharged on 31 January 1919. xix 

In September 1919 he married to Annie Muriel Clarke at 
Melrose.  She was 26 and he was 25.  The couple lived in 
Lobethal and later at 65 York Road.  Thomas died in 1976 
and is buried at Norton Summit.  He left children Arthur, 
Lindsay, Gladys, Lionel and Cyril.  His son Arthur, born 7 
May 1920, was named Arthur Walter Lacey Lawson, after 
his uncle, and he enlisted in World War Two (S14542).  
Interestingly his profession was listed as porter.  The 
younger Arthur was born at Lobethal but the family moved 
to Port Pirie, which is listed as his home upon enlistment.  
He died in 2011.  

The image at right is most likely Thomas (known as Lacey) 
and is taken from a larger image of Forest Range 
footballers included elsewhere. 

 

Figure 150  (Thomas John) Lacey 
Lawson – Photo taken from group 
photo, Forest Range Football Club, 
1912, from collection of Forest 
Range Hall 

 

Henry Herbert Lawson (SERN 6531) was 29 and 8 months old when he enlisted on 15 
August 1916.  He was also listed as a labourer.  He had previously been rejected for service 
due to vision issues but was accepted this time.  By this stage his brother Thomas had been 
seriously wounded so he was well aware of the dangers.  He was just 5 feet 5 ¾ inches high 
with dark hair and blue eyes and weighted 148 pounds.  He was allocated to the 10th Bn and 
left Devonport on the Port Melbourne on 28 December 1916 for England, where he suffered a 
bout of mumps, and thence to France to fight in the Somme.  In 1917 10th Bn was deployed to 
Belgium to fight and it was here on 20-21 September 1917 that Henry was received a 
gunshot wound to the right thigh.  After this injury he was returned to Australia on 16 
December 1917 and discharged on 25 March 1917.  He was granted a pension of £3 per 
fortnight.xx 

The Adelaide Register reported his return: 

FOREST RANGE, November 1—Pte. Herb. Lawson, recently returned from the front. 
The youngest brother, Pte. Lacey Lawson, is still on active service, having been the 
second to enlist from this district.  Another brother has made the supreme sacrifice. 
The first volunteer, Pte. Walter East, was killed in action on Gallipoli.xxi   

  



 

 

© 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc page | 145    

 

 

 

Ann Louisa Lacey Lawson was born at Monarto 
on 10 November 1891.  She was 2 ½ years 
younger than Art.  On 6 August 1910 Ann married 
a Forest Range neighbour, Sidney Norton.  Sid 
was a brother to Bert Norton, one of our soldiers 
who lost their lives.  That means that both Ann 
and Sid both lost siblings in World War One as 
Sid’s brother Bert also died at war.  The couple 
lived at Forest Range. 

 

Figure 151  Sid and Ann Norton (nee Lawson).  
Reproduced with permission Eva Hannam. 

 

 

 

 

Notes 

 

After the war Hannah remained at the Keswick house.  She became active in the Labor party 
and is noted in many reports of meetings.  She married James Gullan (1875 - 1947) and they 
had a daughter, Julie.  Hannah died in 1970.   

Art and Hannah’s son Cyril married Marion Tudor nee Dunkersley.  He died on 31 August 
1998.xxii    Cyril and Marion had children however we have not been able to locate them to 
date.  They would be the only descendants from our 15 soldiers. 

 

Art’s great nephew, Daryl, provided the images of the Victory Medal that he was awarded.  
Daryl Lawson is the grandson Art’s brother, Thomas John Lacey Lawson.  Thomas had 
named his son Arthur Walter Lacey Lawson in memory of his fallen brother and that man was 
the father of Daryl.  A few years ago Daryl’s mother received a medal in the post from an 
unknown person in Queensland.  This was the Victory Medal awarded to Art.  Daryl was not 
aware of any link with the family.  As part of this investigation we contacted the family who 
forwarded the medal. xxiii   Joe Olejnik shared the following story. 

Joe’s great-grandfather, David Norman Todd died in South Australia in 1976.  He had been a 
baker in World War One (SERN 6531).  When family members cleared his belongings from 
his room they moved the wardrobe, behind which they found a shelf.  On the shelf was a 
WWI Victory Medal, which they assumed, belonged to David.  The family sent this medal, 
along with other artefacts, to Dave’s descendants in Queensland who were pleased to 
receive the treasured memento of their forebear.  As fortune would have it one of the family, 
Joe, was interested in family history.  As Joe pondered over history of the artefacts he had 
received one day he read the name inscribed on the side of the Victory Medal and was 
surprised to find that it was not David Norman Todd, but Arthur Walter Lacey Lawson.   
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Knowing how much this medal would mean to that family Joe set about finding relatives of Art 
and sent the medal, with a brief letter, to Arthur Walter Lacey Lawson the second’s, wife, 
Daryl’s mother.xxiv 

We discussed with Daryl how the medal may have come into his father’s possession.  It is a 
mystery.  As David had, later in life, become friendly with a war widow it was possible that the 
medal came to him through Hannah (whose second husband had died in 1947).  Perhaps 
David and Cyril had been friends.  As Dave died on 31 August 1998 while Cyril died in 2011 it 
would be unusual for Cyril to pass on his father’s medal.     

The truth may always remain a mystery but the generosity of a man who sought out the family 
of the medal’s recipient, Arthur Walter Lacey Lawson, is commended. 
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[cd-rom].  Registry of Births, South Australian Genealogy & Heraldry Society Inc and Macbeth 
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Charles Alfred Robe Mason, MM 
SERN 2388 

 

Jack Mason was born Charles Alfred Robe 
Mason at Forest Range on 10 March 1895.  
He was one of eleven children of George 
Albert Mason and Fanny Eglinton. 

His father, George, was also from a large 
family, being one of twelve children born to 
James Alfred Mason and Mary Elizabeth 
Mabbett of Forest Range.  James and his 
father George were shoemakers and had 
purchased land at Forest Range in 1860,i 
however George Snr was already in the area 
in 1853 and, along with Biggs and Norton is 
credited with discovering gold at Stony 
Creek.ii  James and a number of other family 
members were buried on family land at 
Forest Range.  There are a large number of 
members of the extended Mason family still 
in Forest Range and Lenswood District. 

Jack’s mother was Fanny Eglinton, daughter 
of Charles Eglinton and Anna Coon of Forest 
Range. iii  

Figure 152  Jack’s parents, George and Fanny with 
two of their children.  Reproduced with permission 
Helen & Robin Mason  

The Mason family farmed land on the main road at Forest Range.  George held sections 305 
and 306 which were just across the road from the original Mason land.  For a short time they 
also held block 5 (corner Hewlett Road and Smith Road, which was part of the original 
section 80).  George is listed on the electoral roles of the time as being a labourer, meaning 
that he did not earn his primary living from his own land.  George worked as a labourer at 
Townsend’s Roseville Nursery.  

Fanny and George had the following children 

1. Charles Albert Robe (born Forest Range, SA, 10 March 1895, died France, 3 October 
1918) 

2. Myrtle Jane (born Walkers Flat, Nairne, SA, about 1897, died Forest Range, SA, 30 
May 1902) 

3. Clarence George (born Forest Range, SA, 13 May 1899, died Norwood, SA, 19 
January, 1958) 

4. Irene Anna Mary (born Forest Range, 20 August 1902, died 5 July 1943, married 
name Pomeroy) 

5. Leonard William (born Rose Park, SA, 23 August 1903, died Paris Creek, SA, 8 April, 
1956)  

6. Meryl Victoria (born Rose Park, SA, 16 August 1905, 18 February 1976, married 
name Brown 

7. Dorothy Fanny (born Rose Park, SA, 1 December 1907, died 12 February 1948, 
married name Samwell) 

8. Percy Albert (born 17 February 1910, died 17 November 1958) 
9. Laurice Leslie (born 31 July 1912, died Lobethal, SA, 12 August 1955) 
10. Cyril James (born Rose Park, SA 9 April 1916 died Christies Beach, SA, 28 July 

1977) 
11. Ruth (born 13 July 1918, died 8 July 1991, married name Aufderheide)    
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Jack attended Forest School and, after leaving school, he worked as a labourer for Frank 
Hackett who had land near the Forest School.iv 

 

Figure 153  Guide to original section numbers from Bishop, GC (1984) p12, Stringybarks to orchards. 

 

As with most other young men Jack was active in the militia before he joined the army.  From 
1911 to 1929 all Australian males aged between 18 and 60 were required to perform militia 
service within Australia and its territories.v  Jack first joined the senior cadets of the 79th 
Infantry.  The family recalls the story that Jack trained in Lobethal and would blow his bugle 
on the top of Stafford Hill to let his mother know he was on the way home for tea.vi  He served 
six months before moving on to the 79th Infantry, Citizen Military Forces where he was still 
serving when enrolled in the 27th Battalion on 22 June 1915 at Keswick. 

When Jack was 20 years and three months old he enlisted in the AIF.  His physical 
description detailed in his enlistment papers was:vii 

 

  

George Mason property  

(sec 80 had been broken up 
and sold in smaller blocks) 

 

George Mason property & home  

(sec 65 had been broken up and 
sold in smaller blocks) 
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Age 20 years 3 months 
Height 5 feet 5 1/2 inches 
Weight 151 lbs 
Chest measurement  43 1/2-37 inches 
Complexion Fair 
Eyes Grey 
Hair Brown 
Religious denomination  C of Eviii 

 

 

Figure 154  Charles Alfred Robe Mason.  Reproduced with permission Ashley and Harleigh Mason  

 

His mother and father signed permission for him to enlist.  
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Figure 155  27th Battalion colour patch, AWM, RELAWM13307.087, viewed 10 February 2015, 
https://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_11214.asp, reproduced with permission AWM. 

 

 

Figure 156  NAA: B2455, Charles Alfred Robe Mason, p28.  Reproduced with permission Robin Mason. 
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On that same day his cousin Ernest 
Seth William James Mason, son of Seth 
Mason and Alice Croft also enlisted.  
Ern lived across the road from Jack. 

(Ern Mason later went on to become the 
manger of the Forest Range 
Fruitgrower’s Cooperative Society 
Bishop 1984). 

They were the first of four Mason 
cousins to enrol with brothers Levi 
Norman and Joseph James Otho also 
enrolling.  Levi and Joseph were the 
sons of Otho Mason and Hannah 
Daniel, who had moved to Warooka, on 
York Peninsula.ix 

 

 

Figure 157  Ern Mason.  Reproduced with 
permission Ashley and Harleigh Mason 

 

 

On 13 October 1915 Jack and Ern left Australia with the 5th Reinforcements of the 27th Bn 
on the HMAT A32 Themistocles, bound for Egypt.  They joined the 2nd Division.  The 27th Bn 
was formed in South Australia and although they had a relatively quiet time while at Gallipoli 
their time in the trenches of France was very dangerous and they fought in the muddy 
trenches of Pozières and the Somme. x  

Egypt must have been fascinating and most Australian soldiers sent back photos of their 
discoveries.  In November 1915 Jack sent the following postcard from Egypt back to his 
brother, Clarence. 
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Figure 158  Front and back of postcard sent from Egypt.  Reproduced with permission Helen & Robin 
Mason. 
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The following card was also sent to Clarence.  These cards were very popular at the time. 

 

Figure 159  Card sent from Egypt to Clarence by Jack.  Reproduced with permission Helen & Robin 
Mason. 

 

On 1 June 1916 the 27th Bn was based near Armentières in France and they moved to the 
Somme Valley in July 1916 to support the 1st division fighting in and around Pozières.  The 
village of Pozières saw fierce fighting for over two weeks with the village being taken by the 
British and Australians, only to be lost and then regained.  A comment on Wikipedia states 
that 

The Australian 1st Division suffered 5,285 casualties on its first tour of Pozières.  
When the survivors were relieved on 27 July, one observer, Sergeant E.J. Rule said:  
“They looked like men who had been in Hell... drawn and haggard and so dazed that 
they appeared to be walking in a dream and their eyes looked glassy and starey.”xi 

Other soldiers from this district were also present in that battle; Clarence Eglinton (27th Bn) 
and Geof Brockhoff (48th Bn), who died in this battle at the start of August.  At the end of 
October the 27th Bn joined two attacks on German strongholds east of Flers in the Somme.  
The conditions were very muddy and both attacks failed to achieve their goals. 

On 23 January 1917 Jack marched out of the Somme and was admitted to Military Hospital at 
Bulford in Wiltshire.xii  The hospital specialized in venereal diseases.   

There were over 60,000 Australian soldiers in the same position as Jack during World War 
1.xiii  At the time their disease was hidden from their families and their pay was withheld.  It 
was though that some men contracted the disease as a way to avoid fighting.  We now 
understand more about how and why this occurred and Jack was no different to many other 
young men from this region.  Jack remained at the hospital for 115 days and was discharged 
as fit for service on 19 July 1917.xiv   
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Figure 160  Administrative Headquarters of the 1st Australian Dermatological Hospital,  Bulford Camp : 
1919, AWM, D00456, viewed 15 December 2014 https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/D00456/ [public 
domain]  

 

He left for France on 9 October, re-joining his unit on 14 October in Belgium.xv  For the next 
year the battalion fought a number of battles pushing back the Germans, participating in the 
‘spring offensive’ battles and fighting at Villers–Bretonneux.  In June 1918 the battalion 
captured the front line trenches at Morlancourt.  They continued fighting on the front line, 
however their casualties were high.xvi   

During fighting at Allaines Mason showed heroism and fighting skills that earned him a 
Military Medal.  The citation reads: 

During the attack S. of ALLAINES N.E. of Peronne, on the morning of 2/9/18 this 
solder singlehanded attacked and after a severe bomb fight succeed in driving a 
party of the enemy from a trench, killing several and putting the remainder to flight.  
This operation allowed his Company to regain touch with the Battn.  Pte Mason 
showed conspicuous gallantry in this effort, and an utter disregard for personal 
safety.xvii 

Jack was promoted to Lance Corporal on 1 September 1918 and, just 13 days later he was 
promoted to Corporal.xviii   His battalion was by this time severely depleted with just 31 officers 
and 537 men left by the end of September. xix  On 3 October 1918 they fought their last battle 
of the war fighting in the Battle of Beaurevoir around the Prospect Hill near Gouy.  Gouy is 
some 64 km from Lens.  This was the last battle of what was known as ‘The Hindenberg Line” 
and the final action of this offensive, on 4 October, was the final battle fought by the AIF 
during the war.  xx 

The war diaries of the 27th Bn for 3 October 1918 include the report  

Dull but fine, rained at intervals throughout the night … Three of our planes were 
bought down during the day.  One being bought down by enemy AA gun & 2 were 
struck by our shells …xxi 

Corporal Charles Alfred Robe Mason was killed in action on 3 October 1918. 
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Figure 161 Google Map Data ©2015 viewed 5 Jan 2015 

 

Jack was the last of our soldiers to die.  He was killed exactly a month before the Germans 
sent a truce flag requesting armistice.  He was initially buried in the British Cemetery at Mont 
St Martin, 9 miles north of St Quentin, France.  He was later reinterred at Bellicourt British 
Cemetery, Plot 4 Row N, grave 7.xxii  This is to the northwest of St Quentin, France. 

 

 

Figure 162  British Cemetery in Belicourt, 
France, 2011.  Reproduced with permission 
Helen and Robin Mason. 

Figure 163  Plot 4, British Cemetery in Belicourt, France, 
2011.  Reproduced with permission Helen and Robin 
Mason. 
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Figure 164  Gravestone of Charles Alfred Robe Mason, British Cemetery, Bellicourt. France, 2011.  
Reproduced with permission Helen and Robin Mason. 

 

After the death of Jack his family, as with many families, battled the bureaucracy of the 
military.  Communication and records were very different to today and the Mason family sent 
many letters arguing for the aforementioned pay, some £27 5/, which had been docked during 
Jack’s hospitalization, his personal belongings and even his Military Medal. 

In addition the family had difficulties in obtaining his Military Medal which had been awarded 
so recently before his death.  This must have been very distressing to bereaved family 
members. 

Jack’s Military Medal was forwarded to his family in January 1920.  George Mason signed for 
his son’s Memorial Scroll on 24 September 1921, his Memorial Plaque on 4 December 1922 
and his Victory Medal on 23 January 1923.xxiii  
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Figure 165 Letter from Jack’s mother, Fanny, regarding his missing Military Medal.  NAA: B2455, p62.  
Reproduced with permission Robin Mason. 

 

Figure 166 Letter confirming award of the Military Medal.  NAA: B2455, p53. Reproduced with 
permission NAA. 
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After his death the notice at left was 
published in The Register in November 
1918. 

 

 

Figure 167  1918 'THE AUSTRALIANS.', The 
Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), 12 
November, p. 9, viewed 15 December, 2014, 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article60524356 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Daily Herald published the following 
article on 4 March 1919 

 

OUR HEROES 

LATE CORPORAL MASON. 

The late Corporal C. A. R. Mason 
was the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. G. 
A. Mason, of Forest Range.  During the 
attack south of Allaines north-east of 
Peronne, on the morning of September 
2, 1918, he single handed attacked and 
after a severe bomb fight succeed in 
driving a party of the enemy from a 
trench, killing several and putting the 
remainder to flight.  That operation 
allowed his company to regain touch with 
the battalion.  Private Mason showed 
conspicuous gallantry in that effort, and 
an utter disregard for personal safety.  
He was awarded the Military Medal and 
afterwards was promoted to corporal. He 
was killed during the next attack on 
October 3. xxiv 
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Figure 168  Charles Alfred Robe Mason.  Reproduced with permission Helen & Robin Mason 

 

On the first anniversary of his death the family posted the following notices in the Advertiser: 

MASON.- A tribute of love to our dear nephew. Corporal C. A. R. (Jack) Mason, who 
was killed in action in France, on October 3, 1918 

He was a typical Australian lad, 
True hearted, dauntless and brave 
For King and country and freedom's cause,   
His noble young life he gave. 
-Inserted by his uncle, aunt and cousins Norton Summit. 

MASON-In loving memory of our dear brother Corporal C. A. R. (Jack) Mason M.M. 
who was killed in action in France on October 3, 1918.   One long year has passed, 
our hearts still sore, As time goes on we miss you more. 

Your loving smile, your dear sweet face, 
There's none can fill our brother's place. 
In our hearts your memory lingers, 
Sweetly tender fond and true There is not a day dear Robe   
That we do not think of you 
-Inserted by his loving brother and sister Clarrv and Irene    
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MASON -In loving memory of our dear son and brother Corporal C. A. R. (Jack) 
Mason M. M.  who was killed in action in France on October 3, 1918 

When the shadows are falling soft and still 
And the heat of the day is done, 
We see through the dusk as parents will   
The face of our dear boy that's gone   And every night as the sun goes west, 
And the toil of the day is done, We long for the boy who loved us, 
And the smile of the lad is gone, May God have pity on us waiting ones, 
There loved one will never return.   
-Inserted by his sorrowing- parents brothers and sisters, "Forest Range. 

MASON -In loving memory of our dear nephew and cousin C. A. R. (Jack) Mason, 
killed in action. October3, 1918.   

His actions speak though his voice is still, 
Forget him? No we never will. 
-Inserted by his loving aunt, Eliza, and cousins  xxv 

Jack’s father, George, signed for a Memorial Scroll and King’s message on 24 September 
1921 and, on 23 January 1923, he signed for receipt of his Victory Medal.  

 

Figure 169  Military Medal, British War Medal and Victory Medal of CAR Mason - front.  Reproduced with 
permission Helen & Robin Mason. 
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Figure 170  Military Medal, British War Medal and Victory Medal of CAR Mason - back.  Reproduced with 
permission Helen & Robin Mason. 

 

Figure 171  Memorial Plaque of CAR Mason.  Reproduced with permission Helen & Robin Mason. 

 

 

Another item was also with Jack’s medals.  A piece of black material with metal attached.  
Review of this item leads us to believe that this is ‘Trench Art’.  When soldiers were not 
fighting time passed slowly.  They were very bored and turned to using the items nearby to 
make artwork.  Many made jewellery to send home to loved ones from shrapnel to hand, such 
as bullet casings.  This ‘Trench Art’ was also a valued bartering item and a strong trade 
existed.  The item below appears to have been fashioned from cartridge casings. 
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Figure 172  From the artefacts of Jack Mason.  Potentially an example of Trench Art made from 
cartridge casings.  Reproduced with permission Helen & Robin Mason. 

 

In 1932, on the fourteenth anniversary of his death, the following notices were posted in the 
Advertiser: 

MASON.—In fond sad loving memory of our dear son and brother. Corporal 
Charles Alfred Robe (Jack) Mason, MM, who was killed in action in France on the 
3rd October, 1918. You live with us in memory still. Not just today, but always will. —
Inserted by his sorrowing mother, brothers, and sister, Uraidla.  

MASON.—In fond memory of our dear brother. Corporal Charles Alfred Robe Mason 
(Jack), M3L. who was killed in action, in France, on the 3rd October. 1918. And with 
the morn his angel face shall smile. Which we have loved long since and 
lost awhile. —Inserted by his loving brother and sister in-law. Laurie and Phyllis.  

MASON.—In fond and loving memory of our dear brother. Corporal Charles 
Alfred Robe (Jack) Mason. MM., who was killed in action In France, on the 3rd 
October. 1918. Whatever else we fall to do. We never fall to think of you. —Inserted 
by his loving sister, brother-in law, and children, Doss and Bob, Summertown. xxvi 

 

Commemorations 

• Adelaide War Memorial, North Terrace, Adelaide 
• British Cemetery, Bellicourt. France  
• Commemorative Area, Australian War Museum, Canberra 
• District Council of Onkaparinga WWI Honour Board 
• Forest Oak Lodge Honour Board  
• Lenswood and Forest Range WWI memorial, Lobethal Road, Forest Range 
• Lenswood & Forest Range WWI Honour Board 

 

Medals received 

• Military Medal #31405 
• British War Medal #18935 
• Victory Medal #18866 
• Memorial Scroll not listed 
• Memorial Plaque #353289 
• 1914-1915 Star #22712xxvii      



 

 

© 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc page | 163    

Notes 

Jack was a grandson of Charles Eglinton and Anna Coon.  The couple had many 
grandchildren and five from this district died in the Great War and are listed in this document.   
Adding further to the relationships web, in 1925 Jack’s brother, Clarence, married the niece of 
Oliver Stanley Pollard, another of our soldiers.  Masons and Pollards were next-door 
neighbours in Forest Range.  The oldest surviving son Clarrie worked the Forest Range 
property until he and Emily purchased Lureland on Swamp Road from Max Vickers.  

 

 

 

                                                        
i Geoffrey Bishop, ‘Stringybarks to orchards : a history of Forest Range and Lenswood.’ Lenswood Cold 
Stores Co-operative Society, Hawthorndene, SA: 1984 p71 
ii 1932 'Real Life Stories Of South Australia.', Chronicle(Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), 1 September, p. 
18, viewed 22 January, 2015, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article90633014 
iii South Australian Genealogy & Heraldry Society - South Australian Births Registrations 1842 - 1906 
[cd-rom].  Registry of Births, South Australian Genealogy & Heraldry Society Inc and Macbeth 
Genealogical Services Pty Ltd, 1998 
iv NAA: B2455, Charles Alfred Robe Mason 
v Universal military training in Australia, 1911–29 – Fact sheet 160, National Archives of Australia 
viewed 6 January 2015 http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/fact-sheets/fs160.aspx    
vi Judi McShane, email to J Shaw, January 2015 
vii NAA: B2455 op cit 
viii ibid 
ix NAA:  Service records 
x Australian War Memorial : 27th Battalion, viewed 5 January 2015 
https://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_11214.asp  
xi Battle of Pozières, Wikipedia [website] viewed 9 January 2015 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Pozi%C3%A8res 
xii NAA: B2455 op cit 
xiii Dunbar Raden, The Secrets of the Anzacs: The untold story of venereal disease in the Australian 
army, 1914-1919, Victoria: Scribe Publishers, 2014 
xiv NAA: B2455 op cit 
xv ibid 
xvi AWM : 27th Battalion. Viewed 17 December 2014, https://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_11214.asp 
xvii NAA: B2455 op cit 
xviii ibid 
xix David Belham and Peter Denham, The Blue Diamonds: The History of 7th Brigade, 1915–2008. 
Puckapunyal, Victoria: Department of Defence, 2009. 
xx AWM: Beaurevoir Line, viewed 17 December 2014, https://www.awm.gov.au/units/event_125.asp 
xxi Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries, 1914-18 War : Infantry.   27th Infantry Battalion.  Item 
number: 23/44/38, viewed 5 January 2015 http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/AWM4/23/44/    
xxii NAA: B2455 op cit 
xxiii NAA: B2455 op cit 
xxiv 1919 'OUR HEROES LATE CORPORAL MASON.', Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924), 4 
March, p. 4, viewed 3 May, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article106541788 
xxv 1919 'Family Notices', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 3 October, p. 6, viewed 3 May, 
2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5631444 
xxvi 1932 'Here's the Way to Revitalise Your Body.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 3 
October, p. 8, viewed 3 May, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article35169916 
xxvii NAA: B2455 



 

 

page | 164 © 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc    

Hugh Rennie McDonald 
SERN 1781 

 

At the age of 29 Hugh Rennie McDonald died.  It was 3 July 1918 and he was killed in action 
in a field in France.  

Hugh was born in Adelaide on the 9 July 1889 to James Mitchell McDonald and Rose Knott.  
James Mitchell McDonald had been born in South Australia in 1853 and his parents were 
William John McDonald and Martha Mitchell.  James McDonald had married Rose Knott on 
14 December 1880 at St Luke's Church, Adelaide.  He was 27 years old when he married.i 

Hugh’s father, James, was a butcher.  He briefly owned a shop in Uraidla in the Adelaide 
Hills.  Hugh's mother was Rose Knott and her family had strong connections with the Basket 
Range district of the Adelaide Hills.  Rose was born in Preston, England in 1863.  She came 
to South Australia with her parents, George and Susannah Knott, and siblings on the 
“Forfarshire” in February 1874.  This would make Rose 11 years when she arrived in the 
Colony.  Her parents were George and Susannah Knott.  Rose's father worked as a 
woodcutter in the Basket Range district.  This occupation was listed on her Rose’s sisters’ 
marriage certificate in 1883.ii 

 

Figure 173  Rose Knott with her younger brother.  
Reproduced with permission Graham Witt. 

 

Figure 174  Rose Knott, mother of Hugh 
McDonald.  Reproduced with permission Graham 
Witt. 

 

Prior to Hugh's birth, James was having financial difficulty with his butchering business and 
was required to attend the Insolvency Court in March, 1885.  
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INSOLVENCY COURT. 

Tuesday, April 14 1885. [Before His Honor Mr. Commissioner Stuart 1 

In re James Mitchell McDonald, of Uraidla, butcher ; adjourned final hearing. Mr. 
Nicholson for insolvent; Mr. Gepp for an opposing creditor. Liabilities, £198 19s. 7d. ; 
assets, valued at £52 7s. 10d.  Deficiency, £146 11s. 9d.  Insolvent opened a 
butcher's shop at Uraidla, in partnership with Duncan Forbes, on July, 1884.  
Insolvent subscribed £43 and Forbes put in £15-£58.  There is not a cash-book.  The 
supposed takings in the business were £731 83. 2d. and the estimated gross profit 
£71 - £129 0s. 2d.  The estimated expenses are— For living, £3 a week ; horse feed, 
£2 5s ; wages, 10s. £5 15s., for thirty -three weeks. Total, £189 15s.  There are 
vouchers for sundry expenses, £15 11s. 8d.  Forbes took away from the business a 
horse value £5.  Losses were made on bad debts £28 14s. 1d., on plant £6 11s. 2d., 
and he paid insolvency coats £30- £275 11s.11d.  Deficiency in estate, £146 11s. 9d.  
Insolvent paid on February 11 Colton & Co. £9 13s.; 21st, J. Biggs, £20 ; and Wilcox, 
£10 8s. 7d.  The hearing was adjourned into Chambers.iii 

Being declared bankrupt however did not prevent James from successfully applying for a 
Slaughtering Licence from the Crafers Council in February 1886.iv  His address is listed as 
Uraidla. 

Hugh was one of 12 children in his family.  James Mitchell McDonald and Rose Knott had the 
following children: 

1. William George (born Adelaide SA, 5 April 1881, died Adelaide SA, 1962) 
2. James Frederick (born Summertown SA, 5 September 1882, died Port Adelaide SA, 

19 December 1955) 
3. Ellen Elizabeth (born Summertown SA, 5 November 1883, died Summertown SA, 6 

June 1934) 
4. Ada May (born Uraidla SA, 19 April 1885, died SA, 8 January 1960, married name 

Adamson) 
5. Hugh Rennie (born SA, 9 July 1889, died France, 3 July 1918) 
6. Percy (born SA, 1893, died SA, 24 May 1894) 
7. Alice Jessie (born Parkside SA, 29 May 1895, died New Zealand, 4 July 1970, 

married name Kendall) 
8. Olive Susannah (born Parkside SA, 29 May 1897, died SA, 17 October 1960, married 

name Hammond) 
9. Henry Mitchell (born Parkside SA, 3 September 1898, died Birkenhead SA, 9 

February 1978) 
10. Janet (born Malvern SA, 11 April 1900, died SA, 1921) 
11. Dorothy Isabel Rose (born SA, 14 October 1902, died SA, 14 October 1902) 
12. Horace Hector (born Unley SA, 21 August 1905, died SA, 4 March 1982) 

 

There is little information available on Hugh prior to his enlistment into the A.I.F.  Hugh's 
name is listed on three separate memorials in the district – Lobethal, Basket Range and 
Forest Range / Lenswood.  What is Hugh's connection with this area? 

At the time of enlistment, Hugh stated that he was a gardener.  Perhaps he was working in 
the Forest Range district?  He appears to have been a member of the Forest Oak Lodge as 
his name appears on that Honour Roll.  His girlfriend was Elsie Coulter and her family were 
landholders/ timber cutters from the Forest Range district.  Hugh also stated on his enlistment 
papers that he served for 2 years with the Lobethal Rifle Club prior to signing up.  He was 
actively competing at the Lobethal Rifle Club in January 1915 and his name appeared in the 
local papers alongside other members of the club, in particular J. Coulter.v  His girlfriend, 
Elsie Coulter also resided in Tweedvale (Lobethal) when she corresponded with the War 
Office during the war.  Did Hugh meet Elsie through her father’s association with him at the 
Rifle Club?  Elsie’s sister, Evelyn Maude, and her family, were extremely fond of Hugh, and to 
this day, have kept his photos and the condolence card Elsie had made in Hugh’s memory. 
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Two of Elsie's first cousins, who also went to war and lost their lives, W.L. East and W.H. East 
were also from Forest Range.  Both were gardeners and both had served in the Lobethal 
Citizen Force/ Cadets.  They listed their religion as Church of England, as did Hugh.vi  Without 
the knowledge of where Hugh lived prior to the war, we can only assume that he may have 
worked in the Forest Range area, and socially had the opportunity to know these men in the 
district through Church, serving in the Lobethal Rifle Club/ Citizen Forces, and though his 
girlfriend, Elsie.  Although we are unable to find concrete evidence of his residence or of 
being part of Forest Range prior to the war, his name is inscribed in the Forest Range War 
Memorial- to be forever remembered by and associated with the Forest Range District.  

 

Figure 175  Hugh Rennie McDonald.  Reproduced with permission Evelyn Hay. 

Hugh enlisted into the Army on the 25th day of August 1915, in Adelaide. 

Age 26 years 1 month 
Height 5 feet 8 1/2 inches 
Weight 134 lbs 
Chest measurement  22-35 1/2 inches 
Complexion Medium 
Eyes Brown 
Hair Dark 
Religious denomination  C of Evii 
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Figure 176  32nd Battalion colour patch, AWM, RELAWM13307.130, viewed 7 February 2015, 
https://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_11219.asp, reproduced with permission AWM. 

 

After initial training Hugh sailed from Adelaide on 11 January 1916 aboard the HMAT Borda.  
He was part of the 2nd Reinforcement / 32nd Bn. 

  

Figure 177   HMAT Borda, Barnes, J. E. photographer.  Date(s) of creation: Oct. 20, 1916. State Library 
Victoria-a17530.  Reproduced with permission State Library Victoria. 

 

Once Hugh’s battalion arrived in Zeitoun, Egypt, Hugh was part of the 8th Training Bn prior to 
being transferred to the 15th Bn on 7 March 1916.  His records show that he was with the 15th 
Bn at Tel-el-Kebir on 8 March, however four days later Hugh left the battalion at Ismailia and 
went to hospital sick.  After a brief perod in the 4th Field Ambulance he was transferred No. 2 
Australian Hospital at Tel-el-Kebir.  Hugh was finally diagnosed with Cerebro Spinal 
Meningitis and was reported as ‘dangerously ill’ in a letter to his mother on 23 March 1916.    
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For up to a month he was seriously ill in hospital and another letter was sent to his mother on 
17 April.  On 21 April 1916 he was pronounced out of danger and by 26 April he was well 
enough to be transferred to the 4th Auxiliary Hospital in Abbassia, Egypt, where he remained 
until 3 June 1916 when he was moved.  He travelled through various Convalescent Depots in 
Alexandria before being invalided to England on the Hospital Ship “Kanowna” on 13 August, 
1916.  He had spent an entire 6 months unwell in Egypt.viii  

 

Figure 178  Abbassia, Cairo, Egypt. June 1915. Interior of a ward at No. 4 Auxiliary Hospital, June 1915.  
Image C03504 viewed 8 February 2015, http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C03504/, [public domain]
  

Hugh arrived in England on 26 August 1916, and was admitted into the 5th Southern General 
Hospital at Portsmouth for convalescence.  After around a month he was well enough to be 
discharged from hospital and on 22 September he reported to the Administrative 
Headquarters.  Hugh spent time in Perham Downs and Weymouth Command Depots before 
proceeding to the Infantry Draft Depot where, in January, 1917, he boarded the boat 
“Princess Clementine” at Folkestone, with reinforcements for the 32nd Bn on the Western 
Front.  On 20 January, Hugh finally marched out and joined the 32nd Bn in the field.ix 

After a period practicing drills they moved to Trones Wood which is located 6 ½ miles east of 
Albert in France.  (There is no Trones Wood.  The name was actually a misspelling and the 
French name (then and now) is Bois de Troncs.)x  The war diaries record the conditions the 
men faced and on 19 February they note that the thaw had commenced and the trenches are 
now in danger of flooding.  The men stayed at Trones Wood until relieved on 24 February 
when they moved back Adelaide Camp.xi    

On 3 March 1917, the 32nd Bn were again on the front line at Trones Wood with a strength of 
38 officers and 751 other ranks.xii  The 32nd Bn War diary describes that on 6 March they 
received heavy shelling all day and that poisonous gas was also sent over via pigeons.  The 
Bn was relieved from the front line that evening.xiii  Unfortunately, Hugh was wounded on this 
day.  He received a severe gunshot wound to the left side of his body.xiv   

He was eventually admitted to the 9th General Hospital in Rouen with his wound, before 
being transported on the ship “H.S. Lanfrane” to England.  On 12 March he was admitted to 
the 1st S.G. Hospital at Birmingham and on 11 April he was then admitted to the 3rd Australian 
Auxiliary Hospital located in Dartford.  Hugh was discharged from hospital on 14 May 1917, 
and was given furlough.  That was a further two months of hospitalisation.  He reported to the 
Training Depot at Perham Downs on 29 May, before proceeding to France via Folkestone 
once again on 3 June.xv 
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On 27 June, Hugh was transferred from the 32nd Bn to the 48th Bn and he marched out on 30 
June 1917.  At the start of July the 48th Bn was at Ploegsteert in Flanders, Belgium and they 
faced heavy shelling for two weeks until they were relieved and went to billets at Doulieu.xvi  
By 6 August they were again at the front line, at a location called Cabin Hill.xvii and five days 
later Hugh was once again wounded in action.  He remained on duty in the field,xviii where the 
conditions were described as ‘….still wet and very difficult to work in...”xix  These wet 
conditions continued during their time in the Belgium field. 

Hugh and his battalion were part of the unsuccessful attempt to seize the Passchendaele 
Ridge from the Germans on October, 12, 1917.  This battle was known for its viciousness in 
fighting, and “took place in the most appalling of waterlogged conditions, which helped render 
the name Passchendaele a synonym for slaughter”.xx  Hugh remained with his battalion in the 
field in locations such as Ypres, Passchendaele Ridge, and Abbeville on the Western Front 
until the end of March 1918, when he was granted leave to the United Kingdom.xxi 

After a brief break Hugh re-joined the 48th Bn on 13 April and was appointed Lance-Corporal 
on 5 May 1918. In July the Bn was fighting at Sailly-le-sec in the Picardy region of France.  
On 3 July 1918 Lance Corporal Hugh Rennie McDonald was killed in action.xxii   The 
battalion‘s war diary entry for the day stated that enemy sniper fire was active, and resulted in 
3 casualties.  It also stated that 2 OR’s (other ranks) were killed on this day.xxiii   From this 
diary entry, we can assume that Hugh was killed by sniper fire. 

Hugh was buried at the Vaux-sur-Somme Communal Cemetery Extension which was situated 
one and three quarters of a mile from Corbie, France.  Later, his body was exhumed and re-
interred to Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery in April 1920.xxiv 

 

Figure 179  Figure 180  Google Map Data ©2015 viewed 5 Jan 2015 
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Hugh Rennie McDonald is buried at the Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetary, Plot XIII, Row 
F, Grave No. 2, Fouilloy, France.  

 

Figure 181  Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery.  Reproduced with permission The War Graves 
Photographic Project. 

 

Figure 182  Gravestone of Hugh McDonald.  Reproduced with permission The War Graves Photographic 
Project. 
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Hugh’s mother received his personal effects comprising a wallet, belt, cards, photos, YMCA 
wallet, coin, notebook and badges in August 1918.  In another package in January 1919 she 
received a religious medal in a tin box and 4 cards.xxv   

Rose, Hugh’s mother, frequently received reports on Hugh’s serious illness and injuries.   

Another person to correspond and receive information from the War Office was Elsie M. 
Coulter of Tweedvale (Lobethal).  In September 1917 Elsie requested any information on ‘her 
young man’.  She stated in this letter that Hugh’s mother would not inform her about Hugh’s 
condition.xxvi   Obviously Rose McDonald did not approve of Hugh’s relationship with Elsie.  

 

Figure 183  Letter from Elsie Coulter regarding 
wounding of Hugh McDonald.  NAA:B2455 Hugh 
Rennie McDonald. p63.  Reproduced with permission 
Jenny Sampson. 

 

Figure 184 Letter from Elsie Coulter regarding 
wounding of Hugh McDonald.  NAA:B2455 Hugh 
Rennie McDonald. p64.  Reproduced with permission 
Jenny Sampson. 

 

The Base Records Department replies promptly stating only that he was wounded (2nd 
occasion) and it was not serious.  Elsie’s next letter was quite formal, and was sent a month 
after Hugh’s death.  She requested his death certificate and information about his will and 
personal effects.  She stated that she had been drawing his money for him and asked where 
his deferred pay was going.  Base Records promptly responded by sending his death 
certificate.  In December 1918, Base Records sent another letter to Elsie stating that no 
personal effects had come to hand but in light that if they do, they would be forwarded to 
Hugh’s mother, Rose. 

Hugh’s war medals, scroll and plaque were sent to his mother. 
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Figure 185  Letter from Elsie Coulter regarding personal effects of Hugh McDonald.  NAA:B2455 Hugh 
Rennie McDonald. p50. Reproduced with permission Jenny Sampson. 
 

In November 1921, the War Base Records Office inquired into the next of kin in relation to 
allocating the war medals.  Further to this, they requested the South Australian Police to 
investigate the next of kin for Hugh and to determine if he was a single man.  The report 
confirmed that Hugh was single, and that his mother, Rose Farquhar, was his next of kin.  
This report also mentioned that Hugh’s father had passed away in the last 12 months and 
Rose McDonald had remarried.xxvii  

In the wake of Hugh’s death, Elsie Coulter placed a notice in the local paper, and sent out 
cards in memory of Hugh.  In 1919, Elsie married Robert Walker.  

McDonald- Killed in action in France, July 3rd, 1918 
Lance-Corporal H.R. McDonald, 48th Battalion, late 32nd Battalion, aged 29 years 

He left his home, his native land, 
To help Australia's gallant band. 
His heart was brave, he knew no fear, 
And Freedom's cause to him was dear. 
The soul of his country swells with pride, 
With the deeds he did, and death he died, 
His manly form rests in a foreign grave, 
But his name will live with Australia's brave, 
Great is our sorrow, but God knows best, 
He has taken our loved one home to rest. 

Inserted by his loving sweetheart, 
E Coulter, Tweedvalexxviii     
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Elsie created the following card commemorating Hugh McDonald. 

 

Figure 186  Condolence Card (front) printed by 
Hugh’s girlfriend, Elsie Coulter.  Reproduced with 
permission Evelyn Hay. 

 

Figure 187  Condolence Card (back) printed by Hugh’s 
girlfriend, Elsie Coulter.  Reproduced with permission Evelyn 
Hay. 

 

Figure 188  Condolence Card (inside) printed by Hugh’s girlfriend, Elsie Coulter.  Reproduced with 
permission Evelyn Hay. 
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Commemorations 

• Adelaide War Memorial, North Terrace, Adelaide 
• Basket Range World War I memorial, Lobethal Road, Basket Range 
• Commemorative Area, Australian War Museum, Canberra 
• District Council of Onkaparinga WWI Honour Board  
• Forest Oak Lodge Honour Board 
• Lenswood and Forest Range WWI memorial, Lobethal Road, Forest Range 
• Lenswood & Forest Range WWI Honour Board 
• Lobethal World War I Memorial, Main street, Lobethal 
• Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery, France 

 

Medals received 

• British War Medal #31925 
• Victory Medal #31702 
• Memorial Scroll #347602 
• Memorial Plaque #347602 

 

Notes 

As the author of the section on Hugh Rennie McDonald, I am fortunate to have a small 
connection to him.  

When I was a child, I loved to sit with my grandma and look at old family photos.  There were 
a lot of unnamed WWI soldier photos, one being Hugh Rennie McDonald-unknown to us at 
this time.  Grandma always spoke fondly about her Aunt Elsie and how she lost her young 
man in the war.  Her mother was also very fond of Hugh.  

A couple of years ago, my grandmother gave me a whole heap of photos to look after.  Whilst 
looking through the photos, I found a condolence card.  Inside this card was a photo of Hugh 
and his military details.  It was from this photo in the card that I matched it to the one of the 
unnamed soldier photos in our collection as Hugh Rennie McDonald.  About 6 months later, I 
was looking at the East Torrens Historical Society Display where they had a large photo of an 
unnamed Soldier on display asking if you know the identity of this soldier.  It was the identical 
photo of Hugh Rennie McDonald.  Their mystery soldier’s identity was solved. 

Thankfully, my great grandmother, Evelyn Maude Coulter, kept this little card for future 
generations to remember Hugh Rennie McDonald. 

Evelyn Hay 
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Albert Henry Norton 
SERN 5742 

 

Bert Henry Norton died from bronchitis and asthma on the 11 December 1916 in the No 1 
General Hospital in Etretat, France.  He was 39 years old when he died.i 

Albert Henry Norton was born at Norton Summit on 13 May 1877.  His birth was registered as 
Magill.  His father was Charles Henry Norton and his mother was Jane Davis of Cherryville. ii 
Jane Davis was a sister to Margaret Davis, mother of Arthur John Thomas Biggs. 

Bert’s great grandfather, Robert Norton, was born in Norfolk 
and his wife Mary Marsh was born in Suffolk.iii    Robert and 
Mary were passengers on the Coromandel which arrived in 
Adelaide on 12 January 1837.   Robert was listed as a 
gardener on the ship’s manifest.iv   

Robert was a founder of Norton Summit, originally called 
Norton’s Summit.v  Robert and William Sutton were pioneers 
of that part of the hills or Tiers, as it was then known. In fact for 
some time the area was called Sutton Summit . Robert is 
credited with being the first man to drive a bullock cart up the 
inaccessible hills.vi  

Robert and Mary had seven children; Mary Ann Louisa, John, 
William Robert, James Hack, Louisa, Robert and Elizabeth.  
On 6 June 1852 Mary Ann Louisa gave birth to Charles Henry 
Norton.  She later married William Cock and had 9 other 
children.  vii 

 

 

Figure 189 Robert Norton, 
grandfather of Bert.  
Reproduced with permission 
Eva Hannam. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 190  Bert’s parents, 
Charles and Jane Norton.  
Reproduced with permission 
Eva Hannam. 
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Charles Henry Norton and Jane Davis had the following children: 

1. Albert (Bert) Henry (born Norton Summit, SA, 13 May1877 died Flanders, Belgium11 
December 1916) 

2. Hurtle Ernest (born SA, 28 November1878 died Lobethal, SA, 5 December 1931) 
3. Sydney William (born SA, 6 March 1880 died Adelaide, SA ,15 February1949) 
4. Nellie Sarah (born SA, 4 October 1882 died 5 May1964) 
5. Frederick James (born SA, 29 March 1885 died 8 October 1930) 
6. Ethel Jane Davis (born SA, 4 June 1888 died  25 November 1964) 
7. David Wilford Charles (born SA, 24 June 1890 died Adelaide, SA, 5 March 1941) 
8. Cadelia Cameron Marsh (born SA, 6 April 1896 died 19 November 1973, married 

name Reu) 
9. Oliver Coll (Born SA, 20 July 1899 died Forest Range, SA, 6 September 1966) 

Charles Norton and his wife Jane lived in the 
Forest Range region by the mid 1850s. viii  It 
is possible that Charles was clearing land at 
first, before he leased section 83 at Forest 
Range. When they first settled Jane planted 
a holly tree on the site which remains to this 
day.ix  They built a home close to Lobethal 
Road which can be seen in these images at 
right and below. 

In September 1896, Charles Henry leased 
section 84 from John Biggs, father of Arthur 
Biggs and brother-in-law to his wife, Jane.  
Charles held the lease for seven years and 
that land was occupied by his son Bert. x 

 

Figure 191  Photo of the back of the original 
Norton Home taken from Mawson Road looking 
towards Lobethal Road.  Reproduced with 
permission Robert Norton. 

 

Figure 192  Enlarged section showing of the back of the original Norton Home taken from Mawson Road 
looking towards Loberthal Road.  Reproduced with permission Robert Norton. 
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The Norton family retained the land (or part of it) during the past 125 years. The last owner 
was Charles and Jane’s great grandson, Robert Norton. The land was sold out of the family 
on 4 July 2014. 

 

Figure 193  Guide to original section numbers from Bishop, GC (1984) p12, Stringybarks to orchards. 

 

Stan Barrand wrote to The Chronicle in 1932 recounting the story of gold discovery in this 
region.   Charles Norton is credited with being one of the men who discovered the gold in the 
early 1850s. 

Four pioneers, Messrs, Jack Biggs, James East, James Mason, and Charles Norton, 
were bringing a heavy load of laths to Adelaide when the wheels of the bullock 
waggon brokeoff a piece of quartz from an outcrop.  Jack Biggs, casually picking up 
the stone, was astonished to see tell-tale flecks of coarse gold studded everywhere in 
it. Needless to state that load of laths never reached the city.xi 

  

Norton 
home  
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Bert was born at Norton Summit, South Australia in May, 1877.  He attended Forest School in 
Forest Range.  He was involved in community sport and at the AGM of the Forest Range 
Cricket Club on 22 July1899 he was elected to the position of secretary.xii  We also find him 
as secretary of the Forest Range Football Club in 1908.  Oliver Pollardwas treasurer. xiii   A 
report in The Register of 3 November 1914 details that he donated the ‘best all round player 
medal for the Forest Range Football Club.  The medal was won by L Green. xivHis sporting 
prowess is also recorded at a ‘continental’ held on the Central Recreation Ground in March 
1908 where he won a sack race.xv   

Bert was over 38 when he enlisted with the Australian Imperial Forces.  When he enlisted on 
29 November 1915 he was working as a horse driver at the time.  His enlistment papers 
record that he had previously been rejected for service as unfit, based on his teeth. xvi  

Age 38 years 6 months 
Height 5 feet 3 1/4 inches 
Weight 136 lbs 
Chest measurement  33-35 inches 
Complexion Fair 
Eyes Blue 
Hair Brown 
Religious denomination  Presbynxvii 

 

Figure 194  Bert Norton in uniform.  Reproduced with permission Eva Hannam. 
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Figure 195  27th Battalion colour patch, AWM, RELAWM13307.087, viewed 10 February 2015, 
https://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_11214.asp, reproduced with permission AWM. 

Bert was farewelled along with eight other young men and received farewell gifts of a watch, 
knitted socks and a ‘housewife’ (sewing kit). 

FOREST RANGE, February 5 1916.- The local committee tendered a farewell social 
to nine more recruits from here on Friday night. There was a large attendance. The 
recruits are Messrs, W H East, H East, A East, Ernest Edwards, Fred Edwards, M 
Frost, W F Peterson, B H Norton and Albert Bishop.xviii   

Bert enrolled in the 10th Bn, 18th Reinforcement.  This unit embarked from Melbourne on 
board HMAT A37 BARAMBAH on 27 June 1916.xix   

The image below shows his battalion leaving for Plymouth, although we cannot claim that 
Bert is shown in this image.   

 

Figure 196  Unidentified soldiers of the 18th Reinforcements, 10th Battalion, prior to boarding HMAT 
Barambah (A37) (previously the Hobart).  AWM, (by Josiah Barnes, 27 June 1916), viewed 23 January 
2015 http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/PB0227 [public domain] 
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After a brief training in England the 10th Bn headed to France in September 1916.  Bert joined 
his battalion in the field on 2 October. It is unclear if Bert ever saw battle joining just after the 
Battle of Pozières.  The 10th Bn war diaries for November 1916 record them preparing, but 
not fighting, during his brief period with them.  They had orders to relieve the 2nd New Zealand 
at Armentières,xx but on the date that this movement was to commence Bert was admitted to 
hospital.  This was on 27 November 1916, just six weeks after he joined his troops.   

By December he was transferred, first 
to Amiens and then to Etreat, which 
was a major hospital during the First 
World War.  Bert’s parents were 
advised on 8 December that Bert was 
“seriously ill”. 

On 11 December 1916 Private Bert 
Henry Norton died in Etretat hospital.  
The cause of death was listed as 
asthma and bronchitis. xxi  

Bert’s mother received his personal 
items, comprising 2 testaments, a 
note book, comb, strop, purse, coin, 
badges, housewife, metal watch and 
strap while his father received his 
medals, memorial plaque and 
scroll.xxii  

 

Figure 197  NAA: B2455, Bert Henry Norton, p32.  
Reproduced with permission NAA. 

 

 

Figure 198  Google Map Data ©2015 viewed 5 Jan 2015 
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Bert’s place of burial is at the Etretat Churchyard (Plot II, Row A, Grave No. 3A), France. 

 

Figure 199  Etreat Churchyard, France reproduced with permission The War Graves Photographic 
Project. 

 

Figure 200  Gravestone of Bert Norton reproduced with permission The War Graves Photographic 
Project. 
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The following article appeared in the Advertiser in January 2017. 

THE LATE PRIVATE NORTON.   

Mr. and Mrs. C. H Norton, of Forest 

Range, have been informed that their eldest son, Private Bert Norton, died of illness 
in France on December 13. He enlisted in December, 1915, and sailed for the front in 
June, 1916. He had made a previous attempt to enlist, but was rejected as unfit. 
Private Norton was born at Forest Range, and was educated in the local public 
school. He was of a very genial disposition, and was loved and respected by all who 
knew him. He always took an interest in sport. He was in his 40th year.xxiii   

 

Commemorations 

• Adelaide War Memorial, North Terrace, Adelaide 
• Commemorative Area, Australian War Museum, Canberra 
• District Council of Onkaparinga WWI Honour Board 
• Etretat Churchyard , France 
• Lenswood and Forest Range WWI memorial, Lobethal Road, Forest Range 
• Lenswood & Forest Range WWI Honour Board 

 

Medals received 

• British War Medal #42303 
• Victory Medal #41852 
• Memorial Scroll #301248 
• Memorial Plaque #301248 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
i NAA: B2445, Bert Henry Norton 
ii Eva Hannam (nee Norton) interview with M Fry, January 2015 
iii Ancestry.com, Cradock/Norton family tree, viewed 22 January 2015 
iv Pioneers and settlers bound for South Australia : Coromandel 1837, viewed 22 January 2015 
http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/fh/passengerlists/1837Coromandel.htm 
v 1937 'STORY OF NORTON'S SUMMIT.', Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), 3 June, p. 47, 
viewed 22 January, 2015, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article92485532   
vi ibid 
vii Eva Hannam, op cit 
viii 1932 'Real Life Stories Of South Australia.', Chronicle(Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), 1 September, p. 
18, viewed 22 January, 2015, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article90633014 
ix Robert Norton interview with P Stafford, July 2014 
x Geoffrey Bishop, ‘Stringybarks to orchards : a history of Forest Range and Lenswood.’ Lenswood Cold 
Stores Co-operative Society, Hawthorndene, SA: 1984, p68 
xi  1932 'Real Life Stories Of South Australia.', Chronicle(Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), 1 September, p. 
18, viewed 22 January, 2015, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article90633014 
xii 1899 'CRICKET.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 19 August, p. 10, viewed 22 January, 
2015, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article73220664 
xiii 1908 'THE COUNTRY.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 25 March, p. 9, viewed 22 
January, 2015, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5130141 
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xiv 1914 'BUSY HAMLEY BRIDGE.', The Register (Adelaide, SA : 1901 - 1929), 3 November, p. 7, 
viewed 22 January, 2015, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article59929346 
xv 1908 'THE COUNTRY.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 18 March, p. 11, viewed 22 
January, 2015, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5129297 
xvi NAA: B2455 op cit 
xvii ibid 
xviii 1916 'HONORING SOLDIERS.', Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), 12 February, p. 40, viewed 
22 January, 2015, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article87238769 
xix NAA: B2455 op cit 
xx AWM4 23/10 War Diaries viewed 23 January 2015 http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/AWM4/23/10/   
xxi NAA: B2455 op cit 
xxii ibid 
xxiii 1917 'THE WAR.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 2 January, p. 8, viewed 22 January, 
2015, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5549445 
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Will iam Charles Norton 
SERN 2963 

 

William Charles Norton left the quiet farming life at Jerry’s Flat to fight and die on Anzac Day 
1918 on the battle fields of France at the age of 21 of the district.  His father was Samuel 
Gascoyne Norton who was a son of one of the pioneer families.  Samuel’s father was William 
Norton, who along with his wife, Ann Payne, and a young son emigrated to South Australia 
from Northamptonshire in 1848.  By July that year they were working in the ‘New Forest’ and 
by 1847 they were leasing section 69 from the Calderwoods at Stony Creek.  They later 
purchased 50 acres at West Neudorf (between Lenswood and Lobethal).  Samuel was their 
youngest son.  He worked for the Green family and purchased a 3.5 acre block on the corner 
of Tiers and Lobethal Road where he lived with his wife, Sarah Ann Stafford and children.  
Sarah was a daughter of William and Caroline Stafford.i  William, along with his brother 
Charles, had been transported to Fremantle before settling in South Australia and marrying 
Caroline Leuders.ii 

Samuel Gascoyne Norton and Sarah Ann Stafford had the following children:   

1. William Charles (born Forest Range, SA, 29 November 1896, died near Villers-
Bretonneux, France 25 April 1918) 

2. Samuel Walter (born Forest Range, SA, 3 August 1898) 
3. Clarence John (born Forest Range, SA, 20 September 1899, died Renmark, SA) 
4. Nelson Hope (born Forest Range, SA, 5 May 1901, died Adelaide, SA, 12 March 

1987) 
5. Pearl Eileen (born Forest Range, SA, 20 January 1903) 
6. Annie (born Forest Range, SA, 29 July 1904) 
7. Sarah (born Forest Range, SA, 11 August 1905, married name Alexander) 
8. Myrtle Linda (born Forest Range, SA, 1 June 1907, died 1972, married name Harvey) 
9. Stephen Norman (born Forest Range, SA, 23 May 1909) 
10. Hartley Graham (died Hanover, Germany 3 October 1943)  
11. Clement Gascoyne (born Forest Range, SA, 10 November 1910, died 1982) 

 

They lived at “Hillside” at Jerry’s Flat in the Forest Range region (now known as Lenswood) 
on the SW corner on Tiers and Lobethal Roads. 

 

Figure 201  Hillside (demolished), corner Tiers and Lobethal Roads, Lenswood.  Reproduced with 
permission Peter Stafford 
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Figure 202  Guide to original section numbers from Bishop, GC (1984) p12, Stringybarks to orchards. 

 

With so many children in one small cottage some of the boys slept in bunks on the veranda.  
The eldest four boys sleeping quarters were a small separate building about thirty metres up 
the hill behind the house.iii   It is often joked that the Norton family had enough children for 
their own cricket team.  In fact playing cricket was a regular activity.  A yard next to the house 
was surrounded with post and rail fencing and cricket was played in this yard known as the 
“panels.”iv   The Norton children attended Forest School and it is most likely that they played 
organised sport in the district.  A W. Norton is listed as a bowler for the Forest Range Central 
Cricket Club in 1912.  This club played at the Central Recreation Ground where the World 
War One memorial now stands. v   The Central Recreation Ground was the site of the 
Methodist Church picnic in 1907.  William joined with others to compete in games at the many 
social events held in the district.  In 1907 we note that, along with A Green, he won the three-
legged race.vi   

On 25 May 1916, aged 19, William (known as Willie to his friends) enlisted in the 50th Bn AIF.  
At the time he listed his occupation at a labourer.  His physical description detailed in his 
enlistment papers was:vii 

  

Norton home  
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Age 19 years 6 months 
Height 5 feet 6 3/4 inches 
Weight 143 lbs 
Chest measurement  34-36 1/2 inches 
Complexion Fresh 
Eyes Blue 
Hair Fair 
Religious denomination  Methviii 

 

Figure 203  William Norton.  Reproduced with permission Roger Norton 
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Figure 204  50th Battalion Colour Patch, AWM, RELAWM13307.116, viewed 4 February 2015 
https://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_11237.asp, reproduced with permission AWM. 

 

 

William sailed from Adelaide on the Afric on 7 
November 1916.  Unfortunately, he fell ill while at sea 
and was in the ship’s hospital for two weeks before 
being discharged to disembarkation at Plymouth and 
marching to Codford for training.  Codford, in 
Wiltshire, was a training and transfer camp for 
soldiers from Australia and New Zealand and there 
were 15 training camps around Codford. ix 

Many contagious illnesses passed around these 
camps and in December 1916 William contracted the 
mumps.  x 

 

 

 

 

 

Codford training camp is shown in the postcard 
included below: 

 

Figure 205  Portrait of 2963 Lance 
Corporal (L Cpl) William Charles Norton, 
50th Battalion.  AWM, P09291.374, 7 
March 1918. Viewed 13 January 2015, 
http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/P092
91.374/, [public domain] 
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Figure 206  A group of unidentified soldiers playing 'two-up'- Codford Camp, Salisbury, 
Wiltshire. AWM, C01276, viewed 18 January 2015, https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C01276/ 

 

While in training William contracted VD (as did many soldiers) and on 11 February 1917 he 
was admitted to hospital where he initially spent 33 days.  During his hospitalisation he spent 
time at Bulford Hospital, the same specialist hospital as Jack Mason, who was also there at 
the same time.  The hospital was large and busy but it is likely that the two crossed paths.  
After a brief relapse William went into convalescence at Parkhouse and after a total of 58 
days he was declared fit and finally went overseas in June and re-joining the 7th 
reinforcements of the 50th Bn on 20 July 1917.xi   

In the war diary of the 50th Bn, dated 23-31 July, Lt Col AG Salisbury notes “Recent drafts 
have bought Bn up to strength of 22 officers 739 O.R.D. actually with unit.” xii  The battalion at 
this time was training and not involved directly in fighting.  Just a month later, on 14 August 
1917, William was appointed Lance Corporal.xiii   He would have fought with his battalion in 
the battle at Polygon Wood, near Ypres in Belgium.   This was an important battle  and 
involved a large number of Australians.  “Anzac Corps had 205 heavy artillery pieces, one 
gun for every 9 metres (9.8 yd) of front and many field artillery brigades with 18-pdr guns 
and 4.5-inch howitzers, which with the guns of the other attacking corps were moved forward 
2,000 yards (1,800 m) from 20–24 September.” xiv  

On 24 & 25 September the battalion moved to Westhoek Ridge, near Passchendaele, in 
preparation for attack, which commenced on 26 September at 5.50, am.  They fought for two 
days before being relieved by the 45th Bn after which they moved to road repair work.xv  They 
continued to move between active fighting and background support for some time.  The 4th 
Division (of which the 50th Bn was part) suffered 1717 casualties but captured all of its 
objectives.  After a brief period the 50th Bn was involved in the attack of Passchendaele, 
attacking at dawn on 12 October 1917.  By November the heavily depleted Australian and 
New Zealand troops were withdrawn from this arena and the Canadian troops took over.xvi 
The battalion then spent some time recovering and retraining. 

In March 1918 the 13th Brigade of the Australian 4th Division (which included the 50th Bn) 
rushed to secure ground at Albert, where, after a mistaken British withdrawal, the Germans 
had recaptured Pozières, Theipval, Mouquet Farm and Albert.  This is in the region near 
Villers-Bretonneux.  At the end of April the Germans broke through the lines.  William’s 
brigade was completing a pincher movement from the south, from just north of the Somme 
River, while the 15th Brigade came in from the north.  This attack was successful and by 27 
April Australian soldiers held the town of Villers-Bretonneux.  It was never lost again. xvii  
However, it was in this attack that William was killed on 25 April 1918.    
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Figure 207  William Norton.  Reproduced with permission Gordon Schultz. 

 

The following extract from the summary of operation for the day gives an impression of that 
day’s fighting: 

It was known that the 15th Aust Inf Bde were trying to work down on the North East of 
Villers-Bretonneux, and our troops dug in & held on.  About 1 am Lieut J Hill was sent 
from Bn HQrs to ascertain the situation forward.  He reached the Support Line held 
by the Brtn, but when half through his task was wounded in the face by hostile shell 
fire.  He however completed his reconnaissance and brought the information back to 
BnHQrs.   Enemy still held railway in Villers-Bretonneux …. With daylight hostile 
shelling became more active but not heavy.  Hostile Machine Guns and snipers were 
very active against front and support lines.  The morning was misty.  The situation 
became more quiet about 8 am but there appeared to be some patrol encounters 
about the Eastern edge of Aquenne Wood.  At 10 am a Sergeant of 54th MG Coy 
attached Bedford Regt. reported a gap of 100 yards on right of Bedford Regt.  …It 
was very difficult to get a runner to the forward position without him being hit.  It was 
therefore suggested that the gap should be filled after dark.  In view of the causalities 
suffered by 50th Bn in the advance on the night 24/25 April 2 Coys of 49th Bn were 
attached to 50th Bn to help hold the line from Railway Crossing.xviii 
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William Norton was one of these casualties.  Private William Charles Norton died 25 April 
1918 – near Villers-Bretonneux.  He was buried 500 yards south of Villers-Bretonneux.xix  
However his grave can not be located now. 

 

Figure 208  Google Map Data ©2015 viewed 5 Jan 2015 

 

A simple death notice appeared in The Chronicle: 

NORTON – Killed in action in France, April 25, No. 2963, Lance-Corporal William 
Charles Norton, aged 21 years 5 months, eldest beloved son of S.G. and S.A. 
Norton, Forest Range.xx 

 

After his death his medals were sent to his father. 
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Figure 209  NAA: B2455, William Charles Norton, p17.  Reproduced with permission Roger Norton. 

 

William’s mother received his affects, comprising a YMCA wallet and photo in June 1918.  
Another package was damaged in transit in January 1919 and arrived with only an empty 
broken handkerchief box, however the inventory of the package showed that this was the only 
contents. This was very disappointing to the family who wrote to query the contents. xxi  

William is commemorated at the Villers-Brettoneux memorial (first column below):

 

Figure 210  Villers-Brettoneux – Norton, column one.  Reproduced with permission The War Graves 
Photographic Project. 
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Figure 211  Villers-Brettoneux.  Reproduced with permission The War Graves Photographic Project. 

 
Figure 212  Commemorative Scroll of William Charles Norton.  Reproduced with permission Roger 
Norton. 

  



 

 

page | 194 © 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc    

The family added the names of William and his brother, Hartley Graham, who was killed in 
WW2, to the gravestone of their parents, Samuel and Sarah.  This stone is in the Lobethal 
Cemetery. 

 

Figure 213  Gravestone of Williams parents, acknowledging the loss of two sons in two wars.  
Reproduced with permission Gravestone Photographic Resource.   

   

Hartley is also commemorated on the Lenswood and Forest Range WW2 memorial at the 
Ford, Lobethal Road. 

 

Commemorations 

• Adelaide War Memorial, North Terrace, Adelaide 
• Commemorative Area, Australian War Museum, Canberra 
• District Council of Onkaparinga WWI Honour Board 
• Lenswood and Forest Range WWI memorial, Lobethal Road, Forest Range 
• Villers-Brettoneux, France 

 
Medals received 

• British War Medal #52319 
• Victory Medal #51598 
• Memorial Scroll #345101 
• Memorial Plaque #345101 

 

Note    

Another of William’s brothers, Clement, purchased the Brockhoff family land, The Pines, 
where Geof Brockhoff, another of our 15 men, grew up.  Clem had worked for the Brockhoff 
family for many years. 
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Charles Edward Plummer 
SERN 755 

 

When Charles Edward Plummer died on 7 August 1915 in 
battle at Quinn’s Post, Gallipoli he was 28 years of age.i  
Charles was born at Woodside on 16 June 1887.  His father 
was Charles Plummer Snr and his mother was Elizabeth 
Thompson.  Charles Snr was the son of Edward Plummer.  
Edward, grandfather to Charles Edward, was born about 24 
August 1806 in Langham, Suffolk, England.ii  Edward was 
one of 216 convicts who were transported to Van Diemens 
Land (now Tasmania) on the Stakesby in May 1833. He was 
sentenced to seven years after being convicted in the Suffolk 
Quarter Session for larceny. iii   He was granted his ticket of 
leave in 1840iv and he then travelled from Hobart to Adelaide 
on the schooner Industry arriving in Port Adelaide on the 4 
April 1840.v   

Edward was listed on the January 1841 census as residing at 
Government Farm Tiers (Belair).vi   He married Emma 
Hancock on the 14 June 1854 in the Holy Trinity Church, 
North Terrace in Adelaide.  Emma and Edward had 9 
children, William Edward, Isabel, Henry (Harry), Charles, 
Thomas, George, Anna Elizabeth, Helen and David. vii 

 

Figure 214  Edward Plummer – 
grandfather of Charles Edward 
Plummer, South Australian 
pioneers 1840 [mosaic]   [B 
47456] Photograph – State 
Library of SA 

They moved to Woodside/Inverbrackie area between 1854 
and 1856.  They then settled a property on Tiers Road 
between Forest Range and Woodside, where they lived near 
the Thompson family.  Three brothers, Henry, Charles and 
Thomas all married Thompson sisters Mary-Ann, Elizabeth 
and Rosetta respectively. 

Charles Plummer Snr married Elizabeth Thompson on the 25 
September 1877 at the St James Church, Blakiston, South 
Australia.   

 

 

 

They had ten 10 children: 

 

Figure 215  Elizabeth Plummer 
(nee Thompson).  Reproduced 
with permission Alison Plummer. 

1. Thomas (born Oakbank SA, 15 January 1878, died 1956) 
2. John (born SA, 16 August 1880, died Broken Hill, NSW 1906) 
3. William (born Oakbank SA, 17 December 1882, died 1962) 
4. George Henry (born Woodside SA, 23 February 1885, died 1962) 
5. Charles Edward (born Woodside SA, 16 June 1887, died Gallipoli, Turkey, 7 August 

1915) 
6. Emily (born Woodside SA, 14 October 1889, died 1960, married name Millar) 
7. Sarah (born Woodside SA, 14 April 1892, died Forest Range SA, 10 May 1972, 

married name Schultz) 
8. Horace (born Woodside SA, 12 October 1894, died 27 March 1981) 
9. Henry (Dick) (born Forest Range SA, 23 July 1897, died 1965)  
10. Ettie (born Forest Range SA, 31 December 1899, died Adelaide SA, 10 June 1955, 

married name Wallman)  
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Figure 216  Thomas Plummer 
(1878 - 1956)  Reproduced with 
permission Jenny Neyman 

 

Figure 217  William Plummer 
(1882 - 1962)  Reproduced with 
permission Alison Plummer 

 

Figure 218  George Plummer 
(1885 - 1962)  Reproduced with 
permission Joy Chapion 

 

Figure 219  Charles Edward 
Plummer (1887 - 1915)   

 

Figure 220  Emily Plummer 
(1889 - 1960)  Reproduced with 
permission Barbara Marshall 

 

Figure 221  Sarah Plummer 
(1892 - 1972)  Reproduced with 
permission Pam von Creytz 

 

Figure 222  Horace Plummer 
(1894 - 1981)  Reproduced with 
permission Barbara Marshall 

 

Figure 223  Henry (Dick) 
Plummer (1897 - 1965)  
Reproduced with permission 
Alison Plummer 

 

Figure 224  Ettie Plummer (1899 
- 1955)  Reproduced with 
permission Graham Wallman 

 
John (1880 - 1906) died in Broken Hill at the age of 23 years and there are no known photos 
of him.  



 

 

page | 198 © 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc    

In 1887 Charles purchased a section of property near Kumnick Road from JE Gard and 
worked it for ten years when, in 1897 when they then moved to a rental property on part of 
the Givendale Estate on Swamp Road.  In1909 Charles Snr leased and later purchased one 
of the ‘closer settlement’ blocks at Forest Range.  This was section 310 on Plummer’s Road, 
Forest Range and it was the beginning of the family business Border Valley Orchards run by 
Horace Plummer and his son’s Stan and Bruce and now worked by some of Charles’ 
grandsons.viii 

 

Figure 225  Guide to original section numbers from Bishop, GC (1984) p12, Stringybarks to orchards. 

 

Charles Edward Plummer lived a colorful life before he enlisted in the Army on the 12 
December 1914 in Queensland.ix  When he was 18 years of age he was arrested and tried on 
25 July 1905 at Murray Bridge for the unlawful possession of goods and received a 2 month 
goal term at the Adelaide Gaol.  

 

Apprehensions during the Week 
Charles Edward Plummer, by M.C. Marth (T.B), for unlawful  
possession of property subsequently claimed by Carl Fredrich Wiilhelm Kleeman, at 
Murray Bridge; 2 months.x 

  

Plummer property – 
section was broken for 

closer settlement  



 

 

© 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc page | 199    

A description obtained from the Police Gazette was as follows:  

A laborer aged 18 years, height 5ft 5in, dark-brown hair, brown eyes, dark 
complexion, medium build, small prominent ears, scar below the right knee, mole in 
front of right ear, scar top of head.xi 

Charles was discharged on September 1905.   

Description of Prisoners to be Discharged from H.M. Gaols Charles Edward 
Plummer, a labourer South Australian, age 18 years, height 5ft. 5in., dart-brown hair, 
brown eyes, dark complexion, medium build, small prominent ears, scar below the 
right knee, mole in front of right ear, scar top of head, tried at Murray Bridge on July 
25th, 1905, for unlawful possession; two months.xii 

However, four years later in April 1909 Charles was again arrested for stealing a grey mare 
from his father and selling it in Adelaide.  Newspaper reports of the event follow: 

ALLEGED HORSE-STEALING.  At the Adelaide Police Court on Friday morning 
Charles Edward Plummer, a young man, was charged, on the information of Charles 
Plummer, with having stolen a horse, valued at £10, at Forest Range on April 13. 
Inspector Priest asked for a remand until Monday, in order to secure the attendance 
of witnesses. The application was granted.xiii 

 
STEALING A HORSE. 
A DISHONEST SON. 
The hearing of the charge of horse-stealing preferred against Charles Edward 
Plummer by his father, Charles Plummer, gardener, of Forest Range, was concluded 
at the Adelaide Police Court on Monday morning, before Messrs. J. Gordon, S.M., 
and J. Prout. The informant said the grey mare in the police station yard was his 
property. He went to the Oakbank races, and missed her next morning. Two days 
later he saw her by the waterworks being worked in a trolly. He valued the animal at 
£40. The accused was his son, and had been working for Mrs. Bungey, 2 1/2 miles 
from the witness's residence. The accused slept at home on the Saturday night. 
William Lewis, chaff merchant, of Campbelltown said that on April 13 he saw the 
accused leading a horse near the Payneham tram sheds. He was told by the accused 
that he was taking the animal in to the sale. The witness said. "What do you want for 
her?" and the accused replied, "What will you give?" The witness pointed out that he 
would require a trial. Then the witness went on until he met Mr. John Hann, who 
drove back with him. They met the accused, who said the horse had been bred at 
Mount Pleasant by his father, and he wanted £15 for it. On behalf of the witness 
Hann offered £13 for the animal, saying, "If you don't like that you can go on." The 
accused agreed to take the sum mentioned. Charles John Hann, stable keeper, of 
Campbelltown, gave corroborative evidence. He said that accused rode the horse to 
his premises, and received £13, for which he gave a receipt. 

Detective Mattin said that on Thursday last, accompanied by Detective Northridge, he 
visited the accused at Mrs. Bungey's garden at Cherryville, The accused denied 
knowledge of the stolen horse, but was subsequently arrested when he made no 
statement. There was £2 16/ in his room at the time. Subsequently he said to 
witness, "You will find the rest of the money underneath the ceiling of the room in 
which I slept at Mrs. Bungey's."  A search revealed £10 in gold and notes hid away in 
a purse.  

The Chairman (to the accused) - Do you wish to call evidence or make a statement. 

The Accused - I stole the horse - that's all I know about it. 

The Chairman - You are committed for trial at the next sessions of the Supreme 
Court.xiv 
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At the 31 May sitting of the Supreme Court Charles pleaded guilty.xv  He was subsequently 
sentenced to six months hard labour in Adelaide Gaol.xvi  He was 22 years old. 

Exactly what Charles did when he left gaol again is not clear, however we know that he was 
along the River Murray because January 1912 finds him again accused of illegally using a 
horse.  This escape was reported in many newspapers of the time.  We include the report 
from the Advertiser below; 

ESCAPED FROM CUSTODY 
The Commission of Police has received a report from Snior-Constable Panton, of 
Loxton, stating that while Charles E Plummer as being taken up the Murray on 
Saturday morning he escaped from the custody of the police.  Plummer was to have 
been charged at the Renmark Police Court on the provisional warrant and to have 
been extradited to Wentworth to answer a charge of having illegally used a horse, the 
property of Williams Bros.  He disappeared from the steamer between 6 am and noon 
on Saturday within 20 miles of Loxton, and the police are searching for him. Plummer 
is a native of South Australia, and was born in 1887. The description of him furnished 
by the polies is as follows: - “Medium build, 5 ft 5 in high, dark complexion, dark 
brown hair, brown eyes, small ears prominent, mole in front of right eye.”xvii 

However, for some reason, perhaps dropping of the charge, the warrant for his arrest was 
dropped.  The following was printed in the New South Wales Police Gazette on the 25 
February 1914 – 

Escaped Prisoner 
Vide Police Gazette, 1912, page 65 
Wentworth – The arrest of Charles Plummer, or Charles Edward Plummer, charged 
with escaping from legal custody, is not now desired. Warrant cancelled.xviii 

Charles Edward Plummer joined the 1st Light Horse Brigade, 
2nd Light Horse Regiment / 3rd Reinforcement on the 12th 
December 1914 in Cunnamulla, Queensland (Enoggera Army 
Barracks, Brisbane) under the assumed name of Albert 
Anderson.  Charles wrote to his mother letting her know that 
he had enlisted under the name of Albert Anderson in 
December 1914 and advised her that he thought he would be 
leaving in transport shortly.  He also advised his address as 
Albert Anderson 3rd Reinforcement, 2nd Light Horse, 
Enoggera Camp Brisbane. 

When he enlisted he entered his occupation as Kangaroo 
shooter.  He listed his next of kin as  

George Frederick Anderson, address not known, 
(brother), believed to be in Western Australia.xix 

It is likely that Charles was not aware that the warrant for his 
arrest had been cancelled. 

 
 

Figure 226 Pictorial Supplement 
to the Queenslander, 25 
September 1915 – The Roll of 
Honour, Queensland Casualties 
at the Front, p28 [provided by 
State Library of Queensland] 
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His details at enlistment were: 

Age 24 years 6 months 
Height 5 feet 5 1/2 inches 
Weight 136 lbs 
Chest measurement  37 1/2 inches 
Complexion Dark 
Eyes Hazel 
Hair Dark Brown 
Religious denomination  C of E xx 

 

Figure 227  2nd Light Horse, 2nd Light Horse Regiment, viewed 4 February 2015, RELAWM07941.003 
http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/RELAWM07941.003/, reproduced with permission AWM. 

 

Although the main contingent of the 2nd Light Horse left Brisbane in September 1914, after a 
brief period of training at Ennogera Charles departed Brisbane on the Itria on 9 February, 
1915.  He was bound for Egypt where he faced further training.  

  
Figure 228  HMAT A53 Itria, Desert Column: Australian Military History of the early 20th century. 
http://alh-research.tripod.com/ships_lh.htm   
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Figure 229  Attestation paper of Charles Edward Plummer, NAA: B2455, Albert Anderson, p1.  
Reproduced with permission NAA. 

The war diaries of the 2nd Light Horse detail the training in Egypt and then on 19 May 1915 
the records record that they dropped anchor in Anzac Cove.xxi  The 2nd Light Horse had been 
sent to Gallipoli without their horses (as were other Light Horsemen).  Charles must not have 
been in that first wave as his details show he joined his unit at Gallipoli on 9 July 1915.xxii  

The war diaries of 1 August 1915 record that the 2nd Light Horse comprised 1596 ‘other ranks’ 
and 70 officers.xxiii   Charles was posted to A Squadron.   

Quinn’s Post was so named after Major Hugh Quinn, 15th Battalion of Charters Towers, 
Queensland.  The site was the most advanced post and was critical to holding the ANZAC 
line.  It was where some of the most dramatic of events at Gallipoli occurred and was where 
Quinn himself was eventually killed.xxiv     
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Charles Bean, foremost historian on ANZAC, writes the following damning account of the 
struggle on 7 August: 

While the 1st Regiment was attacking from Pope’s, the 2nd (Queensland) had made 
its assault from Quinn’s, of which it formed the garrison. The main object of this 
assault was to assist that upon Baby 700 by seizing trenches overlooking the valley 
beyond Quinn’s, up which the enemy’s reinforcements to the Chessboard and Baby 
700 would probably endeavour to move. By Birdwood’s orders the effort was to be 
directed only against the trenches facing the left half of the post. These were to be 
rushed by 200 men issuing in four successive lines… 

This would be the first attempt made by any Anzac troops since the early days of 
June to cross the narrow No-Man’s Land at Quinn’s. The 2nd Regiment, which had 
made the sortie on May 15th when Major Graham was killed, well realised the 
difficulty of its task… At 3.55 the Turks opposite Quinn’s, stirred by the renewed 
attack upon German Officers’, broke into a violent fusillade. This caused Colonel 
Stodart of the 2nd to report to Chauvel that it would not be possible to attack if such 
fire were maintained.  

Nevertheless the troops who were to make the assault, though their intelligence 
showed them that every condition was now against them, faced their task with a grim 
determination. At 4.30, when the general bombardment ceased, no mine explosion 
could be heard. The first line was still waiting for the signal, when the engineer officer 
came up with the news that the mine had been fired, but apparently without causing 
any recognisable sound or eruption. Major Bourne, who was conducting the 
operation, thereupon gave the order for the first line to charge. But here, as at The 
Nek, the enemy was perfectly prepared. As the troops scrambled from the trenches, 
intense fire was opened upon them. One Turkish machine-gun was shooting from the 
direct front, two from Dead Man’s Ridge, and a fourth from German Officers.’ Major 
Logan, who led the line, was killed before he had gone five yards. Lieutenant Burge, 
’O leading the left, fell dead when ten yards out. Trooper Marson, who followed him, 
had his leg practically severed with machine-gun bullets. With one exception every 
man of the first line was killed or wounded, the majority before they had gone six 
yards. Many owed their lives to the fact that they were struck when on the parapet 
and fell back wounded into the trench. The four machine-guns at Quinn’s, although all 
firing at Turkish positions on the flank in order to cover the attack, could effect no 
apparent diminution of the enemy’s fire…  

So ended the feints of August 7th. For sheer bravery, devoted loyalty, and that self-
discipline which seldom failed in Australian soldiers, they stand alone in the annals of 
their country. Not once during all this deadly fighting did the troops display the least 
sign of hesitation in performing what they believed to be their duty. But the difficulties 
of the secondary attack upon a position of extraordinary strength had been 
insufficiently considered by Birdwood and Skeen. For the annihilation of line after line 
at The Nek the local command was, however, chiefly responsible. Although at such 
crises in a great battle firm action must be taken, sometimes regardless of cost, there 
could be no valid reason for flinging away the later lines after the first had utterly 
failed. It is doubtful if there exists in the records of the A.I.F. one instance in which, 
after one attacking party had been signally defeated, a second, sent after it, 
succeeded without some radical change having been effected in the plan or the 
conditions… The most grievous result was the needless loss of lives precious to their 
nation. But the operation had also a serious military effect. Men cannot be subjected 
to such overstrain without reaction. For months afterwards in hospitals and 
convalescent camps those who had seen or taken part in the fighting on The Nek told 
of the murderous fire into which orders, which they attributed to a blunder, had 
repeatedly sent them. Their own morale and that of their regiments remained to an 
astonishing degree unaffected. The incident nevertheless had its result throughout 
the whole A.I.F. With the exception of the attempt of the 4th Infantry Brigade near 
Abdel Rahman the following day, no other experience in 1915 was so powerful to 
create that disillusionment which superseded the first fine fervour of Australian 
Soldiers.xxv     
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Private Charles Edward Plummer (known as Private Albert Anderson) was killed on 7 August 
1915 at Quinn’s Post on the Gallipoli Peninsula. 

 

Figure 230 Google Map Data ©2015 viewed 5 Jan 2015 

 

The war diary of 7 August recorded the following: 

Section heavily shelled by enemy atillery for 2 hours – at times shells were coming 
over at the rate of 25 to the minute.  Parapets were badly damaged in inner line but 
were repaired during night.xxvi 
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Figure 231  Quinn’s Post, Gallipoli.  Reproduced with permission The War Graves Photographic Project. 

 

The exact burial place of Charles Edward Plummer is not known.  As with many who died at 
Gallipoli they are marked with a headstone commemorating their death but their exact burial 
is not marked. 

 

Figure 232  Memorial stone for Charles Plummer (Albert Anderson).  Reproduced with permission The 
War Graves Photographic Project. 
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The records of Albert Anderson (Charles Edward Plummer) show that in 1916 the Military 
were still seeking George Frederick Anderson, the name recorded as next of kin on the 
enlistment papers.  This was, of course, futile.  This search continued for a number of years 
and included publishing notices in newspapers.  In 1918 there were letters from a fellow 
soldier, Sommerville, who knew him as Anderson, who offered that his family were from 
Ravenswood in Queensland.  In one letter he passed on a name, Mrs Felsham who they 
contacted seeking next of kin details. xxvii   

On 11 March 1919 Charles’ mother Elizabeth Plummer asked Mr J Ramsay Thomson, Land 
Estate and Commission Agent of Woodside to write to the Officer in Charge of Base Records 
in Melbourne to ascertain if the Private A Anderson 755 was her son.  She was in posession 
of letters written by Charles advising her that he enlisted in, or near, Brisbane about 
December 1914.  He wrote to her from Enoggera Camp near Brisbane in December 1914 
after this date she had received several more letters from him from Heliopolis and Cairo.  His 
last letter was from a camp in Egypt and stated that he was going to the Dardanelles.  This 
was to be the last Elizabeth heard from him.  Mr J Ramsay Thomson sent a Statutory 
Declaration to the effect that the late soldier Albert Anderson was indeed Charles Edward 
Plummer.  As Charles Snr could not write he placed his mark on the declaration, which was 
received on the 9 April 1919.  The Officer in Charge of Base Records acknowledged that the 
records of the late No 755 Private Albert Anderson were Charles Edward Plummer, 2nd Light 
Horse Regiment, and that Mr C Plummer’s name be entered as his father.xxviii  

 

Figure 233  Letter from J Ramsay Thompson enquiring about assets.  NAA: B2455, Albert Anderson, 
p31.  Reproduced with permission Alison Plummer. 

 

The personal effects and medals of Charles were sent to his father in 1919.  He received a 
purse, sleeve link, receipt which he acknowledged by signing with his mark. 
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Figure 234  Receipt for personal effects.  Charles’s father placed his mark.  NAA: B2455, Albert 
Anderson, p28.  Reproduced with permission NAA. 

 

Commemorations 

• Adelaide War Memorial, North Terrace, Adelaide 
• Commemorative Area, Australian War Museum, Canberra 
• District Council of Onkaparinga WWI Honour Board 
• Lenswood and Forest Range WWI memorial, Lobethal Road, Forest Range 
• Quinn’s Post Cemetery, ANZAC 

 
Medals received 

• 1914-1915 Star #3722 
• British War Medal #8160 
• Victory Medal #8121 
• Memorial Scroll #319134 
• Memorial Plaque #319134 
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Oliver Stanley Pollard 
SERN 2621 

 

Oliver Stanley Pollard was a keen footballer and was strongly involved in the community 
when he enlisted to fight in 1916.  He was the 44th of our local men to enlist and was thirty 
years old.   

Oliver’s father was Joseph Pollard, who was born in England in 1847.  He and his wife 
Susannah Walker migrated to Australia and settled first at Mount Barker.  They had the nine 
children: 

1. William Jarvis, (born Mt Barker, SA, 6 November 1870) 
2. Edward Henry, (born Mt Barker, SA, 16 October 1871) 
3. George Joseph, (born Mt Barker, SA, born 13 May 1873) 
4. Sarah Jane, (born Mt Barker, SA, 2 April 1874, died Mt Barker, SA 13 August 1892) 
5. Rhoda Elizabeth, (born Mt Barker, SA, 2 April 1878, married name Dockett) 
6. Frank Leslie, (born Mt Barker, SA, 4 June 1880) 
7. Herbert Oliver, (born Mt Barker, SA, 11 October 1883) 
8. Oliver Stanley, (born Mt Barker, SA, 12 Feb 1886, died France, 10 June 1917) 
9. Sydney [Sidney] Ernest, (born Mt Barker, SA, 24 February 1891, died 11 April 1919) 

 

In the 1890s the Pollard family moved to Forest Range, first renting land and later as a 
“blocker”.  Blockers had perpetual government leases on land at Forest Range.  This was 
intended to encourage closer farming.  The blockers petitioned the Government in September 
1901 to permit purchase.  The petitioning blockers included Joseph Pollard, W Hale, ES 
Chigwidden, W Halls, FW Brown, C Plummer, O Conlon and J Atkinson. i  

Joseph held one of the blocks on the former land of August Baum that were sold for closer 
farming.  This block was on the corner of Lobethal Road and Smith Road.  George Mason, 
father of Jack, later held the neighbouring block.  When the Pollard family took over the land it 
was, as with much of Baum’s land, heavily marked from gold mining.  Recovering this land for 
farming was hard word as the heavy clay subsoil had been moved to the surface during 
mining.  An indication of the difficulties they faced can be found in the following newspaper 
article. 

 

Figure 235  1903 'FOREST RANGE.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 8 December, p. 7, 
viewed 12 November, 2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5022940 
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Figure 236  Guide to original section numbers from Bishop, GC (1984) p12, Stringybarks to orchards. 

 

The family settled into local life at Forest Range and Oli and his siblings attended Forest 
School.  After leaving school he worked on his family property.  Farming was hard and 
especially hard on that land.  To add to the hardship in 1915 the Pollard family suffered 
losses in a fire.  This was the same fire that had also hit the Lawson family.  Fortunately no 
buildings were lost, however much of their stock feed was burned.ii   

Olie was actively involved in the community life and there are numerous newspaper articles of 
his activities.  He was also a strong sportsman as were many young men of the district.  In 
1912 he is listed as being second in the bowling average for the Forest Range Central Cricket 
Clubiii while in 1913 he is listed as being third in the batting average.  He was club secretary 
and treasurer as well as a member of the selection committee.iv   The Central Cricket Club 
played on the land that was later to house the World War One memorial.   

  

Pollard 
home  



 

 

© 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc page | 211    

His sports interest also extended to football and he was a committee member of the Forest 
Range Football Club.v   More leisurely pastimes also took his interest and he was a member 
of the Forest Range Literary Society and of the Local Literary and Debating Society.  He is 
mentioned in a debate on 13 August 1913, when he, with team mates S McLaren and E J 
Green, debated E Dearman, E Rowley and F Green. vi  We have included later samples from 
letters written to Mrs Pollard by Stan McLaren and Ern Green after Olie’s death. 

 

Figure 237  Oliver (Olie) Pollard.  Reproduced with permission David Hale. 

 

Olie was strongly involved in farming, not only as a farm worker on his family property but 
also as a community leader.  He held the position of secretary of the Forest Range 
Agricultural Bureau from 1913 to 1917.vii  The men of the Bureau shared information on 
farming practices and discussed ways to improve their farm’s output.  On 30 April 1915, 
Oliver read a paper on black spot in apples.  This paper detailed the spread and control of the 
fungus and was printed in full in The Chronicle of 8 May 1915.viii   He was also secretary of 
the Fruitgrowers and Market Gardens Association.  When he resigned upon joining the AIF 
he was presented with a fountain pen for his services.ix   

Although a farmer Oliver was also politically active in the Labor Party, being on the committee 
of the local United Labor Party for some years.x   He was also a committee member of the 
Star of the Forest Tent, I.O.B. xi 

After the death of his father Oliver farmed the Pollard property at Forest Range.   He had 
apparently expressed an abhorrence of war so it was a surprise to some when, on 28 April 
1916, at the age of 30, he enlisted in the 6th Reinforcement 50th Infantry Bn.  When he was 
asked what changed his mind Oliver is quoted as saying that “it was a sense of duty which 
prompted him to enlist”.  The article cites him as “one of he most prominent our men”.xii     
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His physical description detailed in his enlistment papers was:xiii 

Age 30 years 2 months 
Height 5 feet 7 1/2 inches 
Weight 158 lbs 
Chest measurement  36-38 inches 
Complexion Fresh 
Eyes Blue 
Hair Brown 
Religious denomination  Methxiv 

 

 

Figure 238  50th Battalion Colour Patch, AWM, RELAWM13307.116, viewed 4 February 2015 
https://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_11237.asp, reproduced with permission AWM. 

 

An article in The Chronicle details the community farewell to Oliver and other young men 
leaving at that time.  It is sobering to note that of these six men only one, O Caldicott, 
returned from the war. 

FOREST RANGE, May 16.-On Saturday night last the residents of Forest Range met 
in the Mission Hall to say farewell to six more young men who have enlisted from 
here.  A collection $6/10 was taken at the door.  Mr. F Green presided, and delivered 
a stirring address.  The names of the recruits are as follows- Privates HO Caldicott, O 
S Pollard, L Eglington, T Eglington, N Hocking, and B Norton.  All together 36 men 
have enlisted from here The Rev. J. J. Emery also spoke.  Mr J Vickers, on behalf of 
the residents, presented each recruit with a wrist watch and a pair of socks from the 
Red Cross Society.  Mr C Bishop supplied music for a dance, and Mr E Dearman 
acted as M.C. xv   

Herbert Dockett, a nephew of Oliver’s, shared the news of Oliver’s enlistment in the Daily 
Herald on 29 May 1916.   

I am just writing a few lines to let you know that I have not forgotten you I am in the 
sixth grade at school, as I did not pass last year I have another year to go to school. I 
will be 13 years old on Thursday.  … My uncle, Oliver Pollard, is going to the war.   
He lived in Forest Range.xvi 
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Figure 239  Attestation paper.  NAA: B2455, Oliver Stanley Pollard, p1.  Reproduced with permission 
NAA.  
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Figure 240  Oliver Pollard, reproduced with permission David Hale. 

 

Olie left Adelaide on 23 October 1916, on the Port Melbourne, bound for service on the 
Western Front.  We include below transcripts of his letters to his mother written during his 
ship voyage to England and during his training before leaving for the front.  The letters were 
transcribed by David Hale in 1995 and are reproduced below with permission.xvii  The letters 
share his excitement and wonder at the sights he sees during his trip and don’t indicate any 
fear about what was to come. 
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To Mrs. J. Pollard, 
Forest Range, South Australia. 
(Postmarked 30 Oct. 1916, Fremantle, W.A. Passed By Censor) 
At Sea 
October 25th 

Dear Mum, 

We got away to -- alright and had a pleasant day yesterday but today is a bit rougher. 
Am proving a good sailor as expected. I fed the fishes a little today at dinner time but 
am alright now. I had a busy dinner yesterday, I was Orderly Corporal and all the 
other corporals and sergeants were on their backs leaving me and the Sergeant Mgr. 
to run the show. The Port of Adelaide people gave us a splendid send off - they ran 
the train down the main street very very slowly and all the people came out of the 
shops and gave us presents and shook hands as we passed along. At Glanville the 
school children were lined up and one little girl handed me a Haners Penny story. 
She put her name on it like this : 

"Miss Pearl Forest, 
Whyde St., Peterhead. 
Good luck to you. Do write to me." 

I had another instance of thoughtfulness. I was orderly corporal on Monday and [had] 
to stay down below all the time the boat was alongside the wharf. We were going to 
draw lots for it, but I did it because I was not expecting anyone to see me off. When 
the boat pulled away from the wharf our Sergeant Major bought me a parcel of fruit, 
nuts and lollies which his sister had put up for me. He had told her that one of us 
would have to stay down so she sent this parcel with a note wishing the Corporal 
good luck. Of course she had never seen me in her life. 

I don't know if you will find it difficult to read this or not but the old boat is rolling a 
good deal. I said old boat but I don't mean old worn-out, but she is rather a good one. 

I am Your son Ol. 

 

 
 
To Mrs. J. Pollard, 
Forest Range, South Australia. 
(Postmarked 30 Oct. 1916, W.A.) 
Troopship Port Melbourne, 
Fremantle, 
Saturday 28th Oct. 1916 

Dear Mum, 

We are now lying out from Fremantle, arrived about 12 o'clock. We left Outer Harbour 
Monday 2 o'clock, so was just about 5 days doing the trip. We will be here for a day 
or two as we have to pick up 700 troops here. I think they will be put on Monday. This 
will make a total of 1500 - a few from Tasmania, some from Melbourne, and 300 from 
S. Aus. are on board. There will not be very much room to walk about next week 
when they are all aboard. This boat was not built to carry passengers so there is not 
much deck room, although she must be about 9 or 10,000 tons. They say we are 
going Durban way, but I don't think anybody knows for certain. 

I am going to try to post this in this town. If I post it on board the censor will stop it so 
if you receive it you will know I have been ashore or have got someone else to post it 
for me. I posted one on the boat so as to make sure that you got one. I would get into 
a row if the O.C. knew I was writing this. We have had a splendid trip so far, and I 
have been kept fairly busy as most of our N.C.O's have been on their backs, but I 
have been up most of the time. I missed one meal on Wednesday, that was all. If any 
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letters come home for me open them and if important make a copy before sending 
them on. Anything of mine such as clothes etc. the boys might as well use them and 
wear them out. 

I am. Ol 

Sunday afternoon 

I am writing this in Perth. We were let off the boat this morning at 10 and have to be 
back at 6. Perth is 12 miles from Fremantle and they ran a special train for us. It is a 
funny old railway, narrow gauge with little small carriages, as one almost bumps their 
heads against the ceiling. They charged us 7d return which is not too bad considering 
it cost 6d to get from the ship to the wharf, a distance of 200 yds. 

I have had a look around Perth. It is nice, some nice buildings. It is not as big as 
Adelaide, and the streets are narrower. I hope to have a look around Fremantle 
tomorrow. 

I am yours etc. Ol 

 

 
 
To Mrs. J. Pollard, 
Forest Range, South Australia. 
(Letter Posted -- 1916, --) 
At Sea 
Nov. 10th 

Dear Mum, 

Still having a good trip. The weather is splendid, a little warm yesterday, but still 
nothing to complain about. 

In my last letter I mentioned our Sergeant Major's sister sending that parcel to me. 
Well, she is a niece to Laurie Carr of Mount Barker. Her mother is Laurie’s sister. I 
suppose you know her. I will try to find out her christian name. She is Mrs. Billing 
now. 

We have another Mount Barker boy on here, little Jackie Johnson, Lily Simmons son. 
They used to live next to us on the flat. This is his second trip, he is a Sergeant now. 
When I introduced myself to him he remembered me at once and started telling some 
of our childish escapades. 

We are going to have some sports aboard which promise to be interesting. Some of 
the boys think the trip monotonous, but I do not find it so. In fact, the time flies very 
quickly with me. Of course we cannot do any drill aboard so the time is filled in with 
lectures and physical exercise. I had to take a turn at lecturing yesterday, but I did not 
hold forth for very long I can tell you. 

I have a jolly fine section, we get on well together. Some of them are my old pals from 
B Company. 

We have a band on board (a brass band, I mean) which gives us a tune twice a day. 
Some of we boys have a dance in the evening when the band is playing. We had 
church service aboard last Sunday, which is one of the most impressive I have ever 
heard. I was surprised at the way the boys behaved themselves, and we had a mixed 
lot, too. They called out the R.C's and Church of England's, and the rest were with us. 
And some of them did not believe in religion at all and yet they behaved themselves 
better than most people do in church. I do not know if you could imagine the service - 
we had a piano on the hatch and the minister or chaplain as we call him stood on 
there also, and the men squatted all around on the deck. Of course they always sing 
for all they are worth - sacred or otherwise makes no difference to them. 
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I did not have a look around Fremantle, although I had a hard try to get off to do so, 
but I went on guard instead. 

With Love from Ol. 

 

 
 
To Mrs. J. Pollard, 
Forest Range, South Australia. 
(Letter Posted from a Field Post Office.) 
Durban 
Nov. 15th 

Dear Mum, 

I am watching a football match [while] supposed to be writing this. The match is 
between Western Aus. and a team from the other states. We have 5 units from W.A. 
and 5 from the other states - 2 from S.A., 2 Vic, and 1 Tas. - on our boat, so the W.A. 
challenged them to a match. They are playing it off on the show ground which is used 
as a military camp now. 

This is a nice town with some pretty views. I am sending some under separate cover. 
I hope they are as good as I think. I bought them with the wrappers on so did not view 
them. I saw a sample and took the shopkeepers word that these were the same. I 
also sent some to Fred Green. 

We arrived here yesterday afternoon, just 15 days from Fremantle and 22 from 
Adelaide. We got [here] about 5 o'clock and were marched into the town at 7 with 
leave to 10.15, so had a bit of a look last night. We were marched to the beach this 
morning. That sounds funny, but the beach is [on] one side of a peninsula and the 
wharf is on the other. They have gone to a lot of trouble here to improve the beach 
baths, flower gardens and buildings that must have cost thousands. 

We are waiting now to get permission to stay in town 'till 10 or 11 o'clock. The people 
here treat us alright, free use of the town baths, etc., then they will give us free meals 
at the Wesley hall. I had supper there last night. 

I am Yours etc. Ol. 

 

 
 
To Mrs. J. Pollard, 
Forest Range, South Australia. 
(Letter Posted from a Field Post Office.) 
No. 5 
Durban 
Nov. 17th 

Dear Mum, 

I am going to number my letters as I send them, then you will know if you get them 
all. This is number 5. As you see we are still in Durban; been here since Tuesday 
afternoon. I believe we are sailing tomorrow, Saturday, at daybreak. Of course, 
nobody knows definitely. 

We have had lots of leave here. Been out every evening till 10 or halfpast. We usually 
have a route march in the morning around the town and back for dinner, and then 
marched up town (about 2 miles to the centre of the town) in the afternoon and then 
dismissed. In my last letter I mentioned the beach here. I have learned since that the 
corporation had to promise to spend £100,000 on it before the government would 
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hand it over. One wants to see it at night to see it at its best. I have not seen anything 
like it before. I spoke about the trams giving us free rides. I can tell you I have used 
the privilege. I think I have been on every route. 

There are some very pretty views. One route is a round trip that goes up on a hill so 
one can get a birds eye view of the town. The trees are a pretty green. They are a -- 
tree, nothing like a Stringybark. 

From, Yours etc. Ol. 

 

 
 
To Mrs. J. Pollard, 
Forest Range, South Australia. 
(Postmarked 22 Nov. 1916, Three Anchor Bay, S. Africa) 
On Active Service. No Stamps Available. 
Letter No. 6 
At Sea 
Nov. 19th 

Dear Mum, 

I suppose the gooseberries are fit to pick now, but will all be gone by the time you 
receive this. Durban is the place [for] fruit - that is, to sell, not for the buyer. Here are 
some of the prices I saw posted in the window. It is not necessary to say that was all I 
saw of it. 

Apples 3/6 a dozen - the green ones looked like French Crabs. 
Cherries 1/6 a lb - look like small Waterloos. 
Oranges 1d each. 
Mandarins 30 for 1/- - these were the cheapest. 
Grapes 1/6 lb - these came from Spain and were in splendid condition. 
There were some plums, looked like Satsuma. 

When leaving home I intended to rewrite my lambing book, but I have not touched it. 
In fact I have not done anything on the boat and have a hard job to find time to do 
that. The time slips away somehow, for there is always someone to talk to. It is very 
difficult to do a little reading without being disturbed, such is the life of an N.C.O.  It is 
not such a bad job when one gets used to it, which I have done now. 

We had a good view of a whale just now. I hope you are writing all of the time so I will 
have some letters almost as soon as we stop travelling. 

I am Yours etc. Ol. 

 

 
 
To Mrs. J. Pollard, 
Forest Range, South Australia. 
(Post Card Postmarked 19 Dec. 1916, London. Passed By Censor. Received From 
H.M. Ship. No Charge To Be Raised.) 
On Active Service. No Stamps Available. 
No. 7 
At Sea 
Nov. -- 

Dear Mum, 

I did not have a look around Capetown owing to a supposed case of meningitis 
placing us in quarantine. I have not heard any more about it so guess it was a false 



 

 

© 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc page | 219    

alarm. They allowed us ashore for a route march, but it did not take us towards the 
town. Table Mountain is a splendid sight from the harbour. I sent some views of 
Capetown which I hope you receive safely. I had to trust to an employee on the wharf 
to post them for me, so with them you have seen nearly as much of Capetown people 
as I have. I met some nice people in Durban - they used to be in Australia, and of 
course the clannish feeling ran high at once. Only trouble was I met them too late, the 
night before leaving, otherwise they would have given us a good time. 

Still in the best of health. Weighed over 13 stone recently, so you know I am having a 
good trip. 

With love from Ol. 

 
 
 

To Mrs. J. Pollard, 
Forest Range, South Australia. 
(Letter Postmarked 30 Dec. 1916, Codford, St. Mary, England.) 
Letter No. 8 
At Sea 
Dec. 20th 1916 

Dear Mum, 

Still having a splendid trip. Since writing you last we stopped at Freetown Sierra 
Leone on West Coast of Africa for 12 days. It is an English Protectorate, the 
population is mostly native. No white man would stay here if he could help it, the heat 
is something awful. I was pleased it was winter when we were there. I would not be 
there in summer for a fortune, the atmosphere is close and muggy - it does not seem 
to make any difference whether one was in the sun or the shade. We had strict 
orders to wear hats - as if it is possible to get sunstroke in the shade. The only other 
dress necessary was a bathing towel and identification disc. All some of the niggers 
wear is a hat. 

We had a little leave one day, but I had to do picket duty. They always send some 
men ashore to guard the hotels and drink shops to keep the soldiers away from them. 
Our men are not allowed strong drink of any description. So it worked out that I only 
had 55 minutes to look around the town on my own account. 

It appeared to me as though everybody was selling something. There is nothing 
grown or made at Freetown, it is merely the port and a very poor one at that. Only 
very small boats could get alongside the wharf. The harbour is a fine one and would 
hold any number of boats. There was 29 in there at one time while we were there. Of 
course our boat being a big one we could not pull alongside the wharf but had to 
anchor out, so we had to go to shore in barges. I think that was why we did not get 
ashore more than once. 

I said everybody seemed to be selling something. With the natives they only seemed 
to be selling one line. One would sell oranges, another bananas, and so on. All the 
goods would be placed out in front of the shop, one shop would be decorated with 
what you call whitewash, and the next would have a great heap of tin trunks (they 
[are] very fond of selling these). There are very few vehicles there.  I saw two motor 
lorries and one bullock dray. They were small bullocks, smaller than Smut, with great 
big horns. The horns were sawn off and a hole bored through them near the end, and 
a rope was tied from ones horns to the other ones horn like a coupling on horses. 
They were yoked together similar to the way we do it. The roads or streets are more 
like bush tracks and are not made for vehicles at all. The houses, with the exception 
of a few where the whites live, are poor tumble down old places - our old shed is 
good to some of them. Of course, the whites have some fine places. They also have 
one or two good stores that look as though they [have] done good business. They 
have a railway, 2 ft 6 in gauge. A passenger train consists of 4 carriages - a first 
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class, 1 second class, 1 third class, and one reserved. The whites ride in the last 
named. The third class one looked like our cattle trucks. The engine was a character, 
with great weights to carry it over the centre. 

Now just a word about the fruit. Of course there were always plenty of niggers around 
the boat selling it. The oranges were green as grass with thin skin almost as thin as a 
mandarin. We would not look at such stuff in South Aus., but after one has been 
cooped up on board boat for a few weeks they will eat almost anything if you call it 
fruit. They also had bananas, some were of a great big variety. The largest ever I saw 
[were] bigger than Figi, but these were tough old things, like eating half green apples. 
They had a smaller variety, but even those were not as good as the ones we get. 

I saw one of the largest trees I had ever seen there. It was a Cotton tree, the butt was 
like a lot of slabs with the edges outwards. That big gum tree near Fred Rowleys is 
the idea on a small scale, especially if that had more limbs on it. The majority of the 
trees were of the Palm variety. Some of these were 60 ft high, mostly cocoanut palms 
I think. In the evening there were millions of flying foxes come out of the these trees. 
The flying fox looks like a big bat only 20 times bigger. It looks rather curious to see 
them flying around thicker than you have seen birds flying. I am writing this at sea 
and intend posting it in England, which we expect to reach about Christmas, but I 
think we will have to spend it on board. 

I am Yours etc. Ol. 

Codford, Dec. 29th 

Arrived at Plymouth yesterday, Dec. 28. Reached here 2 o'clock this morning. One of 
the first persons I saw was Lacy Lawson. 

Ol. P 

 

 

 

(Cablegram, dated 20 Jan. 1917, Forest Range, Sth. Aust.) 

Via Eastern from London 9 words 9th 8p.m. 

E.T.M. 

To Sidney Pollard 

Forest Range 

Arrived Safely Well Dec. 29th 

Pollard 

 

 
 
To Mrs. J. Pollard, 
Forest Range, 
South Australia. 
(Letter, Passed By Censor. On Active Service. No Stamps Available.) 
Letter No. 9 
Codford 
Jan. 1st 1917 

Dear Mum, 
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I received the first letter from you today, it was a splendid New Year gift. We were so 
long on the water - 67 days - that there were letters here waiting for us, but I did not 
get yours before today. 

We are having very mild weather here. I expected to see snow on the ground when I 
reached here, especially as we were so long on the trip, but we have not seen any 
yet. 

We are camped in huts built of weatherboard and lined with what they call 3 ply 
wood. They are also ceiled with matchboard. We have a stove in each hut, with 30 
men to a hut. We each have three planks on small trestles to sleep on. These huts 
are a lot warmer than Mitcham. I also expected Salisbury Plain to be level like what 
we call a plain in Australia, but such is not the case. It is hilly. It puts me very much in 
mind of the Woodside district. I believe they call it a plain because it is very poor soil. 
It is a white clayey soil which sticks to everything and is horrible stuff to get off ones 
boots and clothes. 

When you hear of the camp here you must not think it is one big camp - it is a lot of 
small ones. There must be a half dozen around here and then from here towards 
Salisbury it must be several miles to the next one. I was down that way yesterday 3 
miles and did not see one. We have to get special leave to go beyond five miles so 
cannot go to many, but they say all the Australians are coming here to this district. 

One of the corporals with us and the one that I chum up with is brother to Billie Menz 
of Chain of Ponds. This one is called Jock - a very nice young fellow. 

I sent a cable the other day as soon as I arrived, as I thought you might be anxious 
as we were so long on the water. 

We had a fine trip from Plymouth, or rather Devonport where we disembarked. It was 
dark when we left at 6 pm, and got to Codford station 12 at night. It is 1½ from here 
and we [had] to walk and carry everything we possessed. One soon finds that the 
least one has the better. I must close as it is getting dark - ½ past 4 - and it does not 
get light till ½ past 7 in the morning. 

I am Yours etc. Ol. 

Don't alter my address. The way you addressed this one is right. 

 
Figure 241  Postcard of Codford Camp sent by Olie Pollard to his mother. 
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Oliver sent the postcard above back to his mother.  He explained on the back that this was 
his camp and that there were 5 huts in a row and a total of 8 rows.  He was allocated to hut 
number 22. 

 

To Mrs. J. Pollard, 
Forest Range, South Australia. 
(Letter Card, Glasgow. Postmarked Codford - St. Mary, 17 Jan. 1917.) 
Codford 
Jan. 13th 1917 

Dear Mum, 

I believe I missed a mail. I have been to Scotland for my holidays. We had five days - 
a young fellow named Stephenson late of Kersbrook went with me. When we got 
back last night they told us that a mail had just closed so I am writing this hoping to 
catch it. We left here Monday morning about ½ past 6 and landed in London about 
11. We caught a train at Euston [at] 1.15 and journeyed via Crewe, Derby, Carlisle 
and Carstairs to Glasgow, arriving there [at] 12 o'clock at night. We stayed there till 1 
o'clock on Tuesday when we went to Edinburgh. We stayed there 2 days and left [at] 
1.45 on Thursday. Journeyed via Newcastle, Darlington, Grantham (it was dark there 
so did not see anything of it). We arrived in London (Kings Cross) [at] 11.20. 

The next day we spent in London. We saw Buckingham Palace and had a good look 
around Westminster Abbey. We were shown all over it and had it explained. One 
wants to touch up on their history before visiting Westminster. Saw the Houses of 
Parliament, but it was not visitors day. From there we went to the Tower of London. 
We were very fortunate there - a lady was showing a New Zealander around and we 
joined ourselves onto the party. She seemed to have the history of the place on her 
finger ends. The Crown Jewels are a splendid sight. There are a few fortunes 
represented there. We saw St. Pauls from the outside - we did not go inside. We 
walked along one or two of the busy streets. We caught the 5 o'clock at Paddington 
and reached the camp at 9, after a splendid holiday. 

I am Yours etc. O.S. Pollard 

 

 
 
To Mrs. J. Pollard, 
Forest Range, South Australia. 
(Letter) 
Codford 
Jan. 15th 1917 

Dear Mum, 

I am sending you some views of the historical places of Scotland. We had these 
given to us in Edinburgh. The man we stayed with was a merchant who dealt mostly 
in confectionary and such like. He used these views to paste on the outside of the 
wrappers. There are a lot of tourists visit these places in the summer and then they 
sell views of Edinburgh on the sweets in Edinburgh and views of Inverness in 
Inverness.  Mr. Ritchie told us to cut off the advertisement part, but I have neither the 
facilities or the inclination to do so. You can do so if you wish. I don't know if I told you 
how we fell in with these people. They have a son here in this camp (a sergeant). We 
were on duty with him one night and got friendly, so when we said we were going to 
Scotland he gave us a letter of introduction to his people, and they treated us well. 
We would liked to have stayed longer. 

I am Yours etc. Ol. 
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To Mrs. J. Pollard, 
Forest Range, South Australia. 
(Letter Card) 
Codford 
Jan. 22nd 1917 

Dear Mum, 

How have you been getting my money? I thought my extra duty money (for Corporal 
on the boat) would have been paid immediately we sailed, but when we arrived here 
they said it had not been paid but would be paid here, but now they say it will be paid 
over there. It should be £13. 8/-. This is extra to my ordinary pay 3/- day which Sid 
should be receiving. 

When I first came here I had to revert to private but I am a Lance Corporal now. 
There are some more promotions in the wind but I don’t know what my luck will be … 
Alf and Allan Smith and Willie Norton arrived here while I was on leave. They were 
nearly as long on the water as we were. 

I am sending two samples of apple wrappers that we get here. I would like you to 
send the Skookum one on to Fred Green. I sent him one of the others before. 2½ 
inch apples 1½ to 2 d each here, but they are real good apples, Jonathan. 

Food is very dear in England and one is only allowed 2 courses in any restaurant, 
that is, either soup and meat or meat and sweets. Little sandwiches that we could buy 
here at 1d last week they are charging 2d for this. I had a letter from Max Vickers; he 
is in France. Pewey and Allan Green went across with him, but Bishop is in a school, 
I think it is an Officers School. I have tried to get in communication with Ern and Stan 
but have not succeeded so far. I have received two letters from you up to date. 
Remember me to all my old friends, you can tell them I am alright. It is a trifle cold 
here, the ground has been frozen for several days, but that is better than mud. 

I am Yours etc. Ol. 

 

 
 
To Mrs. J. Pollard, 
Forest Range, South Australia. 
(Letter) 
Codford, Wilts. 
Jan. 27 1917 

Dear Mum, 

We are having dreadfully cold weather here. The residents say it is the coldest they 
have known for years. There is very little snow but a terrible bleak East wind which 
freezes everything. If one throws some water outside it turns to ice immediately. It 
never warms up during the day like it would in Australia, in fact some afternoons are 
colder than the mornings were. If the sun shines it is so feeble it will not melt the ice. 
When we came here first it was mud everywhere - the roads were dreadful - but now 
they are frozen one does not have so much trouble cleaning boots. 

They started drilling us on top of a high hill but it was so bleak and so many went on 
sick parade that they had to drill us in a gully out of the wind. As soon as it thaws we 
will have to [go] up the hill again as the present drill ground will be too wet. If I can 
keep my feet warm I don’t mind. I am wearing two pairs of socks now; that helps, but 
even then one has to keep moving to keep the blood going. To think of you people 
with coats off and no clothes at night sends a cold feeling down the spine. 

I don’t know if I will settle down to work again when I get back. I am a Lance Corporal 
now and I am put in charge of a fatigue party about twice a week, and all I have to do 
is to see that the men do the work. The hardest job is to keep warm. I generally 
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stamp up and down with my hands in my pockets. They issue gloves but even with 
these it is necessary to keep the hands in the pockets. 

This is a sample of the jobs I get: the other day I was sent with six men as an escort. 
Our job was to go to the gaol and get four men and take them out to work, digging up 
the ground between the huts. They say they are going to plant it with vegetables. Of 
course it is a nice strip between each hut. The huts are about 60 feet long and the 
strip would be about 20 feet wide. I suppose all of the strips in this camp would 
amount to acres, but to get back to the job, you can imagine four prisoners toiling 
away, six men looking on, and me strolling about generally supervising. After we had 
had one gang out for about an hour we would take them back and get another gang. I 
have had this job twice now. Yesterday I was sent with ten men to the 
Quartermasters (who is shifting from one hut to another) to help clean up. Sometimes 
I would help a little and when I did the QM would growl at me and say there were 
enough men to do the work without me, so my main job was to keep the stove 
burning. But the days we are drilling we have to move to make up for it. A chappie 
from Balaclava whom I met at Watervale (Hughie Mills) came here with 7/50. Do you 
remember me speaking of meeting him when I was in B Company at Mitcham? He 
enlisted that day, and I had lost trace of him ever since, so I received a surprise when 
I saw him here. 

I am Yours etc. Ol. 

 

 

Olie was made a provisional Corporal in 29 
December 1916 and a Lance Corporal on 14 
January 1917.  

In 8 February 1917 Olie sent another postcard 
to his family and friends, sending multiple 
copies of the card at right.  On the back he 
assures his mother he is ‘alright’ and asks her 
to pass one of the cards to Mrs Lindstrom. 

His military details are very scant.  They show 
no illnesses or injuries before he fought on the 
Western Front.  Like many before him he 
passed through the training camp at Etaples, 
France, before proceeding to the front in April 
1917, six months after he left Adeliade.  He 
joined the 50th Bn soon after it had participated 
in the attack on Noreuil in early April during 
which Laurence Eglinton was killed and 
Thomas Eglinton was wounded.  

 

Olie’s mother sent a letter to him on 2 April 
1917.  We include a copy of that letter in full 
below. 

 

Figure 242  Oliver Pollard, reproduced with 
permission David Hale. 

 

  



 

 

© 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc page | 225    

 

Figure 243 Letter from Olie's mother, Susannah, to her son.  Reproduced with permission David Hale. 
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Oliver never received the letter. 
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Figure 244  Letter returned to Olie's mother, reproduced with permission David Hale. 

 

The 50th Bn moved to Ypres, in Belgium and it was here that they fought in the battle of 
Messines.  Under the command of the British this battle was a prelude to the Ypres campaign 
and aimed to force the Germans back and capture the ridge.  “Zero day” for this battle was 7 
June however as the Anzac Corps marched forward for their first offensive the Germans 
deployed gas shells and many Australians were killed before their attack began.  The British, 
Australian and New Zealand troops had placed significant mines in tunnels in advance of their 
attack and the detonation of these assisted greatly in their success in this battle. They fought 
a number of battles for many days and secured much of the ground, with significant help from 
air bombing.  The cost was high and by 8 June 6,800 Australians had died.xviii 

The records show that on 10 June the attack down the Blauwepoortbeek began. 

 … [they] met strong resistance from the fresh German 11th Division, brought in from 
Group Ypres. The 3rd Australian Division advanced 600 yards (550 m) either side the 
river Douve, consolidating their hold on a rise around Thatched Cottage, which 
secured the right flank of the new Messines position; early on 11 June the Germans 
evacuated the Blauwepoortbeek sector.”  xix  

There is a silent film about the Battle of Messines which can be viewed at the following site: 
http://www.ww1westernfront.gov.au/ploegsteert/messines/australians-at-messines-movie.php  

After a hard fight on 9 June, the 50th Bn was ordered to attack again on the night of 10-11 
June.  The war diaries record the following: 

Fewer hostile machines guns opened fire than on the previous night, & on reaching 
the wire it was found not well cut but sufficiently damaged in a few places to get 
through after some difficulty, except on the right where we were held up, the men 
getting into shell holes and digging in the wire.  The enemy bombed our men while 
getting through the wire but our bombers and an odd rifle grenadier here and there 
engaged the enemy while small parties of bayonet men worked through.xx 
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Olie was declared “killed in action” on 10 June 1917 in The Battle of Messines and was buried 
¾ mile NE of Messines.   Messines Ridge is 10 km from Ypres in Belgium.  This is the region 
called Flanders and it was here, just six months later that Norman Hocking would die. 

From the letters of other soldiers we know that Olie died quickly.  Stan McLaren wrote words 
to comfort to Mrs Pollard on 13 June. 

It came as a great shock to Ern & myself in fact we can scarcely realise that one of 
the most intimate & constant companions of our civil life has gone, never to be 
replaced.  But we know that our feelings at the loss of a beloved comrade are not to 
be compared with those of a Mother & you have my heartfelt sympathy … I was very 
glad afterwards that I was able to spend a couple of evenings with him just before he 
went into the trenches.  I need hardly assure you I recognised the same honourable 
& cheerful Olie that I’d known in civil life … from what I heard from a Stretcher Bearer 
in his Company I don’t think Olie could have suffered any pain.  Needless to say he 
was popular amongst the men in his section and one or 2 I was speaking to seemed 
very much concerned at losing him.xxi 

This was closely followed by a letter from Ern Green on 17 June.  

The news came as a severe shock to me, and I am afraid that even now I am not 
quite able to realise to the full extent yet how great a difference his death will mean to 
me … I regard his death in much the same light as I would a brothers.  Closely 
associated with him as I have been from the earliest boyhood days I’ve had many 
opportunities of observing his very many & generous qualities and during the whole 
of our long intimacy I have never known to do even the smallest thing that was 
unworthy of his manhood and it is very sad indeed that so good a man should have 
ended his career while still so young. xxii 

Arthur Stephenson wrote on 22 June.  He was a Corporal in the same unit as OIie and the 
two had developed a strong friendship. 

On Friday night, or at least at 3AM on the Saturday morning when returning from a 
night’s fatigue work … carrying ammunition up to the front line, we were all very tired, 
I came across Oly going home also, he was cheerfully telling me of the narrow 
escapes he had experienced; it was on Sunday night that we had to advance over an 
area of 400 yds, and were met by German machine gun fire, also … artillery the 
majority reached the objective but some fell.  I did not see Oliver, but was told by one 
who did that he was killed instantly by a shell.xxiii 

 

The following notices appeared in the Daily Herald and the Advertiser: 

Mrs. Pollard, of Forest Range, has been notified that her son, Private O.S. Pollard, 
was killed on June 10 while on active service in France.  Private Pollard went into 
camp in May of last year, and sailed for the front in October, landing in England in 
December.  Private O. S. Pollard was a very popular young man in the district 
of Forest Range, and was most highly respected by a large circle of friends and 
acquaintances.  Much sympathy is felt for Mrs. Pollard and family.xxiv 

 

Included below is a letter to Mrs Pollard written by the wife of a fellow soldier from Careys 
Gully. 
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Figure 245 Letter from J 
Christian to Mrs Pollard on 
the death of Oliver.  
Reproduced with 
permission David Hale 
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Figure 246  Google Map Data ©2015 viewed 5 Jan 2015 

 

 

Oliver has no known grave and he is commemorated at The Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial 
(Panel 29), Belgium.  The Menin Gate Memorial commemorates missing soldiers from the 
Ypres Salient area in Belgian Flanders. There are 54,389 names listed of men who were 
killed before 16 August 1917 but have no known grave.xxv 

 

Figure 247  Oliver Stanley Pollard, Menin Gate.  Reproduced with permission The War Graves 
Photographic Project. 
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Figure 248  Oliver Stanley Pollard, Menin Gate.  Reproduced with permission The War Graves 
Photographic Project. 

 

Five years after his death the following memorial notice was placed in the Chronicle. 

 

Figure 249  1917 'THE ROLL OF HONOR.', The 
Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 15 
August, p. 8, viewed 12 November, 2014, 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5544229 

 

Figure 250  1921 'Family Notices.', Chronicle (Adelaide, 
SA : 1895 - 1954), 18 June, p. 13, viewed 12 November, 
2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article89250948 

 

 

Oliver’s mother received his memorial plaque and memorial scroll in1922 and his victory 
medal in 1923.  She was granted a pension of £2 per fortnight. xxvi  

  



 

 

page | 232 © 2015 The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc    

 
Figure 251  O Pollard is included on the Honour Roll which is displayed in the Mt Barker District 
Hospital.  Oliver was born in Mt Barker.  Photographed January 2015 by E Golding – Forest Range and 
Lenswood History Group 

 
 
Commemorations 

• Adelaide War Memorial, North Terrace, Adelaide 
• Commemorative Area, Australian War Museum, Canberra 
• District Council of Onkaparinga WWI Honour Board 
• Lenswood and Forest Range WWI memorial, Lobethal Road, Forest Range 
• Lenswood & Forest Range WWI Honour Board 
• Menin Gate Memorial, Belgium 
• Mt Barker Honour Board (Mt Barker Soldiers Memorial Hospital) 

 
Medals received 

• British War Medal #51348 
• Victory Medal #50668 
• Memorial Scroll #326403 
• Memorial Plaque #326403 

 

 

Notes 

Oliver’s niece, Emily, married Clarence Mason, brother of Jack Mason. 
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The Forgotten Soldier : Eric Reu 
Eric Reu:  SERN: 816 

 

Our memorial includes the names of men born in Forest Range and born elsewhere.  It 
contains the names of men who lived in Forest Range and lived elsewhere.   

How the names were selected for inclusion on our memorial is not clear but it appears with 
one exception that the men had family members living in the district.  Using that as a criteria 
there is a soldier who perhaps should have been on our memorial.  We honour him below.   

The Forest Oak Tent of the United Ancient Order of Druids created an honour roll of 
members.  We have included an image of this earlier.  This board commemorates members 
who fought in the First World War.  One of the names, E Reu, was a mystery.  Next to his 
name is the word “killed”.  Who was E Reu and why is he on that board but not on the War 
Memorial?  Adding to the mystery the name E Reu appears on the Onkaparinga Roll of 
Honour at the Woodside Institute.   

Carl Erich Reu (Eric) was born at Lobethal on 1 October 1887.  He was the youngest child of 
Carl Rudolf Ferdinand Reu and Anna Augusta Marie Noack.  Both were German immigrants.  
They had the following children: 

1. Meta Marie (born Germany, 11 August 1872, died SA 2 June 1944, married name 
Love) 

2. Anna Margueritte (born Germany, 1873, died Carlton, Victoria 2 June 1909, married 
name Stevenson) 

3. Marie (born Lobethal, SA 1878, died North Adelaide, SA 27 October 1971, married 
name Norton) 

4. Alfred Gustav (born Lobethal, SA 1880, died SA 1960) 
5. Otto Bernard (born Lobethal, SA 14 September 1884, died SA 30 May 1958) 
6. Elise Augusta (born Lobethal, SA 15 November 1882, died 1958, married name 

Schwab) 
7. Minna Margareta (born Lobethal, SA 1885, died Lobethal SA 1886) 
8. Carl Erich (born Lobethal, SA 1 October 1887, died Mena, Egypt, 17 March 1915) i  

 

Eric’s mother died on 17 May 1909.  One of his sisters, Elise, had married Jacob Schwab in 
1904 in Victoriaii and Eric apparently lived with her from about 1912.iii   In 1915 another sister, 
Marie, married Hurtle Norton, brother of Bert Norton.iv   Hurtle and Marie briefly ran a small 
shop adjoining the Forest Range oval.  Otto Reu played in the Forest Range Football Club, 
along with Hurtle Norton in 1904.v  He married Cadelia Norton (Hurtle sister and sister to Bert 
Norton.)  He is grandfather to Ross Hein who stills lives in the district.vi   Eric’s father was 
living with Marie Norton when he died in 1941.vii  From these references we see that Eric had 
strong ties to this district.  We suspect that it is because of these relationships with the 
Norton’s that his name is listed on the honour board.  Perhaps he lived in this district at some 
time or perhaps he travelled from Lobethal to meetings of the Forest Oak Druids.  Certainly 
he would have been a member of the for his name to appear on the board. 

We note other members of the Reu family at Forest Range with Marie being recorded at 
masquerade ball in 1912viii and Otto MC-ing a Cricket Club social at Forest Range in 1913.ix  
Otto was also on the committee who organised the annual picnic day at Forest Range.x   
There are many further examples of the Reu family and Forest Range sport and social life.  
However by around 1912 Eric was apparently living in Victoria.   

Britain declared war on Germany on 4 August 1914.xi  Just 15 days later, on 19 August 1914, 
Eric enlisted to fight at the age of 27.  This was actually before any of our other men enlisted.  
When he enlisted he used using an anglicised version of his German surname -  ROY.  Reu 
is pronounced ‘R-O-Y’. 

We note that on his enlistment papers he first lists his sister Elise.    
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Figure 252  Attestation paper, NAA: B2455, Eric Reu (Roy), p6.  Reproduced with permission NAA. 

Age 27 years 
Height 5 feet 10 1/2 inches 
Weight 12 st 4 lbs (172 lbs) 
Chest measurement  38 1/2 inches 
Complexion Fresh 
Eyes Brown 
Hair Brown 
Religious denomination  C of Exii 
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Figure 253  5th Battalion colour patch, AWM, RELAWM13307.069 , viewed 10 February 2015, 
https://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_11192.asp, reproduced with permission AWM. 

 

He joined the 5th Bn which was among the first recruited for World War One.  Just two months 
later he was on his way to Egypt.xiii  After a short stop in Albany they sailed on 1 November 
1914 aboard the Orvieto.  Their trip to Egypt was not without event as they sank a German 
cruiser, the Emden, and took on board 43 prisoners.  On 10 December they arrived at their 
camp, Mena. During the next few months the men trained and some small groups of 
reinforcements arrived. xiv  The men were not aware of this but they were preparing to fight at 
Gallipoli.   

Eric did not fight.  He died of pneumonia on 17 March 1915 before any others of our soldiers 
died.  The following notice was published in the Advertiser by his sister, Meta Marie: 

REU-On the 17th March. Private Eric Reu, of the First Australian Expeditionary 
Forces, Egypt, of pneumonia, beloved brother of Mrs. S. Love, Pompoota. River 
Murray.xv   

In May the following article recording his death was published in the Camberwell and 
Hawthorn Advertiser. 

BOX HILL SOLDIER'S DEMISE. 

PRIVATE REU DIES IN EGYPT. 

The death roll among the Australian soldiers in Egypt has been abnormally high, and 
almost every centre and hamlet, however small, which has sent forth representatives 
to fight for the empire has suffered in this respect — even before the real danger 
zone of the war has been reached. The vagaries of the Egyptian climate is largely 
responsible for the appalling number of deaths which have occurred in the 
expeditionary forces.  The Box Hill – volunteers have not been immune from attacks 
of illness, though all of them when they left the Australian shores wore sturdy 
specimens of manhood, and it is regrettable to have to record that one of them — 
Private Eric Reu, of the 5th battalion, G company — has succumbed to that dreaded 
disease, pneumonia, which has played such a conspicuous part in the fatality list. His 
death took place at Mena House hospital on March 17, and the brief notification was 
published a few days afterwards, but only now full particulars have been received 
from his tent mates and district companions.  Mrs. L. Schwab, of Thames Street, Box 
Hill, is a sister of the deceased soldier with whom he resided for about two years prior 
to volunteering for the front with the first contingent, and to whom he was deeply 
attached.  Letters forwarded by Corporal G. J. Hand, formerly of Mitcham, gives 
details of his illness and the honors accorded in burying his remains.  He stated that 
Private Reu contracted a slight cold, but did not take much notice of it until a fortnight 
prior to his death, when he complained of a sore chest. When advised to procure a 
cough mixture he did so, which effected a temporary cure, but having to take part in a 
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couple of night marches, he must have caught a chill.  His tent mates persuaded him 
to go to the hospital on Saturday, March 13, and to their great surprise he passed 
away on the following Tuesday night.  The interment took place in the soldiers' 
cemetery on Thursday, March 15 with full military honors.  The deceased's old tent 
mates led the funeral procession as a firing party, followed by the 8th battalion band. 
Colonel Botton, Captain Hart land, Captain Hodson, Lieutenant Possingham, and 
men in his platoon ; also the gun 'carriage of the second artillery brigade.  A pathetic 
feature of the burial was a tribute paid to his dead comrade by Corporal Hand.  As 
Private Reu had often said when marching over the desert that it would do a man's 
eye sight good to see an old gum tree, he placed in his coffin a gum leaf which he 
had sent to him from a friend at Mitcham.  The writer further stated that there had 
boon a good deal of illness in camp, consisting mostly of chest and throat complaints, 
which had been caused by the dust, as the troops had had nothing but desert 
marches since they landed in Egypt, and expressed the wish that the sooner they got 
out of that country the better for all concerned.  The late Private Reu was 27 years of 
age, and previous to coming to Box Hill was a resident of Adelaide, where his father's 
abode still, is.  Numerous expressions of sympathy have been received by Mrs. 
Schwab in her particularly sad bereavement.xvi 

His medals and effects were sent to his sister Elise. 

 

Figure 254  Gravestone of Eric Reu reproduced with permission The War Graves Photographic Project. 
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Figure 255  Cairo War Memorial Cemetery reproduced with permission The War Graves Photographic 
Project. 

 

 

Commemorations 

• Adelaide War Memorial, North Terrace, Adelaide 
• Commemorative Area, Australian War Museum, Canberra 
• District Council of Onkaparinga WWI Honour Board 
• Forest Oak Lodge Honour Board  
 

Medals received 

• 1914-1915 Star #8145 
• British War Medal #3854 
• Victory Medal #3854 
• Memorial Scroll #804835 
• Memorial Plaque #304835 

 

 
Note 

Eric’s war details are tricky to track.  Most pages have him listed as ROY (SERN 816).  
However his AIF papers are in the National Archives and there is no doubt that Eric Roy is 
Eric Reu due to his next of kin being Elise Schwab (nee Reu).   
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Relationships 
 

As we researched our soldiers we were struck by the relationships between the men and their 
families.  The charts on the following pages show those links. 
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The following three men had no inter-relationship to the others: 
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A new township 

Before the First World War our whole region was known as Forest Range.  While there were 
some names for local area, the official name, and post office name, was Forest Range.  The 
post office had at various times been located at the local school, at the Eglinton home (on 
what is now known as Fry Lane) and at the JG Collins General Store at Forest Range 
opposite the oval.  As the war began the building below was the Post Office and children from 
the Forest School would walk to the post office to collect the mail, which was distributed at the 
school. 

 

Figure 256  JG Collins General Store and post office.  Reproduced with permission Barry Collins. 

 

This was hard on the children and disruptive to their learning and some of the community 
campaigned for a second post office.  A committee was formed to canvas support and lobby 
for change and in 1917 they were successful and a new postal service was awarded.  It was, 
at first temporary.   

A name for the region was required and the committee considered many options.  According 
to Brian Vickersi Mr Arthur Mason suggested the name Lenswood.  The name was after the 
town of Lens in France where significant battles were being fought in World War One.   

We note, however, that there is no evidence that any of our soldiers actually fought in the 
town of Lens.  
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The first mention of Lenswood is found on 5 June 1917 in the Daily Herald. 

LENSWOOD POST OFFICE. 

The eastern portion of the Forest Range district has long been inconvenienced by 
lack of postal facilities. Some residents were situated from three to four miles from 
the office, and as the bulk of mail business went to that part it was felt that some 
means should be found to overcome the difficulty. A strong committee has induced 
the Federal Government to establish a new office under the name of Lenswood.ii 

FOREST RANGE, June 11 — For many years great need has been felt of a post-
office at the lower end of Forest Range, and, as a result of much agitation a receiving 
office as been opened at Mr. G. Rodgers' place, with a promise that if sufficient letters 
and mail are sent through a registered post-office will ultimately be granted.iii 

At this time the Lenswood post office was in a shed near the Forest School.  In 1917 the 
region now considered the centre of Lenswood comprised just a few homes and shed.  There 
was no church, no shop and no garage at that location.  Forest Range Fruitgrowers Co-
operative Society packed apples on Swamp Road.  Shopping was done near the Forest 
Range oval or in Lobethal.  In the 1930s a church, a shop and a garage were built on Green’s 
flat at Lenswood and the Lenswood Cold Stores were erected n the corner of what is now 
known as Cold Store Road and Lobethal Roads.  Forest School changed name to Lenswood 
Primary School in the 1961. 

 

2017 is the centenary of the naming of Lenswood. 

 

 

                                                        
i Brian Vickers, notes on the history of the district provided to The Forest Range and Lenswood History 
Group, 2012. 
ii 1917 'LENSWOOD POST OFFICE.', Daily Herald (Adelaide, SA : 1910 - 1924), 5 June, p. 7, viewed 
28 February, 2015, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article105409835 
iii 1917 'WHEAT YARD STRIKE SETTLED.', Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), 16 June, p. 10, 
viewed 28 February, 2015, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article87604961 
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Forest School - 1901 

The records from Forest School (now known as Lenswood Primary School) before 1901 
cannot be located at State Records SA).  This means that we have not, in some instances, 
been clear if they attended the school or not. 

 

The image on the following page may contain our soldiers, however we are not sure.  We 
know that some who left for World War One are in this image.   Please let us know if you 
identify any of our soldiers. 

Forest School – whole of school photo 1901. 
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Figure 257  Forest School 1901.  Reproduced with permission David Hale. 
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Tall poppies	  

	  	  
In Flanders’ fields	  
Red poppies grow	  

Where Nature’s hands	  
Did carefully sow.	  

	  	  
Each crimson flower	  

Small, bright and brave	  
For an unknown soldier	  

Now marks a grave.	  
	  	  

In Flanders fields	  
Tall poppies stand	  

Where long-past flames	  
Of wars were fanned.	  

	  	  
Blood red petals	  

With centres black	  
Mourn all the lost lives	  
Who came not back.	  

	  	  
In Flanders’ fields	  
Grow poppies red	  

Rich soil made more fertile	  
With life’s blood shed.	  

	  	  
One thousand red poppies	  

And more, each one	  
Honours a much loved father	  
A husband, daughter, or son.	  

                                                                                     Elizabeth Caldicott 
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Ashley	  and	  Harleigh	  Mason	   149	  

Figure	  155	  	  27th	  Battalion	  colour	  patch,	  AWM,	  
RELAWM13307.087, viewed	  10	  February	  2015,	  
https://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_11214.asp,	  reproduced	  
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Figure	  248	  	  Oliver	  Stanley	  Pollard,	  Menin	  Gate.	  	  Reproduced	  with	  

permission	  The	  War	  Graves	  Photographic	  Project.	   231	  
Figure	  249	  	  1917	  'THE	  ROLL	  OF	  HONOR.',	  The	  Advertiser	  (Adelaide,	  SA	  

:	  1889	  -‐	  1931),	  15	  August,	  p.	  8,	  viewed	  12	  November,	  2014,	  
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-‐article5544229	   231	  

Figure	  250	  	  1921	  'Family	  Notices.',	  Chronicle	  (Adelaide,	  SA	  :	  1895	  -‐	  
1954),	  18	  June,	  p.	  13,	  viewed	  12	  November,	  2014,	  
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-‐article89250948	   231	  

Figure	  251	  	  O	  Pollard	  is	  included	  on	  the	  Honour	  Roll	  which	  is	  displayed	  
in	  the	  Mt	  Barker	  District	  Hospital.	  	  Oliver	  was	  born	  in	  Mt	  Barker.	  	  
Photographed	  January	  2015	  by	  E	  Golding	  –	  Forest	  Range	  and	  
Lenswood	  History	  Group	   232	  

Figure	  252	  	  Attestation	  paper,	  NAA:	  B2455,	  Eric	  Reu	  (Roy),	  p6.	  	  
Reproduced	  with	  permission	  NAA.	   235	  

Figure	  253	  	  5th	  Battalion	  colour	  patch,	  AWM,	  RELAWM13307.069	  ,	  
viewed	  10	  February	  2015,	  
https://www.awm.gov.au/units/unit_11192.asp,	  reproduced	  
with	  permission	  AWM.	   236	  

Figure	  254	  	  Gravestone	  of	  Eric	  Reu	  reproduced	  with	  permission	  The	  
War	  Graves	  Photographic	  Project.	   237	  

Figure	  255	  	  Cairo	  War	  Memorial	  Cemetery	  reproduced	  with	  
permission	  The	  War	  Graves	  Photographic	  Project.	   238	  

Figure	  256	  	  JG	  Collins	  General	  Store	  and	  post	  office.	  	  Reproduced	  with	  
permission	  Barry	  Collins.	   246	  
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